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NEW ZEALAND PERMANENT FORCE OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION INC 
PO BOX 33 710, TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND 1309 

NEWSLETTER No 82 

June 1994 A R e g i s t e r e d P u b l i c a t i o n 

LAST POST: 
1747 VO ( V i c ) L o a d e r , 13 Nov 9 3 , a t Dunedin . 

Mrs VD ( V a l ) B a k e r , 3 Mar 94 . a t Auck land ( A s s o c i a t e Member). 
1822 ELA ( L e s ) K i t n e y , 23 Mar 94 , a t A u c k l a n d . 

754253 LF ( L e s ) B e n n e t t , 6 Apr 94 , a t Auck land ( L i f e Member e x - R A ) 
1627 NH ( N o e l ) Lundon, 24 May 94 , a t Auck land ( L i f e Member). 
1537 JA ( P a t ) H a l l , 8 Jun 9 4 , a t Auck land ( L i f e Member). 

34460 JDE (Sham) Shaw, 16 Jun 94 , a t A u c k l a n d . 
NEW MEMBERS: 
Major P ( P a u l ) K i t n e y , 2 Ves t P l a c e , Weetangera , C a n b e r r a . 
1066 (NZAOC) AL ( L l o y d ) R o w s e l l , Opi to Bay RD1, K e r i k e r i ( A s s o c i a t e ) . 
32740 L ( L e o n a r d ) R o b e r t s , 5 Adk in Avenue, L e v i n . » 
Mrs K ( K a t h l e e n ) K i t n e y , 3 /23 Byron Ave, Takapuna , Auck land 9 ( A s s o c . ) 
Mrs J ( J o y e ) Lundon, 41A Braemar Rd , Rothesay B a y , Auck. 10 ( A s s o c ) . 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS: 
J J Adams to 18 Y a r d l e y S t , Avonhead, C h r i s t c h u r c h 4 . 
HG B i g g - W i t h e r to c /o Houhora Wharf S t o r e , cnr Lamb and Fa r North R d s , 

Pukenu i 0550 . 
BW Culhane to 5B Havenwood P l a c e , B i r k e n h e a d , Auck land 10. 
Mrs M Cumming to 49 Ngaio Rd , Wa ikanae . 
R J C raw ley to 2 /159 16th Avenue, T a u r a n g a . 
R J Gunn to 1/289 R i c h a r d s o n Rd, Mt R o s k i l l , Auck land 4 . 
R J Go ldswor thy to 19 T r i s t r a m Avenue, F o r r e s t H i l l , Auck land 10. 
L t Co l AN K ing to 2 /53 Glamorgan D r i v e , To rbay , Auck land 10. 
HJ Macown MBE to 68 Umuroa S t , Mamaku, R o t o r u a . 
NP Moros to 14 Oakland P l a c e , West Harbour , A u c k l a n d . 
R J Munro to 42 Se f ton S t , Wadestown, W e l l i n g t o n . 
JG Murray to c /o PDC, Houhora RD4, K a i t a i a . 
W02 BL Rigden to Schoo l of A r t i l l e r y , ATG, Wa iou ru . 
SH P e r r e t t to 15A T o t a r a S t , Wanganui 5 0 0 1 . 
GJ P i c k e r i n g to 1 Seav iew C r e s c , P i c t o n . 
J d e J Oswald J P to 289 Lake Rd , Takapuna , Auck land 9 . 
RC Walker to 9 S h i n g l e G r o v e , Edgewater 6027, W.A. 
W Weatj ierhead to 4 /7 D i l w o r t h S t , C h r i s t c h u r c h 1 . 
SD Wr ight to 24 A t t l e e P l a c e , G i s b o r n e . 
Major EW Round to 94B Park Rd , K a t i k a t i . 
L I F E MEMBERSHIP: 
1743 D ( D a v e ) J o n e s , 22 Ngatarua Rd, Wanganui, wef 15 Feb 9 4 . 
1817 FB ( F r e d ) S c h r o d e r , 2 / 2 1 C l i p p e r C o u r t , C o f f s Harbour , NSW 2450 , 
COMMITTEE MEETING: ' " e f 2 6 J a n 9 4 ' 
The nex t meet ing w i l l be he ld i n the main l ounge , B i r k e n h e a d RSA, on 
S a t u r d a y 20 Aug 94, commencing 1000 h r s . Non-committee members welcome 
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REUNIONS: NZ Korea V e t e r a n s A s s o c i a t i o n : Hawkes B a y : N a t i o n a l r e u n i o n 
28-30 Oct 94 , H a s t i n g s . E n q u i r i e s to S e c r e t a r y , Leo M c L a u g h l i n , Box 560 , 
H a s t i n g s , Phone 06 /835 7 6 0 1 . 
4 F i e l d Regiment - 12-14 Feb 95 a t C h r i s t c h u r c h . Accommodation 
a v a i l a b l e . E n q u i r i e s to S e c r e t a r y MJ Rob inson , Box 8304 , R i c c a r t o n , ChCh 

