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NEW ZEALAND PERMANENT FORCE OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION INC. 

PO BOX 33 710, TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND 9 

NEWSLETTER No 73 

March 1992- A R e g i s t e r e d P u b l i c a t i o n 

SUBSCRIPTIONS f o r 1992 a r e now due. R a t e s a r e a s f o l l o w s : H o n o r a r y 
and L i f e members f r e e ; L a dy A s s o c i a t e members $2 - 5 0 ; a l l o t h e r members 
$5-00. Remit t o S e c r e t a r y a t above a d d r e s s . The amount shown below 
w i l l make you f i n a n c i a l u n t i l 31 Dec 92; i f no amount i s shown you a r e 
f i n a n c i a l . Members who a r e o v e r t h r e e y e a r s i n a r r e a r s , i . e . owe o v e r 
$15 may be s t r u c k o f f under R u l e 4F u n l e s s t h e r e a r e e x t e n u a t i n g 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , i n w h i c h c a s e i n f o r m S e c r e t a r y or y o u r D i s t r i c t Rep. 

You owe us $ . . . . 

LAST POST: T335817 R. ( R o y ) H u s t o n , 27 Nov 9 1 , a t H a m i l t o n . 

1749 I.M. ( J o h n n y ) M e i k l e , 23 Feb 92, a t Lower Hutt'. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS: N. Moros t o 42 W e s t p a r k D r i v e , West H a r b o u r , Auck. 
P.B. O'Connor MBE t o 14 C o r t i n a Ave, J o h n s o n v i l l e , W e l l i n g t o n . 
S g t L . T . R i w a k a t o S c h o o l of A r t i l l e r y , ATG, W a i o u r u . 
L t C o l M.D. B e a t t i e t o Command & S t a f f C o l l e g e , Q u e e n s c l i f f , M e l b o u r n e 

GONE NO ADDRESS LAST KNOWN ADDRESS 

L t C o l J . S . Heard 100 B e a c h Rd, C a s t o r B a y , A u c k l a n d 9. 
Mrs I.H.. Henry 19 T a l b o t S t , Wanganui. 

Anyone knowing p r e s e n t a d d r e s s e s p l e a s e i n f o r m S e c r e t a r y . 

NEW MEMBERS: 
L8 1 4 0 7 2 G.S. ( G r a e m e ) H e n d e r s o n , 224 R o c k s Highway, R i v e r t o n , S / L a n d . 
Mrs C.R. ( C a r r i e ) H a l l , 7 H u k u t a i S t , E l s d o n , P o r i r u a . ( A s s o c i a t e ) 
Mrs E . J . ( E l l a ) S u t h e r l a n d , 5113 H i n e S t , New P l y m o u t h . " 
22817 C a p t a i n J . B . ( J a c k ) T a n k a r d , 9 C l i f t o n Rd, Browns B a y , Auck 10, 
ha s been e l e c t e d an H o n o r a r y member. 

COMMITTEE MEETING: The n e x t m e e t i n g o f t h e E x e c u t i v e Committee w i l l be 
h e l d a t t h e B i r k e n h e a d RSA on S a t u r d a y 11 A p r i l 92 commencing 1000 h r s 

AUCKLAND SOCIAL: The G u n n e r s Day s o c i a l w i l l be h e l d i n t h e B i r k e n h e a d 
RSA main l o u n g e on Wednesday 27 May 92 commencing 1100 h r s . Any 
n o n - A u c k l a n d members who happen t o be i n A u c k l a n d a t t h e t i m e a r e o f 
c o u r s e welcome t o a t t e n d , and T H I S I N V I T A T I O N INCLUDES L A D I E S ! A 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e l u n c h e o n menu i s f a v a i l a b l e a t $7 a l l i t e m s . To keep t h e 
c a t e r e r happy p l e a s e i n f o r m A l f S m i t h on 410 4564 o r S e c r e t a r y on 
445 3567 i f you i n t e n d c o m i n g . 
REUNIONS: 6 F i e l d R e g i m e n t NZA: N a t i o n a l r e u n i o n w i l l be h e l d 3 - 4 - 5 " 
Oct 9 2 . C o n t a c t 6 Fd r e g t R e u n i o n C o m m i t t e e , Box 6 9 , P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h . 
Phon,e 06/357 7522 o r 06/358 6287. 
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REUNIONS (CONT): 4 F i e l d Regiment A s s n 23-25 Oct 92, E d e n - R o s k i l l 
War M e m o r i a l H a l l , A u c k l a n d . C o n t a c t F.A. DOve, 12 V o d a n o v i c h Rd, 
A u c k l a n d 1208. 

NZ K o r e a n V e t e r a n s A s s n : 1 7 - 1 8 Oct 92, C h r i s t c h u r c h . C o n t a c t GINA WALL, 
Box 1765, C h r i s t c h u r c h . 

NZWRAC A s s n ; 2-4 Oct 92. C u r r e n t and p a s t f e m a l e s o l d i e r s welcome. 
C o n t a c t M a r y l y n n e T i l l e y s h o r t , S e c r e t a r y R e u n i o n C o m m i t t e e , Box 8248, 
R i c c a r t o n , C h r i s t c h u r c h . 

