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NEW ZEALAND PERMANENT FORCE OLD COMRADES A S S O C I A T I O N INC 
PO BOX 33 7 1 0 , TAKAPUNA. AUCKLAND 9 

NEWSLETTER No 80 

December 1993 A R e g i s t e r e d P u b l i c a t i o n 

SEASONS G R E E T I N G S : Our P a t r o n , P r e s i d e n t , and E x e c u t i v e e x t e n d t o a l l 
Members t h e c o m p l i m e n t s o f t h e s e a s o n , and b e s t w i s h e s f o r 1 9 9 4 . 

L A S T P O S T : 

1640 L i e u t e n a n t RA ( B o b ) R u d g e , 17 Nov 9*3, a t T h a m e s . 
33842 M a j o r DH ( D a v i d ) R o l l o MBE, 15 Dec 9 3 , a t W e l l i n g t o n . 
CHANGES OF A D D R E S S : 

W . P . B e v e r i d g e t o 49 G l o u c e s t e r S t , G r e e n m e a d o w s , N a p i e r . 
C a p t a i n S . H . B r y a n t t o U n i t 3 , 9 I k a m a t u a L a n e , C h r i s t c h u r c h 2 . 
W02 G.W. F o r r e s t e r t o 10B M c K i n n o n C r e s c e n t , W a i o u r u . 
C a p t a i n B . D . M i l l y n n t o 460 F i t z g e r a l d R d , D r u r y . 
C o l o n e l T . O ' R e i l l y t o New Z e a l a n d O b s e r v e r s , UNAVEM I I , U N i t e d N a t i o n s 
HQ, L u a n d a , A n g o l a , c / o PO Box 1 3 8 1 7 , O n e h u n g a , A u c k l a n d . 
Mrs C . Z . Cook t o 3 / 6 A r t h u r R d , Manurewa 1 7 0 2 . 
NEW MEMBERS: 

1764 CW ( C h a r l i e ) R e i d , 314 Mackay S t , Thames ( r e v i v e d m e m b e r s h i p ) . 
1860 0L ( O s c a r ) T r i t t , 27 K i w i S t , O n e r o a , W a i h e k e I s . 
L 4 7 8 2 7 W02 G . ( G R a n t ) Robb RNZA, 16 F i e l d R e g f RNZA, P r i v a t e B a g , W a i o u r u 
Mrs TG ( T u i ) M c L e a y , 8 K e i t h a P l a c e , K i n l o c h R D 1 , Taupo ( H o n o r a r y ) . 
Mrs CM ( C o n s t a n c e ) S h e p h e r d , 22 B a s e S t , V i c t o r i a P t , Q u e e n s l a n d 4 1 6 5 , 

( A s s o c i a t e ) 

Mrs S ( S y l v i a ) R u d g e , 711 Queen S t , Thames ( A s s o c i a t e ) . 

L I F E MEMBER: 
1573 M a j o r A J ( D u t c h ) H o l l a n d , 2 / 2 5 Ashdown P I , P a p a k u r a , we f 23 J u n 9 3 . 

NB: We do n o t h a v e d a t e s o f b i r t h o f a l l m e m b e r s . Any member who h a s 
t u r n e d 80 o r i s a b o u t to t u r n 80 and h a s n o t been named a L i f e Member 
p l e a s e c o n t a c t S e c r e t a r y . 

REUNIONS: 

7 A Tk R e g t : 8 - 9 - 1 0 March 94 a t A l e x a n d e r P a r k R a c e w a y , G r e e n l a n e , 
E p s o m , A u c k l a n d . C o n t a c t R. C u r r i e , R e u n i o n S e c r e t a r y , 565 H i l l s b o r o u g h 
R d , Mt R o s k i l l , A u c k l a n d 4 . Phone 0 9 / 6 2 6 4 4 3 5 . 

6 F i e l d R e g t : N a t i o n a l r e u n i o n , G i s b o r n e , 1 5 - 1 6 - 1 7 Oc t 9 4 . F u r t h e r 
d e t a i l s l a t e r . C o n t a c t . S e c r e t a r y , G i s b o r n e R S A , Box 1 4 9 , G i s b o r n e . 

NZ K o r e a V e t e r a n s A s s o c i a t i o n : Hawkes B a y ; n a t i o n a l r e u n i o n 2 8 - 2 9 - 3 0 
Oc t 9 4 , H a s t i n g s . E n q u i r i e s t o S e c r e t a r y , L e o M c L a u g h l i n , Box 5 6 0 , 
H a s t i n g s . Phone 0 6 / 8 3 5 7 6 0 1 

NZ ' J ' F o r c e and B C 0 F G o l d e n J u b i l e e R e u n i o n : P a s c a l S t S t a d i u m , 
p a l m e r s t o n N o r t h , 1 7 - 2 0 Mar 9 5 . A l l a rmed s e r v i c e s who s e r v e d i n J a p a n 
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w e l c o m e . F o r r e g i s t r a t i o n and e n q u i r i e s w r i t e R e u n i o n S e c r e t a r y , 
Box 4 7 3 , F e i l d i n g . 

NEWS FROM AROUND AND ABOUT: 

C o l o n e l Tom O ' R e i l l y h a s been made C h i e f o f S t a f f o f t h e UN A n g o l a 
V e r i f i c a t i o n M i s s i o n ( U N A V E M ) , and h a s a l r e a d y l e f t f o r A n g o l a . UNAVEM 
was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1988 to o v e r s e e t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f Cuban t r o o p s f r o m 
A n g o l a . I n 1991 i t s r o l e was e x t e n d e d to c o v e r t h e c i v i l war c e a s e f i r e 
and t h e e n s u i n g e l e c t i o n s . 