ANZAC DAY: The t u r n - o u t of l o c a l members of our A s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the 
B i r k e n h e a d RSA was d i s a p p o i n t i n g . Bevan C u l h a n e , B e r t Dyson , V i c Mey le , 
D ick M i t c h e l l , and Wal ly R u f f e l l pa raded . Our permanent w r e a t h , made 
some y e a r s ago by Henry S a l t MBE, was l a i d by the l a s t two named on 
parade . 

REINFORCEMENTS: Our i n t a k e of new members i s b a r e l y keep ing pace w i t h 
c a s u a l t i e s . Any member who knows a s e r v i n g or r e t i r e d RNZA(RF) person 
who i s not a member shou ld do h i s / h e r bes t to rope t h a t pe rson i n . 
S e r v i n g s o l d i e r s must have had a t l e a s t t h r e e y e a r s ' s e r v i c e . P e r s o n n e l 
of o t h e r co rps who a r e or have been a t tached , to RNZA, e . g . RNZEME, 
RNZSj_gs e t c may j o i n as A s s o c i a t e members. The l a t t e r r e c e i v e a l l the 
p r i v i l e g e s of f u l l members but do not have the r i g h t to vo te a t AGMs. 
Ru le books a re f r e e and may be ob ta ined from S e c r e t a r y . 

DEFENCE QUARTERLY: T h i s p u b l i c a t i o n , i n t r o d u c e d l a s t y e a r , i s a must f o r 
members i n t e r e s t e d i n the c o u n t r y ' s d e f e n c e . A y e a r ' s s u b s c r i p t i o n c o s t s 
$18 . M a i l your cheque to Accoun ts S e c t i o n , M i n i s t r y of D e f e n c e , P0 Box 
5347 , Lambton Quay, W e l l i n g t o n . 

i n advance 
SUBSCRIPTIONS f o r more than one y e a r ^ n o t on ly escape i n c r e a s e s wh ich 
may be vo ted a t an AGM, they c o s t you l e s s , e . g . a$5 s u b . c o s t s 45c f o r 
a s tamp, 5c f o r the cheque, p l u s 2c f o r an e n v e l o p e , i . e . 10.4%. On the 
o the r hand $10 ( f o r 2 y e a r s ) s e n t the same way c o s t s 5.2% of the amount 
i n v o l v e d , not to ment ion t ime saved i n p o s t i n g . T h i n k about i t . 

MEDAL MOUNTING E T C : 

Jeff Hlriie^Sennce/ 

Sbuonalued ^OAJJ JU% all ocauiorLs 

CERTin GATES S I G N S 

pKOSKXCDCOeS 
f a m i l y trees' 

iPoerys, Qucrrapiorjs, Speaa^ ^Ilessac^s 

09 faRCbrrxpr 

J e f f r e y D WztirJ 
B-zl Diilnvr Place, fkpakura 
(ESlupbcwe (09) 296 - 2457 424 hou«s) 

J e f f r e y , who i s a member of our A s s o c i a t icr. , a l s o keeps our 
IN MEM0RIAM book u p - t o - d a t e . 

MEDAL MOUNTING i s a l s o done by our member, Ross G o l d s w o r t h y , 
19 T r i s t r a m Avenue, F o r r e s t H i l l , Auck land 10, Phone: 09 /410 3806 
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NEWS FROM AROUND AND ABOUT; 

Remember i n N e w s l e t t e r 
No 81 ( F i g . 35) we 
r e q u e s t e d f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g 
those members of the 
RNZA t a k i n g p a r t i n 
m e c h a n i s a t i o n 
e x p e r i m e n t s ? 