RNZAOC 7 5 t h J u b i l e e : 10-12 J u l 92. C o n t a c t S e c r e t a r y , R e u n i o n Committee, 
1 B a s e S u p p l y Bn, T r e n t h a m Camp, P r i v a t e Bag, Upper HUTT, Ph. 04/527537C 

NZ Army A s s n I n c , T a r a n a k i B r a n c h : 12-14 J u n 92 a t West P o i n t Complex 
and New P l y m o u t h RSA. E l i g i b l e t o a t t e n d : a l l who s e r v e d i n any way 
i n t h e T F , i n c l t h o s e who s e r v e d under t h e CMT scheme 1 9 4 9 - 5 9 , t h e 
N a t i o n a l S e r v i c e Scheme 1962-72 and t h o s e who a r e s t i l l s e r v i n g . A l s o 
welcome a r e RF p e r s o n n e l who s e r v e d w i t h t h e TF p l u s s p o u s e s and 
p a r t n e r s . F o r R e g i s t r a t i o n Forms a p p l y S e c r e t a r y , M u r r a y Moorhead, 
12 K a u r i S t , New P l y m o u t h . 

AMENDMENTS NEWSLETTER 72; Page 6 p a r a 2 l i n e 4: Between "Gunner" and 
" O f f i c e r s " i n s e r t " G e n e r a l . " 
Page 7 p a r a 2: D e l e t e D i c k H e a l e y , P h i l G e o r g e , t h e w r i t e r , Geo M a r t i n , 
and F r e d E a s t g a t e . " 

MEDAL MOUNTING: Our member Ross G o l d s w o r t h y , 27 F r a s e r Rd, D e v o n p o r t , 
Phone 445 9 2 4 5 , w i l l mount you r m e d a l s , c o u r t m o u n t i n g or l o o s e . 

A R T I L L E R Y J E R S E Y S : may be o b t a i n e d f r o m 16 Fd r e g t UPF. C o n t a c t our 
16 Fd Rep, W01 I . S . ( I a n ) F o s t e r RNZA on 09/570 0356. The R e g i m e n t i s 
now l o c a t e d a t Mt W e l l i n g t o n B a r r a c k s , 39 Mt W e l l i n g t o n Highway, 
A u c k l a n d ( o n c e p a r t of t h e F i s h e r & P a y k e l c o m p l e x ) . P o s t a l a d d r e s s i s 
P r i v a t e Bag, Panmure, A u c k l a n d 6. 

RNZA BLAZER BADGES i n g o l d w i r e may be o b t a i n e d f r o m E n g l i s h T i e , 
Box 9 3 7 3 , Newmarket, A u c k l a n d f o r $25 . Send SAE f o r c a t a l o g u e . 

NEWS FROM AROUND AND ABOUT: I a n R o w n t r e e , our Thames/Coromandel Rep. 
r e p o r t s : C h a r l i e A n n i s s i s w e l l a p a r t f r o m some t r o u b l e w i t h h i s b a c k , 
and h a s had t o g i v e up g o l f . He i s s t i l l a c t i v e i n o t h e r c l u b s and 
s e n d s r e g a r d s t o a l l Old Comrades. 
B r u c e T o l s o n i s w e l l and e n j o y s h i s r o u n d of g o l f . He i s s t i l l i n v o l v e d 
w i t h t h e Whangamata RSA. 

F r e d P r i o r had a few u p s and downs d u r i n g 1991 but i s i m p r o v i n g and 
i s p l a y i n g g o l f o c c a s i o n a l l y . 

Bob Rudge i s w e l l ; . h e and h i s g o o d - l a d y send t h e i r r e g a r d s t o a l l , 
e s p e c i a l l y J o e and Z i t a Cook,* and w i s h them w e l l on t h e i r t r i p . 

Hobby Hobson ES OK and s e n d s h i s r e g a r d s t o a l l . He's had a bout w i t h 
b r o n c h i t i s but i s g e t t i n g o v e r i t . 

Ron Agnew i s w e l l , k e e p i n g busy w o r k i n g w i t h t h e P o l i c e a t THames, 
au«d s e n d s r e g a r d s t o a l l h i s Gunner f r i e n d s . 

Mike McMahon h a s had u m inor op. f o r c a n c e r and a t t i m e o f w r i t i n g 
was s t i l l i n h o s p i t a l , but i s p r o g r e s s i n g s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 
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CONGRATULATIONS to J i m K i r k who t u r n e d 80 on 5 Oct 91 and t h u s 
q u a l i f i e s f o r L i f e Membership. 

WELCOME to W01 I . S . ( I a n ) F o s t e r RNZA, RSM 16 F i e l d R e g i m e n t , who i s 
our new 16 F i e l d Rep. 