On a t r i p t o A u s t r a l i a i n November P a u l O ' C o n n o r , ou r C a n t e r b u r y R e p , 
v i s i t e d C o l i n Young on h i s G o l d C o a s t 1 0 - a c r e b l o c k and new h o m e s t e a d . 
A l t h o u g h C o l i n h a s r e c e n t l y had a t r i p l e b y - p a s s o p e r a t i o n , P a u l s a y s he 
i s s t i l l a s a c t i v e a s a t w e n t y - y e a r - o l d , and h a s e s t a b l i s h e d h i m s e l f 
e x t r e m e l y w e l l . Anyone w i s h i n g t o c o n t a c t C o l i n may o b t a i n a d d r e s s and 
phone number f r o m P a u l . 

P h i l C a l v e r t h a s been a p p o i n t e d an H o n o r a r y Member o f t h e RAA O f f i c e r s 
Mess ( A r t i l l e r y C e n t r e a t N o r t h H e a d ) , w h i c h he v e r y much a p p r e c i a t e 
D u r i n g a t r i p t o t h e UK and E u r o p e some two mon ths ago he s p e n t t h r e e 
n i g h t s a t t h e RA M e s s , W o o l w i c h , a n d , he s a y s , he was a t l a s t a b l e t o 
s p e n d some t i m e a t t h e R o t u n d a Museum. 

W02 G r a n t R o b b , BSM 163 B a t t e r y , i s a n x i o u s t o o b t a i n h i s t o r i c a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e B a t t e r y w h i c h h a s r e c e n t l y been r e - a c t i v a t e d . He 
i s p r o d u c i n g h o n o u r s b o a r d s f e a t u r i n g p a s t BCs and B S M s , bu t t o d a t e 
h a s n o t p r o g r e s s e d f a r beyond t h e B a t t e r y ' s t i m e i n K o r e a ( 1 9 5 0 - 5 4 ) . 
I n p a r t i c u l a r he n e e d s i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e B a t t e r y ' s s e c o n d p e r i o d o f 
a c t i v a t i o n ( 1 9 5 8 - 6 3 ) . I f any member c a n a s s i s t G r a n t p l e a s e c o n t a c t h im 
a t 16 F i e l d R e g i m e n t RNZA, A T G , P r i v a t e B a g , W a i o u r u . 

S e l B r y a n t , b a c k f r o m a t r i p v i s i t i n g h i s s o n i n C a n a d a , r e p o r t s t h a t 
he t o o k p a r t i n a t o u r w h i c h i n c l u d e d a s t a y i n K i n g s t o n , t h e o l d 
c a p i t a l o f O n t a r i o . H e r e i s s i t u a t e d o l d F o r t H e n r y w h i c h once c o n t r o l l e 
t r a f f i c on t h e S t L a w r e n c e R i v e r , and w h e r e a r e s t i l l p r e s e r v e d a number 
o f p i e c e s o f o r d n a n c e some o f w h i c h d a t e b a c k a c o u p l e o f c e n t u r i e s . 
D u r i n g t h e summer s e l e c t e d guns a r e manned by s t u d e n t s d r e s s e d i n pe" }d 
u n i f o r m , a f i r s t - c l a s s t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n w h i c h i s a g r e a t m o n e y - s p i i . _ a r 
f o r t h e l o c a l s . 

Tarn Chapman , ou r W e l l i n g t o n R e p . , 
o f t h e NZ Army A s s o c i a t i o n h e l d a t 
on 20 Oc t 9 3 . Of g r e a t e s t i n t e r e s t 
f u t u r e o f t h e Armed S e r v i c e s , t h e 
RF u n d e r one command. The G e n e r a l 
i n t e g r a t i o n o f v a r i o u s u n i t s . The 
e a c h o f FOUR g u n s . T h e r e f o l l o w e d 

i n s p i t e w h i c h a r e s t i l l t h r i v i n g 

a t t e n d e d t h e a n n u a l g e n e r a l m e e t i n g 
t h e M e s s i n e s Army C e n t r e , T r e n t h a m , 
was an a d d r e s s by t h e CGS on t h e 

m a i n t h r u s t o f w h i c h w o u l d s e e T F and 
g a v e a d e t a i l e d r u n down o f t h e 
R N Z A ( R F ) w o u l d c o m p r i s e two b a t t e r i e s 
l e n g t h y d i s c u s s i o n on t h e C a d e t F o r c e s 
o f c o n t i n u a l f i n a n c i a l c o n s t r a i n t . 

Mr GH ( G e o r g e ) H o g a n , 24 B a n g a l o w S t , E t t a l o n g 2 2 5 7 , NSW, i s t r y i n g to 
g e t t h e A u s t r a l i a n G o v e r n m e n t to a r r a n g e a t r i p t o L a b u a n I s l a n d d u r i n g 
1 9 9 5 , t h e 5 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e l a n d i n g t h e r e d u r i n g W o r l d War 2 . Any 
members i n t e r e s t e d c o n t a c t G e o r g e d i r e c t f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n . 

COMMITTEE M E E T I N G : 
i n t h e m a i n l o u n g e , 
members w e l c o m e . 