Dutch H o l l a n d w r i t e s 
the f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r : 
"Members of the 
detachment were as 
f o l l o w s : 

Of f s i d e 
Near " 
I n c a b : 
Two long 

Noel EDE, Sammy WILCE, Dutch HOLLAND 
V i c LENNON, E m i l JENNINGS, Tav TAVENDALE 
B i l l LANGEVAD. 

ramps were used to get the equipment o f f the ground on to the 
t r u c k . The t r a c t o r . c o u l d not tow the gun on to the t r u c k as the t r a y 
was not long enough to t ake the f u l l l e n g t h of gun hooked i n . The 
t r a c t o r was d r i v e n on and the gun manhandled on u s i n g d rag ropes and 
h a n d s p i k e s , a t e d i o u s job wh ich took some t i m e . Un load ing was j u s t as 
bad . Two props under the r e a r of the t r a y p reven ted the f r o n t whee ls of 
the t r u c k coming o f f the ground d u r i n g l o a d i n g . We had a c o m p e t i t i o n 
w i t h a ho rse -d rawn gun coming i n t o and out of a c t i o n . I t was no c o n t e s t , 
the h o r s e s w inn ing e a s i l y . They a l s o d id not get s t u c k ! On one o c c a s i o n 
the h o r s e s were too qu ick o f f the mark coming out of a c t i o n and Bob 
McBr ide was thrown backward o f f the l i m b e r be fo re he cou ld get a g r i p 
and was run over by an 18-pr gun w h e e l . He s u r v i v e d - u n t i l N o r t h A f r i c a . 
Two y e a r s ago Dutch donated over 160 photos to the Army Memor ia l Museum 
i n c l u d i n g the o r i g i n a l s of the above and o t h e r s t aken d u r i n g the t r i a l s . 
Cop ies of t h e s e may be ob ta ined from the Museum, P0 Box 4 5 , Wa iou ru . 

Ch a r l i e R e i d , 14 Mackay S t Thames, r e p o r t s t h a t he w i l l s h a r e 
r e f r e s h m e n t w i t h any member p a s s i n g h i s way. 

P h i l C a l v e r t , 7 Wandeen P l a c e , S t I v e s C h a s e , NSW 2075 , v i s i t e d the 
w r i t e r on 20 A p r i l 94 . Among o the r s u b j e c t s d i s c u s s e d was a mutua l 
i n t e r e s t i n model e n g i n e e r i n g . 

D4v id Hughes, 56 McLeod S t , Upper H u t t , i s o v e r s e a s u n t i l August .He 
and I r e n e w i l l be t o u r i n g i n Europe and UK d u r i n g wh ich t ime Dav id 
hopes to r e - v i s i t the R o t a l Schoo l of A r t i l l e r y , L a r k h i l l . He i n t e n d s 
a l s o to undergo a r e f r e s h e r i n h i s n a t i v e language - W e l s h . 

A coup le of y e a r s ago B i l l Hopkins and h i s w i f e tou red I n d o n e s i a . B i l l 
became so " u t t e r l y s e d u c e d " by the c o u n t r y t h a t h i s w i f e reckoned 

the on ly way to get i t out of h i s sys tem was to do the t r i p a g a i n -
which they d id l a s t y e a r . However, B i l l i s s t i l l not " c u r e d . " Must 
be some p l a c e ! 

Anna McKinnon had 
home and w e l l . 

a s p e l l i n h o s p i t a l a coup le of months ago but i s now 

Dutch Ho l l and has r e c e n t l y undergone 
r e c o v e r e d . 

a major op. but has f u l l y 

Any member v i s i t i n g I n v e r c a r g i l l w i l l be a s s u r e d of a 
James and A i l e e n Horn , M o n t e c i l l o Lodge, 240 Spey S t . 
our members 15% d i s c o u n t . 

warm welcome from 
James o f f e r s 
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Housing landmark rising in Putiki 

Dave J o n e s , our Wanganui Rep. i s 80 y e a r s young - and s t i l l going 
s t r o n g . I f you h a v e n ' t got a magn i f y i ng g l a s s to read the s m a l l p r i n t 
buy one; i t w i l l be w e l l worth the c o s t . I f you want to know more about 
rammed e a r t h b u i l d i n g s c o n t a c t Dave a t 22 Ngatarua Rd, Wanganui . 

P a u l K i t n e y , 2 Ves t P l a c e , Weetangera , Canbe r ra , ex tends f e l i c i t a t i o n s 
to a l l o ld comrades and would be d e l i g h t e d to see any of them who may 
v i s i t A u s t r a l i a . 

We a l l tender our condo lences to Ha ro ld N i c h o l s o n , 34A C l a r e n c e S t , 
Devonpor t , Auck land 9, who l o s t h i s good lady Kay r e c e n t l y . 