THE THUNDER OF THE GUNS 
L i k e t h e s t o r m t h a t s i n t h e making 
When t h e r u m b l i n g t h u n d e r r u n s 
4nd t h e h i l l s and v a l l e y s t r e m b l e : 
THATS THE THUNDER OF THE GUNS. 
When t h e a i m i n g p o s t s a r e p l a n t e d 
And t h e f i r i n g o r d e r comes, 
t h e n t h e l a y e r s work t h e i r magic 
W i t h t h e i r s i g h t and bubble r u n s . 
Then t h e c h e c k i s on t h e c h a r g e s 
And t h e r a n g e t h a t ' s on t h e drum, 
Then t h e m u z z l e f l a s h e s l i g h t n i n g : 
THATS THE THUNDER OF THE GUNS. 
I t s i n t h e f u r y o f t h e b a t t l e 
When t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g comes 
T h a t t h e gunner i s f o r e v e r , 
A p a r t n e r w i t h t h e guns. 
The g u n n e r ' s p r i d e i s l e g e n d 
And t h e b a t t l e s he has won, 
B r i n g R e g i m e n t a l Honours: 
THROUGH THE THUNDER OF THE GUNS. 
W i t h t h e smoking b r e e c h e s empty 
And t h e d u s t and c o r d i t e gone, 
T h e r e ' s a rumble i n t h e d i s t a n c e : 
THAT'S THE THUNDER OF THE GUNS. 
The Gods o f War have f i n i s h e d 
And t h e Sands o f Time have r u n , 
B u t a l w a y s t h e r e ' s t h e memory of -
THE THUNDER OF THE GUNS. 
And a s t o d a y becomes t h e f u t u r e 
Our s o n s w i l l t e l l t h e i r s o n s , 
T h a t t h e men whose b l o o d t h e y c a r r y : 
KNEW THE THUNDER OF THE GUNS. 
I n * t h e v a l l e y o f t h e shadows 
When h i s comrades a r e a s one, 
T h e i r h e a r t s w i l l s u r e l y g l a d d e n 
F o r t h e y ' r e t h e o n l y ones -
T h a t u n d e r s t a n d t h e m u s i c : 
IN THE THUNDER OF THE GUNS. 

By NX12891 Gnr WST S t a c y , 
2 n d / 3 r d F i e l d R e g i m e n t , 
R o y a l A u s t r a l i a n A r t i l l e r y . 

( T h e poem was w r i t t e n d u r i n g 
a c t i v e s e r v i c e i n WW2). 

C o n t r i b u t e d by J i m G i l b e r d 

GUNNERS AND HORSES j 

C o n t i n u e d f r o m N e w s l e t t e r 72 

F I E L D A R T I L L E R Y BRIGADE AND AMMUNITION COLUMN 

By J i m G i l b e r d 

D u r i n g t h e M i l i t i a and V o l u n t e e r e r a F i e l d B a t t e r i e s were n o t b r i g a d e d . 
They were i n d e p e n d e n t u n i t s a t l o c a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . 1912 
saw t h e r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h e M i l i t a r y F o r c e s f o l l o w i n g a v i s i t by 
L o r d K i t c h e n e r and so t h e C i t i z e n Army or T e r r i t o r i a l F o r c e came i n t o 
b e i n g . 
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The o r g a n i s a t i o n of our A r t i l l e r y on t h e o u t b r e a k o f t h e G r e a t War was 
f o u r b r i g a d e s of two b a t t e r i e s p l u s an a m m u n i t i o n c o l u m n . W i t h t h e 
e x c e p t i o n o f 'D' B a t t e r y , W e l l i n g t o n , a l l t h e b a t t e r i e s were e q u i p p e d 
w i t h t h e new 18-pr and 4 . 5 - i n c h h o w i t z e r s . ' Df B a t t e r y was a w a i t i : ng 
t h e a r r i v a l o f i t s guns f r o m E n g l a n d ; u n t i l t h e n i t was a Pack B t y w i t h 
i t s 2 . 9 5 - i n c h h o w i t z e r s . 

The 18-pr b a t t e r i e s were 'A' B a t t e r y , A u c k l a n d , and 'G' B a t t e r y , 
H a m i l t o n of t h e A u c k l a n d B r i g a d e , ' F ' B a t t e r y , N a p i e r , o f t h e W e l l n g t o n 
B r i g a d e , 'E' B a t t e r y , C h r i s t c h u r c h , and 'H' B a t t e r y , N e l s o n , o f t h e 
C a n t e r b u r y • B r i g a d e , and 'C' B a t t e r y , I n v e r c a r g i l l , o f t h e Otago B r i g a d e . 

The two 4.5 h o w i t z e r b a t t e r i e s were 'B' B a t t e r y , D u n e d i n , and ' J ' B a t t e r y 
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e d e b a c l e o f G a l l i p o l i , t h e NZEF was r e o r g a n i s e d . The 
c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e A r t i l l e r y was a s f o l l o w s : 

1 s t B r i g a d e ( L t C o l F B Srmon) 
1 , 3, 7, 8 B a t t e r i e s 

2nd B r i g a d e ( L t C o l F B S y k e s ) 
2, 5, 13, 14 B a t t e r i e s 

3 r d B r i g a d e ( L t C o l I T S t a n d i s h ) 
9, 10, 1 1 , 12 B a t t e r i e s 

4 t h ( H o w i t z e r ) B r i g a d e L t C o l N S F a l l a ) 
4, 6, 15 B a t t e r i e s 