The n e x t m e e t i n g w i l l be h e l d on S a t u r d a y 19 Feb 94 
B i r k e n h e a d R S A , commenc ing 1000 h r s . N o n - c o m m i t t e e 



REGIMENTAL OPEN DAY: 

16 F i e l d R e g i m e n t RNZA w i l l be h o l d i n g an open day a t t h e i r h e a d q u a r t e r s 
i n W a i o u r u Camp on S a t u r d a y 12 Feb 9 4 . A c c o m m o d a t i o n w i l l be a v a i l a b l e 
on t h e n i g h t s 11 and 12 F e b . I n t e n d i n g v i s i t o r s t o make own t r a n s p o r t 
a r r a n g e m e n t s . 

NZPFOCA REUNION 1 9 9 4 ; W i l l be h e l d i n Taupo 1 8 - 1 9 - 2 0 November 1 9 9 4 . 
Mark t h i s d a t e on y o u r c a l e n d a r / d i a r y NOW. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 20 NOV 9 3 : F o l l o w i n g i s t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s r e p o r t : 

I t i s w i t h g r e a t p l e a s u r e t h a t I am a b l e o n c e more t o s a y we l come to 
t h o s e p r e s e n t a t ou r AGM. 

What a p i t y t h a t t h e r e a r e n o t a f e w new y o u n g e r f a c e s . Maybe i n t h e 
f u t u r e t h i s w i l l o c c u r . A t p r e s e n t i n NZ o u r R e g u l a r F o r c e i s s a d l y 
d e p l e t e d a s t o wha t w e , t h e p a s t m e m b e r s , l i k e d t o t h i n k was a v e r y 
s p e c i a l p a r t o f ou r l i v e s . The new members c o u l d be com ing t h o u g h , a s i n 
C o l . W i l l i a m s and RSM I . F o s t e r o f t h e 1 6 t h F i e l d we h a v e two v e r y good 
m e m b e r s . 

As i t happened I was f o r t u n a t e enough to be i n W a i o u r u a s a g u e s t o f t h e 
1 6 t h F i e l d f o r G u n n e r s D a y . The c o u r t e s i e s shown t o a l l t h e o l d G u n n e r s 
p r e s e n t by t h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n was w o n d e r f u l . T h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
i n t e r e s t shown l e f t n o t h i n g t o be d e s i r e d . D u r i n g t h e t i m e t h e r e I 
m e n t i o n e d to I a n a b o u t t h e members o f t h e R e g t . j o i n i n g t h e O ld 
C o m r a d e s . The r e p l y was t h a t none o f them had t h e t h r e e y e a r s r e q u i r e d 
t o become m e m b e r s . I h a v e no doub t w i t h - t h e l i k e s o f I a n a r o u n d , a l t h o u g h 
t h e numbers o f R e g u l a r F o r c e G u n n e r s i s n o t g r e a t , i n t h e f u t u r e ou r 
r a n k s w i l l be i n c r e a s e d . A l l c a n be a s s u r e d t h a t t h e p r e s e n t G u n n e r i s 
s t i l l a c r e d i t t o t h e c o u n t r y . 

Our c u r r e n t P a t r o n G e n e r a l H a s s e t t s t i l l r e m a i n s a t o w e r o f s t r e n g t h t o 
t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . A l s o a s C o l o n e l Commandant he c e r t a i n l y k e e p s h i s 
f i n g e r on t h e p u l s e o f t h i n g s a s f a r a s t h e G u n n e r s a r e c o n c e r n e d . 

A l f S m i t h , a l t h o u g h no t k e e p i n g t h e b e s t o f h e a l t h i s s t i l l a r r a n g i n g 
a c o u p l e o f g e t - t o g e t h e r s a t t h e B i r k e n h e a d R S A . T h e s e l i t t l e f u n c t i o n s 
a r e a p p r e c i a t e d and i n t h e m a i n q u i t e w e l l a t t e n d e d . Any members i n 
A u c k l a n d a t t h e t i m e t h e s e f u n c t i o n s a r e o n , s h o u l d a t t e n d , and e n j o y 
t h e c a m a r a d e r i e w h i c h i s i n e v i d e n c e t h e r e . 

About ou r S e c r e t a r y W a l l y . What more c a n one s a y t h a t h a s a l r e a d y been 
s a i d . The t i m e and r e s e a r c h he p u t s i n t o k e e p members i n f o r m e d o f wha t 
i s g o i n g on i s g r e a t . So a b i g t h a n k you W a l l y f o r a j o b w e l l d o n e . 

Des O ' C o n n o r , ou r T r e a s u r e r , i s a l s o s t i l l d o i n g a g r e a t j o b w i t h t h e 
f i n a n c i a l a f f a i r s . By l o o k i n g a t t h e b a l a n c e s h e e t one c a n s e e t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n i s i n a good h e a l t h y s t a t e . Many t h a n k s t o h i s d e d i c a t i o n 
t o t h e j o b o v e r t h e y e a r s . 

To t h e C o m m i t t e e I w o u l d a l s o t h a n k them f o r t h e i r a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e 
m e e t i n g s and t h e i r l o y a l t y t o t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . And a b i g t h a n k s t o t h e 
D i s t r i c t R e p s , who i f i t was n o t f o r t h e i r r e p o r t s , we w o u l d be u n a b l e 
t o l e t t h e members know wha t i s g o i n g on w i t h i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

So many t h a n k s to a l l t h o s e i n a t t e n d a n c e t o - d a y , and w i t h a l i t t l e 
l u c k hope to s e e you a l l h e r e n e x t y e a r . 