J . D . (Doc) Benne t t r e p o r t s he i s i n good h e a l t h ( t o u c h w o o d ! ) , and 
keeps busy w i t h g a r d e n i n g , woodwork, B r i d g e , and a t the yach t c l u b . 
D o c ' s a d d r e s s i s 8 Cowl ing S t , New P l ymou th . 

R . C . ( R e g ) Walker i s now i n A u s t r a l i a . The a d d r e s s i n ' C h a n g e s ' above 
i s h i s d a u g h t e r ' s - u n t i l he ge ts e s t a b l i s h e d i n h i s own p l a c e . 

« 
Tony T u s t i n , 49G Auck land S t , P i c t o n , r e p o r t e d t h a t a group from the 
V ie tnam Vets A s s o c i a t i o n were to v i s i t N o r f o l k I s l a n d f o r the Anzac 
Day s e r v i c e a t the i n v i t a t i o n of the I s l a n d R S L . WE a w a i t the r e s u l t s . 

Pe te D i x o n , 5 1 Go l f Rd , Paraparaumu B e a c h , a t t e n d e d h i s 49th Dawn Parade 
on Anzac Day; he has not missed a dawn parade s i n c e World War 2 ended! 

Murray Connor , 14 Luke 
o p e r a t i o n s ending w i t h 
and many y e a r s younger 

F r e d and Daphne S c h r o d e r , 2 /21 C l i p p e r C o u r t , C o f f s Ha rbou r , NSW 2450, 
a r e i n good h e a l t h . F r e d , who i s 80 y e a r s young has j u s t s t a r t e d 
p l a y i n g bowls and i s much e n j o y i n g i t . What w i t h d e l i v e r i n g meals on 
whee l s and t h r e e d a y s ' bowls a week he i s keep ing q u i t e busy ! 

BARRY Dreye r r e p o r t s he c i r c u l a t e s our n e w s l e t t e r s among h i s " i n f a n t r y 
c o h o r t s " a t work - and i t t a k e s some t ime to get them back ! 

P l a c e , R o t o r u a , hav ing had a s e r i e s of h e a r t 
a t r i p l e b y - p a s s now f e e l s "on top of the w o r l d " 
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A s h l e y K i n g , 2 /83 Glamorgan D r i v e , T o r b a y , Auck land 1310, has had ' a 
b i t of a rough s p i n ' as he puts i t w i t h some f i v e months i n h o s p i t a l 
over the l a s t yea r but i s on the road to r e c o v e r y . He i s de te rm ined to 
back on the bowl ing green f o r the coming s e a s o n . 

P a u l O'Connor r e p o r t s the Roya l Regiment c e l e b r t a e d Gunners Day i n 
K ing Edward B a r r a c k s , C h r i s t c h u r c h , maybe f o r the l a s t t ime w i t h an 
e x c e l l e n t t u r n - o u t . Sad ly he had to r e p o r t t h a t h i s mother , B r y a n ' s 

•" w i f e / Joan . , had a naaty car. a c c i d e n t i n May but i s makittg . a .s teady 
-'. • • r . ecevew . • Raail.'-s'-'a'd.dce.ss is-69:..Sabf29» Rd-a .Hal&well . ,v..Chris t .church , .and • 

>V • • " B r y a n ' s , i s ,7/7S:..••Lincoln Rd Chslatcrhurch.5L-. fMM^mMnegti.sh ..Joan ..a . speedy 
. r ecove ry . 

i f Johns.a.B'd-'Al±=soti-'.Mas:teFs-, 3 . . ' f rxtb ''.Pla.ce , •• a8urns<i;de':,- £k r i s . t r ! ra rc .h 5 , have.; , 
: ..• v . •-• f-tj ust-: jr6'tumed:*if r-oni- -.a-vitTipftwhi-cb I f f e i uded . •.Si3Kg.apa-i"e> . EDg lared, Canada , 

and S w i t z e r l a n d . Whi le i n London, and c o u r t e s y of G e n e r a l Ron H a s s e t t ' s 
i n t r o d u c t i o n they met and d ined w i t h the Master Gunner a t h i s c l u b , and 
were a l s o i n v i t e d to j o i n him a t Sandown f o r the R o y a l A r t i l l e r y Gold 
Cup m e e t i n g . The MG was a b i t too busy to spend much t ime w i t h them as 
he was e s c o r t i n g the Queen Mother . A l i s o n and John both l o s t e i g h t 
pounds on the r a c e s bu had a g r e a t ' . . . a n d r a t h e r l i q u i d da.y . ' . L a t e r 

.— . •• . - they v i s i t e d . L a r k h i l l and ..report t h a t a l l the t r e e s , have- grow*?, .on- the 
; ;•- m .. r anges t.hatat.h,e gunpark l o o k s . unchauged , .1an.dj,.tha.t i. five' .Bus t a r d >..s u i v i v.e s 

".and the .-service..•.remains f r i e n d l y to K i w i s ! . . - a - a . . : . 