D I V I S I O N A L AMMUNITION COLUMN 

I n t h e r e o r g a n i s a t i o n t h e B r i g a d e A m munition Columns were a b o l i s h e d 
and i n t h e i r p l a c e t h e new D i v i s i o n a l A m m unition Column known a s t h e 
'DAC' came i n t o b e i n g . The DAC was t o h a v e t h r e e s e c t i o n s and a H o w i t z e r 
Ammunition S e c t i o n . The f i r s t Commanding O f f i c e r o f t h e DAC was L t C o l 
Mu r r a y G a r d n e r RNZA - l a t e r L t C o l A l f E v e n d e n t o o k o v e r t h e Column. 
He was p r e v i o u s l y B a t t e r y Commander o f 4 H o w i t z e r B a t t e r y . The f o u r 
B r i g a d e s and t h e DAC were commanded by B r i g a d i e r G e n e r a l GN J o h n s o n 
a s CRA NZ D i v i s i o n . 

The j o b of t h e DAC was t o move a m m u n i t i o n f o r t h e guns f r o m r a i l - h e a d 
dumps and o t h e r l o c a t i o n s . T h i s was a d a n g e r o u s and a r d u o u s t a s k a s 
D r i v e r S t r a t t o n ' s memoirs t e l l u s * 

, - it - . . < - " J ,. 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t e a c h 1 8 - p r B a t t e r y o f s i x guns c a r r i e d 
1056 r o u n d s made up a s f o l l o w s ; -

Gun L i m b e r s 24 r d x 6 = -144 

F i r i n g B a t t e r y Wagons 76 r d x 6 • 456 

F i r s t L i n e Wagons 7$ r d x 6 = 456 

1056 

BATTERY STAFF AND SIGNALLERS 
tm 

T h e s e were t h e s p e c i a l i s t s i n t h e b a t t e r y . The s t a f f w e re r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r g u n n e r y and o b s e r v a t i o n o f f i r e d r i l l s , w h i l e t h e s i g n a l l e r s p r o v i d e d 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s between t h e guns and t h e o b s e r v a t i o n p o s t ( O P ) , and a l s o 



to t h e wagon l i n e s . 

I n t h e b a t t e r y , s t a f f were 6 t o 8 g u n n e r s who were c a l l e d o b s e r v a t i o n 
p o s t a s s i s t a n t s ( O P A s ) , and t h e gun p o s i t i o n a s s i s t a n t s GPOs. T h e i r 
d u t i e s were to a s s i s t t h e o f f i c e r s a t t h e o b s e r v a t i o n p o s t and gun 
p o s i t i o n s . 

The b a t t e r y s i g n a l l e r s numbered 12 t o 14. T h e i r e q u i p m e n t was s i g n a l 
l a m p s , f i e l d t e l e p h o n e s , Morse and Semaphore f l a g s . S i g n a l l a m p s , 
phones and f l a g s were u s e d f o r v i s u a l s i g n a l l i n g by d a y , lamps and 
t e l e p h o n e s by n i g h t . 

H e l i o g r a p h s i g n a l l i n g was t a u g h t but v e r y s e l d o m u s e d by t h e g u n n e r s . 

B a t t e r y s t a f f and s i g n a l l e r s were mounted and c a r r i e d t h e i r e q u i p m e n t 
on t h e i r h o r s e s . 

The p r i n c i p a l i t e m s o f e q u i p m e n t w e r e : -

R a n g e f i n d e r and s t a n d 
D i r e c t o r and s t a n d 
P l a n e t a b l e and s t a n d 
A s s o c i a t e s t o r e s s u c h a s beam c o m p a s s e s e t c 
F i e l d t e l e p h o n e s and e x c h a n g e s 
F i e l d c a b l e and f l a g s 

S p e c i a l f i t t i n g s f o r h o u s i n g t h i s e q u i p m e n t on s a d d l e s was p r o v i d e d 
and i f n o t p r o p e r l y f i t t e d c o u l d c a u s e p r o b l e m s f o r t h e r i d e r s . 

CEREMONIAL 

U n l i k e our o p p o s i t e numbers i n t h e B r i t i s h Army we were n o t i n v o l v e d 
on c e r e m o n i a l d u t i e s v e r y o f t e n . However, d u r i n g t h e V o l u n t e e r p e r i o d 
i t was c u s t o m a r y f o r s o l d i e r s t o be p a r a d e d i n f u l l - d r e s s u n i f o r m s 
a t p u b l i c f u n c t i o n s and on t h e S o v e r e i g n ' s b i r t h d a y . C e r e m o n i a l 
o c c a s i o n s t h a t I c a n r e c a l l c o n s i s t e d o f m i l i t a r y t a t t o o s and f i r i n g 
o f s a l u t e s and t h e r e w ere o t h e r p a r a d e s s u c h a s p r e s e n t a t i o n of g u i d o n s 
and o f c o u r s e t h e f a m o t s m u s i c a l d r i v e p e r f o r m e d by t h e RNZA. A l s o S t a t e 
and m i l i t a r y f u n e r a l s where t h e RNZA were r e q u i r e d t o p r o v i d e a h o r s e -
drawn gun c a r r i a g e . T h i s was i n c h a r g e o f a mounted S e r g e a n t , w i t h a 
d i s m o u n t e d gunner w a l k i n g b e h i n d t h e s h i e l d t o a p p l y t h e h a n d - b r a k e i f 
r e q u i r e d and t o e n s u r e t h e c a s k e t was s e c u r e on t h e c o f f i n b o a r d . 