MEMBERS: ( S g d ) A l l a n B o y d , P r e s i d e n t . 

F u l l 
A s s o c i a t e 
L i f e 
H o n o r a r y 

271 
42 
31 

4 

20 Nov 9 3 . 

T o t a l 3 4 8 . 
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A P O L O G I E S WERE R E C E I V E D FROM: L E A U T R I D G E , T J ARNOTT, RE A T K I N S , 
J R BASHAM, N B E N N E T T S , H G B I G G - W I T H E R , EG B I C K E R T O N , , GW BLANDFORD, 
C J BRAGG, L J BRADY, SH B R Y A N T , HS C O C K S , RW C O E , CZ COOK, C J C C R O O K E S , 
M C R I C H T O N , I J DOAK, BD D R E Y E R , DP DUMBLETON, EA F O R B E S , NV F O R B E S , 
GC F O R R E S T E R , JD G I B B , FH G I B B I S O N , R J GOLDSWORTHY, PM G R E G G , RA H A R R I S , 
C J HAYDEN, MJ H E L L Y E R , EG H I G H T , A J HOLLAND, T HUGHES, HB HONNOR, 
R J A Q U E S , D J O N E S , HL J O N E S , DL K E N N I N G , E L A K I T N E Y , KF L E E , EC L I L E , 
EC MORGAN, TSG MORGAN, WB MORLAND, JW MONK, GC M A N S F I E L D , R J M A R T I N , 
RO M E Y E R , BD M I L L Y N , WBF McALLUM, RB M c I V E R , A J MacDONALD, R NEWTH, 
G N O R R I S , T O ' R E I L L Y , SM P A T T E R S O N , P J P A G E , LA P E A R C E , MS P H I L L I P S , 
T P I L C H E R , A P I L C H E R . L J P Y E , RA RUDGE, J McL R O S S , HGC S A L T , J J SHERSON 
J F S P R I N G , J J S K I L T O N , , CWN S T A N B R I D G E , CC STEWART, E SUTHERLAND, 
E STANDEN, WN STEPHENSON, VG S V E N D S E N , AB T U S T I N , J T TRANSOM, 
LW THORNTON, I G W I L S O N , L W I L S O N , LW WRIGHT, SD WRIGHT, D J W A L L A C E , 
CS WOODS, D WESTON, RN W Y L D E , GR YOUNG. 

AGM P R O C E E D I N G S : 

F I N A N C E : E a c h member p r e s e n t r e c e i v e d a copy o f t h e I n c o m e & E x p e n d i t u r e 
A c c o u n t and B a l a n c e S h e e t w j i i c h once a g a i n showed t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s 
f i n a n c e s t o be i n a h e a l t h y " " ' aMe i n no s m a l l m e a s u r e t o t h e g e n e r o s i t y 
o f c e r t a i n members who make d o n a t i o n s o v e r and a b o v e t h e i r c o m m i t m e n t s . 

S U B S C R I P T I O N 1 9 9 4 ; t o r e m a i n a t $5 p e r annum ( $ 2 - 5 0 f o r l a d y a s s o c i a W s ) 

S E C R E T A R Y ' S HONORARIUM: To r e m a i n a t $ 2 5 0 p e r annum. 

ANNUAL R E P O R T S : R e c e i v e d f r o m A J S m i t h ( A u c k l a n d and N o r t h S h o r e ) , 
I A R o w n t r e e ( T h a m e s / C o r o m a n d e l ) , I S F o s t e r ( W a i o u r u ) , J G G l l b e r d 
Bay o f P l e n t y / H a w k e s B a y ) , T J Chapman ( . W e l l i n g t o n / H u t t V a l l e y ) . See 
a b o v e f o r P r e s i d e n t ' s R e p o r t . 

E L E C T I O N OF O F F I C E R S : A l l O f f i c e r s w e r e r e - e l e c t e d w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n 
o f t h e P r e s i d e n t ; o u r new P r e s i d e n t i s C a p t a i n J a m e s G . G i l b e r d . 

G E N E R A L : Our P a t r o n , G e n e r a l Ron H a s s e t t , g a v e an i n t e r e s t i n g a d d r e s s 
on t h e R e g i m e n t and on f u t u r e p l a n s f o r t h e Army Museum w h i c h i s a b o u t 
t o u n d e r g o an e x t e n s i v e r e o r g a n i s a t i o n , e x p a n s i o n , and i m p r o v e m e n t o f 
f a c i l i t i e s t o e n s u r e l o n g - t e r m p r e s e r v a t i o n o f a r t i f a c t s and h i s t o r y , 
a s w e l l a s make i t more v i a b l e c o m m e r c i a l l y . 