» 
I n 1936 f o l l o w i n g t h e a b d i c a t i o n 'of Edward V I I I a l a r g e m i l i t a r y p a r a d e 
was h e l d i n W e l l i n g t o n . The R e g u l a r s f r o m F o r t D o r s e t t u r n e d out a 
f o u r - g u n 18-pr b a t t e r y - 55 h o r s e s , 24 d r i v e r s , 24 gun numbers, t h r e e 
mounted o f f i c e r s p l u s B a t t e r y S e r g e a n t M a j o r . 

MUSICAL DRIVE 

I n 1927 t o c e l e b r a t e t h e v i s i t t o New Z e a l a n d o f t h e Duke and D u c h e s s 
of Y o r k , S e a r c h l i g h t T a t t o o s w^re h e l d a t A u c k l a n d , W e l l i n g t o n and 
C h r i s t c h u r c h . D u n e d i n was i n c l ' u d e d b u t t h e T a t t o o had t o be c a n c e l l e d 
b e c a u s e o f i n c l e m e n t w e a t h e r . Men o f t h e R o y a l NZ A r t i l l e r y , New 
Z e a l a n d Permanent F o r c e s , u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f RSM J L o p e r RNZA, 
p e r f o r m e d t h e d r i v e a t e a c h o f t h e t h r e e v e n u e s . T h i s i s an e x c i t i n g 
and s p e c t a c u l a r d i s p l a y o f d r i v i n g c a r r i e d o u t a t a f u l l g a l l o p . F o u r 
18«pr g u n s , 24 h o r s e s and 12 d r i v e r s t a k e p a r t . 

The d r i v e b e g i n s w i t h t h e teams e n t e r i n g t h e a r e n a a t a g a l l o p , one gun 
b e h i n d t h e o t h e r , t h e n moving down t h e c e n t r e t o f o r m c i r c l e s i n e a c h 
c o r n e r of t h e a r e n a . The n e x t move, and t h e most d a n g e r o u s , i s t h e 
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movement, where t h e teams c r o s s a t t h e c e n t r e w i t h no 
v i s i b l e gap between them. The f i n a l e i s when t h e f o u r guns s w i n g i n t o 
l i n e - ' d u s t - c a p t o d u s t - c a p ' a t a hand g a l l o p , s t r a i g h t up to t h e 
g r a n d s t a n d where t h e y a r e p u l l e d up, t h e d r i v e r s s a l u t i n g . 

When p e r f o r m i n g b e f o r e t h e Duke and D u c h e s s i n A u c k l a n d , two gun teams 
c o l l i d e d , k i l l i n g one h o r s e and h u r l i n g t h e d r i v e r s from t h e i r s a d d l e s . 
The r e s u l t - a heap of guns, h o r s e s , and d r i v e r s s e e n by t h e c r o w d . 
L i g h t s were e x t i n g u i s h e d , r e s e r v e d r i v e r s removed t h e dead h o r s e , d r i v e r s 
mounted up. When t h e l i g h t s came on, teams were i n l i n e , t h e d r i v e was 
s u c c e s s f u l l y c a r r i e d out to t h u n d e r o u s a p p l a u s e from t h e s p e c t a t o r s . 

R e g i m e n t a l S e r g e a n t M ajor J o h n n y L o p e r who was i n c h a r g e of t h e d r i v e 
had a s u p p o r t group of s i x s p a r e h o r s e s p l u s Bdr C h a r l i e Rudd, G u n n e r s 
E n s o r and MacDonald a s s p a r e d r i v e r s . 

The d r i v e r s t a k i n g p a r t i n t h e d r i v e came fr o m t h e t h r e e commands. 
They w e r e : -

L e a d D r i v e r s 
S g t Mick Heaphy, Bdr Tommy Mahony, Bdr Chapman and L Bdr A l e x 
T i e r n e y . 

C e n t r e D r i v e r s 

G u n n e r s P h i l G e o r g e , E r n i e Hancock, E r i c Day, and ' G i n g e r ' 
B a m b r i d g e . 

Wheel D r i v e r s 

Bdr D i c k H e a l e y , G u n n e r s Geo. S a l t , Tommy A r t h u r , and A l f H e y w a r d . 

I n a d i s p l a y s u c h a s t h i s , h o r s e s and d r i v e r s f o r m a w e l l - u n d e r s t o o d 
u n i t y , e a c h d e p e n d i n g on t h e o t h e r f o r a good r e s p o n s e . 

The l a s t t i m e t h e d r i v e was p e r f o r m e d i n t h i s c o u n t r y was i n T r e n t h a m 
i n 1933. I was a w h e e l d r i v e r i n "C" S u b - s e c t i o n , my w h e e l e r s were 
named Nugget and J o e . I t was our f i n a l r e h e a r s a l b e f o r e p e r f o r m i n g a t 
Newtown P a r k i n W e l l i n g t o n . The G e n e r a l and D i r e c t o r o f A r t i l l e r y were 
w a t c h i n g t h e d r i v e , e v e r y t h i n g was g o i n g w e l l u n t i l t h e f i n a l raovemer 
Two teams g a l l o p i n g a b r e a s t t o w a r d s two o t h e r teams p r i o r t o t h e t u r n 
i n t o l i n e , a m i s t a k e i n j u d g m e n t r e g a r d i n g t h e t u r n i n g p o i n t c a u s e d a 
c o l l i s i o n . F o u r g u n s , t w e n t y - f o u r h o r s e s and t h e i r d r i v e r s a l l m i x e d up. 
One h o r s e had a b r o k e n l e g and was d e s t r o y e d on t h e s p o t . Two d r i v e r s 
were i n j u r e d . C o l o n e l Symon DRA c a n c e l l e d t h e d r i v e . C o l o n e l Symon 
d e c i d e d t h e h o r s e s a v a i l a b l e were' u n s u i t a b l e . 

The d r i v e , d e s p i t e i t s d a n g e r o u s n a t u r e , was s o m e t h i n g t h e h o r s e s and 
d r i v e r s e n j o y e d - an e x c i t i n g e v e n t to be p a r t o f . 

MOUNTED SPORTS J 

D u r i n g t h e A n n u a l Camps a v i s i t o r s day was h e l d where l o c a l r e s i d e n t s 
and f r i e n d s were i n v i t e d to t h e Camp. The t r o o p s were on hand t o show 
t h e i r g u e s t s around' and t o e x p l a i n t h e v a r i o u s f a c e t s o f an A r t i l l e r y 
u n i t . I n c l u d e d i n t h e a c t i v i t i e s were t h e mounted s p o r t s . SOme of t h e 
more p o p u l a r e v e n t s were t h e S u b - s e c t i o n Tug o'war, w r e s t l i n g on 
h o r s e b a c k , and f l a g r a c e . The R e g u l a r s gave a d i s p l a y o f t e n t - p e g g i n g . 
T h i s was done a t t h e g a l l o p , u s i n g a c a v a l r y l a n c e . Pegs were hammered 
i n t o t h e ground and t h e i d e a was t o ' p i c k up' a peg w i t h t h e p o i n t o f 
t h e l a n c e . B o t h h o r s e s and r i d e r s e n j o y e d t h i s s p o r t . 
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Then f o l l o w e d a j u m p i n g c o m p e t i t i o n f o r t h e more e x p e r i e n c e d r i d e r s 
i n t h e b a t t e r y . The f i n a l e v e n t was a game of p o l o p l a y e d between an 
O f f i c e r s ' team and l o c a l f a r m e r s . The G u n n e r s were a t a d i s a d v a n t a g e 
a s our A r t i l l e r y R i d i n g h o r s e s were no match f o r t h e f a r m e r s ' s t a t i o n 
h a c k s . However, i t was good f u n . 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e p r o c e e d i n g t h e A r t i l l e r y Band, when i n camp, p l a y e d 
l i v e l y m u s i c . 

As a t a i l p i e c e : The RNZA i n C e n t r a l Command mounted a r e a s o n a b l e p o l o 
team on o c c a s i o n s . Members of t h e team were M a j o r Ron P a r k , L t P a t 
J o y c e , Bdr A l e x T i e r n e y , G u n n e r s Geo M a r t i n , t h e w r i t e r , and F r e d 
E a s t g a t e . 

A R T I L L E R Y CAMPS AND STATIONS 

T h i s a c c o u n t d a t e s f r o m t h e 1890s i n t h e d a y s and t i m e s o f our v o l u n t e e r 
and m i l i t i a m e n . The t r o o p s were 'under c a n v a s ' ( t e n t s and m a r q u e e s ) 
when c a l l e d out f o r t r a i n i n g . Camps f o r fehe G u n n e r s were h e l d a t 
R a c e - c o u r s e s , s h o w g r o u n d s, and f a r m l a n d . B e l l t e n t s were u s e d t o house 
t h e t r o o p s and marquees f o r mess rooms and use was a l s o made o f any 
e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s f o r s t o r e s , h a r n e s s , and t h e l i k e . Gun a m m u n i t i o n 
was l o c a t e d i n marquees i n an i s o l a t e d p a r t o f t h e Camp, b e i n g i d e n t i f i e i 
by t h e f l y i n g o f a r e d f l a g . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e end o f t h e G r e a t War many more permanent b u i l d i n g s became 
a v a i l a b l e . 

P e r m a n e n t s t a t i o n s were l o c a t e d a t A u c k l a n d , H a m i l t o n , N a p i e r , 
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h , and W e l l i n g t o n i n t h e N o r t h I s l a n d . Down s o u t h we s e e 
a r t i l l e r y d e p o t s a t N e l s o n , C h r i s t c h u r c h , T i m a r u , D u n e d i n , and 
I n v e r c a r g i l l . 