REUNION D I N N E R : Our g u e s t s o f Honour w e r e L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l Graeme 
W i l l i a m s , CO 16 F i e l d R e g i m e n t RNZA, and h i s good l a d y M a r i e , a c c o m p a n i e 
by H a r r y ANDERSON, Doug ADAMS and d a u g h t e r H e l e n , C h a r l i e A N N I S , S h a y 
B A S S E T T , B i l l and J a s m i n e B E V E R I D G E , Guy B L A C K W E L L , A l l a n and E l s i e T YD 
I r i s B O Y T E R , B a r r y and Anne C A L D E R , Tom and M a r g a r e t CHAPMAN, M a t t a n . 
R o s a l i e CRAWLEY, B e r t DYSON, Dan and D o r o t h y F O L E Y , I a n and Sue F O S T E R , 
J a c k FRAME, W a l l y and A l i s o n F R A S E R , B i l l and Emma G I L E S , J i m and Dot 
G I L B E R D and d a u g h t e r G l e n y s , J a c k G I L L O O L Y , B e r y l H Y N E S , B a r n e y HARROP, 
Ron and M i k e H A S S E T T , J a m e s HORN, Bob and B e t t y K E R S L A K E , J a c k K E A R N E Y , 
A s h l e y K I N G , F r a n k and D e n i s e L U P O , B r i a n and T i l l e y M E Y E R , V i c and 
A u d r e y M E Y L E , G e o r g e and P a t t i M I L N , I a n and Rene McLEAN, N e i l and H e l e n 
McMAHON, H a r o l d N ICHOLSON, Reg NUTSFORD, Des and B u n t y O'CONNOR, B i l l 
and J o y c e P O W R I E , I a n and I r i s ROWNTREE, Robby and J o y c e ROBINSON, 
W a l l y R U F F E L L and d a u g h t e r L o r r a i n e , A l f SMITH and d a u g h t e r C a r r o l l , 
Gordon and No ra WEAVER, W a l t e r and Anna McKINNON, J o e HANVEY. 

I a n F o s t e r , who was D i n i n g V i c e P r e s i d e n t , p r o p o s e d t h e t o a s t " T h e 
R e g i m e n t " w h i l e J i m G i l b e r t p r o p o s e d t h e t o a s t " A b s e n t C o m r a d e s . " 

I n h i s r e p l y t o t h e t o a s t " T h e R e g i m e n t " Graeme W i l l i a m s d e a l t m a i n l y 
w i t h t h e r e c e n t i n c r e a s e i n t h e s t r e n g t h o f 16 F i e l d R e g i m e n t , and t h e 
p r o b l e m s i t i n v o l v e d . 

H i s t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g a d d r e s s c o m p a r e d t h e W o r l d War 1 , W o r l d War 2 , 
and K o r e a n War r e c r u i t - who c o u l d i n s t i n c t i v e l y s u r v i v e i n t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t i n w h i c h he had t o t r a i n and f i g h t - w i t h t h e m o d e r n , 
s o f t e r , b e t t e r - e d u c a t e d ( ? ) , c i t y - d w e l l i n g t y p e e n c o u n t e r e d t o d a y . 
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W h i l e t h e f o r m e r had o n l y to be t a u g h t how to f i g h t , t h e l a t t e r h a s 
t o be t a u g h t t h e b a s i c s o f s u r v i v a l a s w e l l a s t h e n e c e s s i t y o f d o i n g 
a s he i s t o l d . 

CHURCH PARADE: H e l d i n t h e m e e t i n g h o u s e T i k i o t e T a m a m u t u , t h e s e r v i c e 
a t w h i c h R e v . B i l l McLeay a g a i n o f f i c i a t e d , was a s u s u a l w e l l - a t t e n d e d . 
Y o u r S e c r e t a r y r e a d t h e f i r s t l e s s o n , B i l l P o w r i e t h e s e c o n d . Hymn 
s h e e t s we re p r o v i d e d and we w e r e f o r t u n a t e to h a v e a p i a n i s t , Mrs H e l e n 
McMahon, w h i l e T u i McLeay a b l y l e d t h e s i n g i n g . . 

The c o m m i t t e e had r e c e n t l y e l e c t e d T u i an h o n o r a r y member f o r h e r 
a s s i s t a n c e i n o r g a n i s i n g ou r s c h u r c h p a r a d e s o v e r t h e y e a r s , and a t t h e 
c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e s e r v i c e s h e t h a n k e d t h e A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e h o n o u r , 
a t t h e same t i m e s h e had d e r i v e d much p l e a s u r e f r o m h e l p i n g u s . 

ONE FOR THE ROAD: S u i t e ' A ' was once a g a i n t h e v e n u e f o r a l a s t d r i n k 
t o g e t h e r and f a r e w e l l s u n t i l 1 9 9 4 . 

THANKS a r e due t o J o e Hanvey who d r o v e t h e m i n i b u s t o and f r o m RSA and 
Y a c h t C l u b f o r members w i s h i n g to a v o i d - c o n f l i c t w i t h t h e l a w t h r o u g h 
o v e r - i m b i b i n g . 

We a r e a l s o g r a t e f u l t o T e r e s s e K a r a i t i a n a o f t h e Spa H o t e l who k i n d l y 
l e n t h e r e l e c t r o n i c p i a n o f o r t h e c h u r c h p a r a d e . 