A u c k l a n d , W e l l i n g t o n , and C h r i s t c h u r c h were o l d b r i c k s t a b l e s and gun 
p a r k s d a t i n g back t o t h e Armed C o n s t a b u l a r y e r a . About 1909 t h e 
D e f e n c e Department e r e c t e d a s t a n d a r d t y p e of A r t i l l e r y b a r r a c k s a t t h e 
o t h e r s t a t i o n s . T h e s e were made of s t e e l t r u s s e s , h e a v y d u t y i r o n , a l l 
b o l t e d t o g e t h e r and were c a p a b l e of b e i n g d i s m a n t l e d and r e - e r e c t e d 
a t a n o t h e r l o c a t i o n . 

They were d e s i g n e d t o house 4/6 f i e l d g u n s , e i t h e r 1 8 - p r s or 4 . 5 - i n 
h o w i t z e r s i n a gun p a r k , w i t h an a r e a f o r a r t i f i c e r s s h o p, s t a b l e s f o r 
18/20 h o r s e s , h a r n e s s , s t o r e and f o r a g e rooms b e i n g a d j a c e n t t o t h e 
s t a b l e a r e a s . T h e r e was a b a t t e r y o f f i c e , w i t h s l e e p i n g accommodation 
u p s t a i r s , w h i c h i n c l u d e d a bathroom, k i t c h e n , and a s e p a r a t e bedroom 
f o r t h e NCO i / c . I n t h e b a r r a c k room was an open f i r e p l a c e . 

A d j a c e n t t o t h e gun p a r k was a c o v e r e d - i n d r i l l h a l l . T h e r e was u s u a l l y 
a l a r g e y a r d w i t h h o r s e - l i n e s f o r use i n f i n e w e a t h e r . The y a r d a r e a 
was u s e d f o r d r i v i n g d r i l l . The r e g u l a r s t a f f was an RNZA c a d r e o f 4/6 
NCOs and G u n n e r s . 

My f i r s t r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f t h e A r t i l l e r y i n Na-pier was a s a s m a l l boy. 
I was f a s c i n a t e d w i t h t h e A r t i l l e r y d r i v e r s and t h e i r h o r s e s d r i l l i n g 
i n a l a r g e paddock c l o s e t o t h e b a r r a c k s i n Owen S t r e e t . 

- • 

' F ' B a t t e r y NZA ( l a t e r 6 Fd B a t t e r y ) was i n r e s i d e n c e a t t h e t i m e . 

O t h e r s t a t i o n s were t h e o l d Mount Cook a r e a , n e a r B u c k l e S t r e e t . H ere 
were t h e l a r g e A l e x a n d r i a b a r r a c k s , w i t h i t s b r i c k gun p a r k s and s t a b l e s 
At t h i s t i m e t h e r e were mule s t a b l e s i n Tasman S t r e e t - a s 'D' B t y a t 
t h a t t i m e was a pack B t y . L a t e r i n t h e d a y s o f t h e T e r r i t o r i a l s , s t a b l e s 
s t i l l r e m a i n e d i n Tasman and B u c k l e S t r e e t s , where 5 t h B t y c a r r i e d o u t 
t h e i r t r a i n i n g . 
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S t i l l i n W e l l i n g t o n ( i t was 1 9 3 4 ) , a d i s u s e d b a r r a c k s i n . N e l s o n was 
d i s m a n t l e d and r e - e r e c t e d a t F o r t D o r s e t . I t was l o c a t e d on t h e 
e a s t e r n s i d e , n e a r t h e b e a c h . From t h e n on B a t t e r y t r a i n i n g was 
c o n c e n t r a t e d a t D o r s e t . G r a z i n g a r e a s were a t F o r t B a l l a n c e and h e r e 
we had h o r s e l i n e s f o r 50 a n i m a l s . 

A n o t h e r s t a t i o n I was f a m i l i a r w i t h was C e n t r a l B t y a t D u n e d i n . Here 
a g a i n were t h e o l d b r i c k b u i l d i n g s f o r gun p a r k s , s t a b l e s and s t o r e s . 

When c o m p u l s o r y s e r v i c e was r e - i n t r o d u c e d i n 1921 t h e t e r r i t o r i a l s and 
o t h e r b r a n c h e s of t h e Army c a r r i e d o u t o u t - o f - c a m p and in-camp t r a i n i n g 
A g a i n , l i k e t h e v o l u n t e e r e r a , camps were l o c a t e d a t r a c e - c o u r s e s and 
s how-grounds w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of t h e S o u t h e r n Command where t h e y 
camped a t S u t t o n i n C e n t r a l Otago. 

T h e s e camps were under c a n v a s , use b e i n g made of e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s , 
s t a b l e s and t h e l i k e . I n b e t w e e n u n i t s moving i n and out of camp, t h e 
h o r s e s were t u r n e d out f o r a r e s t i n t h e o v a l s of r a c e - c o u r s e s . 

T h e s e camps were h a r d work f o r t h e RNZA Camp S t a f f and i n s t r u c t o r s . 

Advance p a r t i e s moved i n t o camps i n l a t e J a n u a r y e a c h y e a r of t h e 
'camping s e a s o n . ' H o r s e s , g uns, a m m u n i t i o n , f o r a g e , t e n t a g e , and a l l " 
t h e many i t e m s r e q u i r e d were moved by r a i l t o t h e camp. H o r s e s were 
t r u c k e d f r o m t h e v a r i o u s s t a t i o n s and numbered 100 p l u s . Some of t h e 
j o u r n e y s were l o n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y f r o m W e l l i n g t o n t o W a i p u k u r a u and 
C h r i s t c h u r c h t o S u t t o n . Once t h e camps were e s t a b l i s h e d t h e T e r r i t o r i a l 
a r r i v e d , a g a i n by t r a i n and marched f r o m t h e s t a t i o n t o Camp. 

Then a t t h e end o f t h e camping s e a s o n t h e r e a r p a r t y had t o d i s m a n t l e 
t h e Camp, pack up s t o r e s f o r r e t u r n t o o r d n a n c e , and guns e t c t o home 
s t a t i o n s . At t h e end o f t h e A r t i l l e r y Camps i n t h e C e n t r a l Command, 
t h r e e mounted r i f l e r e g i m e n t s t h e n e n t e r e d Camp. Some RNZA H o r s e s 
were u s e d a s pack and g e n e r a l p u r p o s e a n i m a l s . RNZA p e r s o n n e l were 
d e t a i l e d f o r e x t r a camp d u t i e s w i t h t h e i r h o r s e s a t t h e s e camps. 

The f i n a l t a s k s a t r a c e - c o u r s e s and s how-grounds f o r t h e r e a r p a r t y 
were t o r e p a i r any damage t o b u i l d i n g s , g a t e s , and f e n c e s , l e a v i n g 
t h e s i t e i n a t i d y s t a t e . 

O t h e r l o c a t i o n s u s e d a s Camps w e r e : -

N g a r u a w a h i a 
R o t o r u a 
F r a n k t o n 
F o x t o n 

T r e n t h a m 
Wai p u k u r a u 
F e a t h e r s t o n 
W a i o u r u 

Burnham 
R e d c l i f f s 
S c a r b o r o u g h 
Sutfeoa 

L I V E SHELL PRACTICE 

The h i g h l i g h t of 
o v e r t h e l a s t two 
RNZA s t a f f ( R a n g e 
M a t e r i a l s f o r t h e 
a s s e m b l e d on s i t e 
remember t h i s q u i 
a members o f t h e 
f r o m Camp f o r abo 
Range P a r t y had a 

a n n u a l camps was l i v e s h e l l p r a c t i c e , w h i c h e x t e n d e d 
d a y s o f t h e t r o o p s ' s t a y . i n Camp. P r i o r t o t h i s t h e 
P a r t y ) r ode out t o t h e r a n g e t o e r e c t t a r g e t s , 
t a r g e t s were h e s s i a n and wood. The t a r g e t s were 

. The m a t e r i a l s b e i n g t a k e n by pack h o r s e s . I 
t e w e l l a t b oth W a i p u k u r a u and W a i o u r u Camps a s I was 
Range P a r t y many t i m e s . I t was a l o n g day b e i n g away 
u t 12 h o u r s . A f t e r t h e f i r i n g c e a s e d f o r t h e day t h e 
l o n g r i d e home, o f t e n r e a c h i n g Camp a f t e r d a r k . 

To be c o n t i n u e d . 



TELEPHONE: (09) 5700360 16TH FIELD REGIMENT I &fiW. 
ROYAL NEW ZEALAND ARTILLERY 
MOUNT WELLINGTON BARRACKS 
PRIVATE BAG 
PANMURE 
AUCKLAND 

OPENING OF THE RNZA FOYER. 

Date/Time: 
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39 Mt W e l l i n g t o n Highway 
Panmure 

(North end of o l d F i s h e r & P a y k e l B u i l d i n g ) 

I n f o r m a l 

O f f i c i a l Opening 
P r e s e n t a t i o n on RNZA H i s t o r y and p a s t / p r e s e n t 
equipment 
A f t e r n o o n Tea 
P a r t n e r s Welcome 

A bus w i l l u p l i f t t h e Old Comrades from t h e 
B i r k e n h e a d RSA a t 1300 h r s . A l l p e r s o n n e l who 
w i s h t o u s e t h i s s e r v i c e MUST RING TO BOOK BY 
10 MAY 1992. 

By Phone to LBdr H u i r i a m a (09) 5700360 
or C o n t a c t the RSM WO 1 I a n F o s t e r (09) 5700356 
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A G e n e r a l P l e a . 

•We r e q u i r e i n f o r m a t i o n / a r t i c l e s on t h e 3.7" H o w i t z e r . Any 
p e r s o n t h a t s e r v e d on t h e s e guns i n NZ o r O v e r s e a s and can h e l p 
us p l e a s e c o n t a c t t h e RSM WO 1 I a n F o s t e r . 

1 6 t h F i e l d Regiment i s g o i n g t o open a RNZA Corp H i s t o r y 
Room. Any i n f o r m a t i o n / s t o r i e s / p h o t o s / a r t i f a c t s w i l l be g r a t e f u l l y 
r e c e i v e d . A l l a r t i c l e s w i l l be c a t a l o g u e d . Any p e r s o n who w i s h e s 
t o h e l p t r a c e and o r g a n i z e t h e Corp h i s t o r y p l e a s e c o n t a c t t h e 
RSM. 
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