S t BARBARAS DAY S O C I A L : H e l d on 15 D e c e m b e r , t h e n e a r e s t c o n v e n i e n t 
Wednesday to S t B a r b a r a ' s D a y , a t B i r k e n h e a d R S A , t h i s f u n c t i o n a g a i n 
p r o v e d v e r y s u c c e s s f u l t h a n k s t o ou r A u c k l a n d / N o r t h S h o r e R e p . , A l f 
S m i t h . I t was g r a t i f y i n g to s e e members who f o r v a r i o u s r e a s o n s w e r e 
u n a b l e to a t t e n d t h e Taupo r e u n i o n , i n c l u d i n g f o u r o f ou r w i d o w s . T h e 
f o l l o w i n g a t t e n d e d : H a r r y ANDERSON, E r i c and P a t t i A U T R I D G E , E r i c and 
J o y c e B I C K E R T O N , Guy B L A C K W E L L , I r i s B O Y T E R , Win B L A C K , V a l B A K E R , 
A l l a n and E l s i e BOYD, Dan and D o r o t h y F O L E Y , Nev F I S H E R , F r a n k G I B B I S O N , 
B a r n e y HARROP, J o a n K E I N Z L E Y , He rb M I L N E , D i c k M I T C H E L L , B i l l and 
E s t e l l e MORLAND, V i c and A u d r e y M E Y L E , Reg NUTSFORD, Des and B u n t y 
O'CONNOR, B i l l and J o y c e P O W R I E , Don P O T T E R , J i m R O S S , I a n and I r i s 
ROWNTREE, W a l l y R U F F E L L , W a l l y R U S S E L L , ( n o t a m i s s p r i n t ) , H e n r y and 
T h e l m a S A L T , A l f S M I T H , V i c SVENDSEN, M a r g a r e t S T I T T , T e r r y and J o a n 
TRANSOM, L e s and J o a n WILSON, Gordon and Nora WEAVER, Y o g i YOUNG. 

THE GUN 

C o n t i n u e d f r om N e w s l e t t e r 79 

MECHANISATION ( C o n t i n u e d ) : 
» 

The s o l e a t t e m p t a t m e c h a n i s a t i o n o f medium a r t i l l e r y 
p r i o r t o 1938 was t h e p u r c h a s e o f two Model 1925 H o l t 
t r a c t o r s o f A m e r i c a n o r i g i n . T h e s e w e r e f u l l y t r a c k e d 
v e h i c l e s , bo th e v e n t u a l l y b e i n g h e l d a t F o r t D o r s e t , 
t h e c a m p i n g s e a s o n t h e y we re r a i l e d t o t h e t r a i n i n g camps f o r t h e 
medium a r t i l l e r y b a t t e r i e s , e . g . R o t o r u a , W a i p u k u r a u , o r W a i o u r u . 

p r i m e m o v e r s 
u s e d s h o r t l y a f t e r 
guns was u n d e r t a k e n 
2 0 - c w t AA g u n s , t h e 

guns had to be moved a t o t h e r t i m e s o r p l a c e s 
h i r e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e . The H o l t s c e a s e d to be 
o u t b r e a k o f Wor l d War 2 when towage o f medium 
L e y l a n d t r u c k s p r e v i o u s l y u s e d to tow QF 3 - i n 
h a v i n g been r e l e g a t e d to a s t a t i c r o l e . 

By W a l l y R u f f e l l 

i n New Z e a l a n d 
C a t e r p p i l l a r 
p e t r o l - d r i v e n 

W e l l i n g t o n . D u r i n g 

I f 
w e r e 
t h e 
by 
l a t t e r 

When t o w i n g a BL 6 - i n h o w i t z e r o r BL 6 0 - p r gun t h e H o l t s a c h i e v e d a 
maximum s p e e d o f a b o u t 10 mph ( 1 6 k p h ) on t h e r o a d , w h i l e p e t r o l 
c o n s u m p t i o n a v e r a g e d two m i l e s p e r g a l l o n ( 1 4 2 l i t r e s p e r 100 km ! ) . 
F o r c r o s s - c o u n t r y work s p e e d was s l o w e r and f u e l c o n s u m p t i o n h i g h e r . 

The H o l t s w e r e r e l i a b l e , e a s y t o d r i v e , and e a s y to m a i n t a i n 
' dumb ' Gunne r c o u l d l e a r n a l l a b o u t a H o l t i n one d a y . 

E v e n a 
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T h e y had no b a t t e r i e s ; l i g h t i n g ( h e a d l a m p s o n l y ) was by a c e t y l e n e g a s , 
w h i l e i g n i t i o n was by m a g n e t o . The l a t t e r was f i t t e d w i t h an i m p u l s e 
s t a r t e r w h i c h made s t a r t i n g q u i t e e a s y , two o r t h r e e t u r n s o f t h e c r a n k 
h a n d l e b e i n g s u f f i c i e n t e v e n on a w i n t e r ' s m o r n i n g a t F o r t D o r s e t , 

B e i n g f u l l y t r a c k e d t h e i r c r o s s - c o u n t r y p e r f o r m a n c e was e x c e l l e n t , i f 
r a t h e r s l o w . One o f t h e H o l t s i s shown i n F i g . 2 3 . 

F i g . 2 3 : One o f t h e H o l t T r a c t o r s 
a t F o r t D o r s e t i n 1 9 3 8 . Note 
t h e ' s t r a i g h t 
Number 1 , who 
r e a l l y had to 
h i m s e l f h e a r d ! 
i n t h e 
w r i t e r 

d r i v e r ' s 

p i p e ' e x h a u s t . The 
a c c o m p a n i e d t h e Dvr 
s h o u t to make 

The 'dumb G u n n e r ' 
s e a t i s t h e 

F o r m e c h a n i c a l t r a c t i o n t h e s o l e m o d i f i c a t i o n to gun c a r r i a g e s p r i o r 
to W o r l d War 2 ( i n New Z e a l a n d ) was t h e f i t t i n g o f r u b b e r pads t o t h 
o l d wooden i r o n - t y r e d w h e e l s o f W o r l d War 1 . So t h e w h e e l s wou ld n o t 
f a l l t o p i e c e s s p e e d was l i m i t e d t o 15 mph ( 2 4 k p h ) . A f t e r t h e o u t b r e a k 
o f war l o c a l p a t t e r n b o g i e s made up f r o m c o m m e r c i a l - t y p e t r u c k w h e e l s 
w e r e f i t t e d , a 6 - i n h o w i t z e r so m o d i f i e d b e i n g shown i n F i g . 2 4 . They 
w e r e n o t s a t i s f a c t o r y ; t h e e q u i p m e n t d i d n o t ' t r a c k ' w e l l and was more 
d i f f i c u l t t o h a n d l e i n a c t i o n t h a n t h e W o r l d War 1 v e r s i o n . 

D u r i n g W o r l d War 2 t h e 6 - i n h o w i t z e r and 6 0 - p r gun w e r e s u p e r s e d e d by 
t h e BL 5 . 5 - i n and 4 . 5 - i n guns r e s p e c t i v e l y . T h e l a t t e r w e r e f i t t e d w i t h 
h e a v y p n e u m a t i c - t y r e d w h e e l s d e s i g n e d f o r m e c h a n i c a l t o w a g e . 

F i g . 2 4 : 6 - i n h o w i t z e r 
on l o c a l p a t t e r n b o g i e 
p r o d u c e d i n New Zea .' 'd 
d u r i n g W o r l d War 2 . 
d i d no t ' t r a c k ' w e l l -
a s t h e t r a i l o f s m a s h e d 
o n e - w a y b r i d g e s round 
t h e c o u n t r y amp ly 
t e s t i f i e d . The t r a c t o r 
i s an e x - 3 - i n 2 0 - c w t 
L e y l a n d . 

S E L F - P R O P E L L E D ( S P ) GUNS - A N T I - A I R C R A F T : 

A t t e m p t s t o mount guns on w h e e l e d o r t r a c k e d v e h i c l e s w i t h b u i l t - i n 
means o f p r o p u l s i o n d a t e b a c k a c e n t u r y , bu t few met w i t h t h e a p p r o v a l 
o f m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s u n t i l t h e d e c a d e l e a d i n g up to W o r l d War 1 . 
Most o f t h e e a r l i e r t y p e s w e r e d e s i g n e d to c a r r y m a c h i n e guns i n t h e 
i n f a n t r y o r c a v a l r y r o l e s . 
The f i r s t SP e q u i p m e n t s to c a r r y o r d n a n c e w e r e i n t e n d e d f o r a c t i o n 
a g a i n s t b a l l o o n s - w h i c h had been u s e d f o r m i l i t a r y o b s e r v a t i o n 
p u r p o s e s s i n c e N a p o l e o n i c t i m e s . I n 1909 t h e German f i r m s o f K r u p p and 
E h r h a r d t p r o d u c e d r e s p e c t i v e l y 75 and 50-mm guns on h i g h - a n g l e moun ts 
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c a r r i e d on t h e d e c k s o f c o m m e r c i a l - t y p e t r u c k s m o d i f i e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e 
N e e d l e s s to s a y , w i t h t h e r a p i r d e v e l o p m e n t o f a i r c r a f t d u r i n g t h i s 
p e r i o d , t h e s e guns we re soon to be u s e d f o r e n g a g i n g enemy p l a n e s a s 
w e l l a s b a l l o o n s . An e x a m p l e i s shown i n F i g . 2 5 . 

F i g . 2 5 : German 
gun o f 1 9 0 9 . 

a n t i - b a l l o o n 

The F r e n c h f o l l o w e d s u i t by 
s i m i l a r l y m o u n t i n g t h e i r 
Model 1897 75-mm f i e l d gun 
on a t r u c k c h a s s i s . 

Not to be ou tdone t h e R o y a l A r t i l l e r y a t f i r s t pu t t h e i r 1 8 - p r Mk 1 
( 3 . 3 - i n ) f i e l d gun on h i g h a n g l e m o u n t i n g on t o a t r u c k c h a s s i s a s shown 
i n F i g . 2 6 . H o w e v e r , i t s p e r f o r m a n c e l e f t much to be d e s i r e d so t h e y 
r e l i n e d t h e gun down to 1 3 - p r ( 3 - i n ) , bu t r e t a i n e d t h e 1 8 - p r c a r t r i d g e . 
T h i s c o m b i n a t i o n p r o v e d much more e f f i c i e n t . 

F i g . 2 6 : B r i t i s h 1 8 / 1 3 - p r 
c a r r i e d on m o d i f i e d moto r 
t r u c k . 
I t was s u p e r s e d e d i n 1914 
by t h e QF 3 - i n 2 0 - c w t gun 
w h i c h s u r v i v e d u n t i l 1 9 4 6 . 
Not a n o t h e r m a k e s h i f t , t h e 
3 - i n was a p i e c e e s p e c i a l l y 
d e s i g n e d f o r t h e AA r o l e , 
but l i k e i t s p r e d e c e s s o r s 
i t f i r s t made u s e o f an 
o r d i n a r y t r u c k body a s a 
p l a t f o r m a s shown i n F i g . 2". 

F i g . 2 7 : QF 3 - i n 2 0 - c w t 
gun on t r u c k b o d y . 

A l t h o u g h e a r l y d e s i g n e r s 
o f AA e q u i p m e n t s f o u n d 
r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e t r u c k 
b o d i e s c o n v e n i e n t p l a t 
f o r m s f o r t h e i r g u n s , 
t h e y p r o v e d too d i f f i c u l t 
to s t a b i l i s e , so w e r e 
soon r e p l a c e d by towed 
p l a t f o r m s , a f o u r - w h e e l e d 
v e r s i o n o f w h i c h i s 
d e p i c t e d i n F i g . 2 8 . 
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New Z e a l a n d r e c e i v e d f o u r o f t h e s e i n 
1935 . 

S i m i l a r gun t o t h a t i n F i g . 
shown I n t r a v e l l i n g p c s i t i o t 
bu t w i t h gun u n d a m p e d . 

l a r g e number o f t h e s e guns 
we re p r o d u c e d f r o m 1914 
u n t i l W o r l d War 2 . The 
v a r i o u s m a r k s d i f f e r e d 
s l i g h t l y . 

The e q u i p m e n t shown i n F i g s . 28 A and B was t h e f o r e r u n n e r o f s i m i l a r 
c o m b i n a t i o n s p r o d u c e d by a l l o t h e r a r m a m e n t - m a n u f a c t u r i n g n a t i o n s 
w o r l d w i d e . 

S t r a n g e a s i t may seem when t h e towed v e r s i o n s o f t h e 3 - i n w e r e f i r s t 
made some O f f i c e r s s t i l l l i v i n g i n t h e p a s t w a n t e d them to be h o r s e -
d r a w n ! B u t t h e new b r a n c h o f t h e R o y a l A r t i l l e r y - f o r m e d f r o m t h e RGA 
w o u l d h a v e none o f i t . T h e y i n s i s t e d on m e c h a n i c a l t r a c t i o n . 

The h o r s e f r a t e r n i t y ' s c o n t e n t i o n t h a t m e c h a n i c a l p r i m e m o v e r s wou 
l a c k c r o s s - c o u n t r y c a p a b i l i t y was ' s h o t down ' by t h e AA p e o p l e who d i d 
no t e n v i s a g e t h e i r e q u i p m e n t s e v e r m o v i n g f a r f r o m a r o a d . N e v e r t h e l e s 
some o f t h e e a r l i e r t r u c k s c a r r y i n g AA guns had f o u r - w h e e l d r i v e . 

• C o n s t r u c t i o n o f g u n s , 
y e a r s . E v e n t u a l l y t h e 
them beyond t h e r e a c h 
o b s o l e t e by t h e e a r l y 
most c o u n t r i e s . 

m o u n t i n g s and p l a t f o r m s c h a n g e d l i t t l e o v e r t h e 
h e i g h t s a t t a i n e d by j e t - p r o p e l l e d a i r c r a f t pu t 
o f g u n s , t h e h e a v i e r t y p e s o f w h i c h had become 
1 9 6 0 s . G u i d e d m i s s i l e s h a v e s u p p l a n t e d them i n 

L i g h t AA guns a r e r e t a i n e d f o r u s e a g a i n s t l o w - f l y i n g a i r c r a f t 
t h e y a r e g i v i n g way to g u i d e d m i s s i l e s . 

To be c o n t i n u e d 

bu t e v e 

T h e a i t i s l i k e u n t o a c i r c l e w i t h o u t e n d , o r a l a b r y i n t h , w h e r e a 
man b e i n g w e l l e n t e r e d i n , k n o w e t h n o t how to g e t o u t a g a i n , and 
t h e r e f o r e i t mus t be i n d u s t r y and p r a c t i c e w h i c h m a k e t h a p e r f e c t 
G u n n e r . " 

F rom " T h e G u n n e r s G l a s s e ' by W i l l i a m E l d r e d , somet im-
M a s t e r Gunne r who s e r v e d f o r 60 y e a r s . P u b l i s h e d i n 1 



EX-VIETNAM SERVICES ASSN INC 

Telephone: (home) Lrk53(>7k 
(work) LL.5508O Devon-Qort 

10 North Ave 

Jan 94 

To a l l Ex-Vietnam Vetrans (who are not current members of the Assoc.) 

A very happy and prosperous New Year to you a l l I I put that l a s t 
piece i n parethesis a b i t tongue i n cheek.This i s not r e a l l y a hard s e l l 
for you to sign up as a member,although i f any of you wish to do so 
I can sup-oly the forms. 

Mainly I wanted to l e t you know that I have taken over the re ins 
as Area Rep from Fitz,and i f any of you have any enquir ies on your 
r igh ts as Vietnam Vets e t c . , i f you contact me I w i l l do my utmost 
to see they are s a t i s f a c t o r i l y answered. 

In the near future I would l i k e to see an informal get together 
of a l l the Vets i n the Bays area (some 75 p e r s ) . There are many venues 
open to us and I would welcome any suggest ions.Pol i te ones,that i s . 

There i s a lso an appeal being organised to a s s i s t Ernest " Horse " 
Paerata, who i s doing twenty- f ive years on a drug convict ion i n Bangkok. 
Whilst we do not condone what he has done,he i s i n pret ty d i re s t r a i t s . 
Apparently h is da i l y food from the pr ison au thor i t i es consis ts of one 
bowl of r i c e and. one bowl of soup. Any ass is tance we provide w i l l be 
i n the form of monthly food pa rce l s . I f you know "Horse" and / or are 
p repared to a s s i s t please give me a c a l l I would appreciate i t very 
much. 

B,est wishes for you and yours for the New Year. 

N orth Shore Bays 