.-, i . J a c k ..Hick son ,; Un i t - .2., -34 Campbel l .-Rd., R o y a l .Qak^ -Auckland 6., i s kept 
, ', ••.housebound.: much o l the" ' t ime by 'se-vere. a r t h r i t i s . , brut.' ca r s s t i i.i, en joy 

. a • y a r n . ' D o n ' t f o r g e t t h a t v i s i t to B i r kenhead RSA. r J a c k . . 

L a s t March the w r i t e r spent a ve ry c o n v i v i a l t h r e e hours w i t h h i s o ld 
•-. •,. comrade.', . A r t h u r K i l m o r e , w i t h whom he marched i n to Nor the rn D i s t r i c t 

Schoo l of I n s t r u c t i o n , Narrow Neck, on 21 Sep 3 7 , a s members of the f i r s t 
T e r r i t o r i a l F o r c e S p e c i a l R e s e r v e ( T F S R ) , and whom he had not seen f o r 

.a,.-/--- some- t h i r t y - f i v e y e a r s . . I t was a memorable . s e s s i o n ! . Ar thur . . i n t e n d s 
" •> . - .wr i t lag a. hook . about . J v i s a s e r v l c e In- .the.. .New ...Zeal and,...Regular 

r ..- /-.to i n c l u d e .many-, home -truth.?. - and. would: a p p r e c i a t e . >an-y • cotit 
:ri* - a members, woul d l i k e : t.o make . H i s . add ress . , i s : 25. A<fcfcison Rd , 
.... Waiheke I s l a n d , 

LONG RANGE DESERT GROUP:.We have r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r .from a 
a-a. ..• • .Helm, c /o D. Meyer, B o r s e l s t r . 29 , 22765 , Hamburg, Germany, 

to c o n t a c t v e t e r a n s of the Group w i t h a v iew to f i n d i n g out 
the G r o u p ' s n a v i g a t i o n a l p r o c e d u r e s , e . g . the use of the Ba 
compass, f i x a t i o n of p o s i t i o n s a t n i gh t w i t h s e x t a n t , theod 
ep«hermerides ( s t a r t a b l e s ) . Any member who can a s s i s t p l e a s e c o n t a c t 
Mr Helm d i r e c t . 

F o r c e 
i h u 11 on s 
u r f da l e , 

..J-oa c film. 
wire w i s h e s 
d e t a i I s of 
no 1 d sun 
l i t e , a a d 

ARMY LEAVE CENTRES: For the, i n f o r m a t i a r - .of younger mesmb-ers. . these wer s 
b u i l t with, funds earned •• by. " regu la r f.orce who manned, wharves throughout 

••Mew Z e a l a n d . during- ** he -.-na t iorewide- s t r i k e of whar f l a b o u r e r s i n 195 1 . 
See. a l s o ' note . in News 1 e t.t e r No 8 1 . 

. : AUCKLAND'' GUNNER'S yU'AY SOCIAL,: , A*, most-. .-socc-BSsf u l , , f anot i on he ld a t the 
B i r k e n h e a d RSA on 25 May 94 . The f o l l o w i n g a t t ended : . Har ry Anderson , 
Be rna rd and Mavis A y l i n g , A l l a n and E l s i e Boyd, I r i s B o y t e r , E r i c and 
J o y c e B i c k e r t o n , Guy B l a c k w e l l , B e r t Dyson, Dan and Dorothy F o l e y , 
N e v i l l F i s h e r , Joe Hanvey, Barney H a r r o p , V i c t o r and Audrey Mey le , 
B i l l and E s t e l l e Mor land , Reg N u t s f o r d , Des and Bunty O 'Connor , Redve rs 
P o t t s , I a n and I r i s Rownt ree , Wa l l y R u f f e l l , Henry and Thelma S a l t , 

. . . M a r g a r e t S t i t t , B i l l and Joyce P o w r i e , A l l a n T a y l o r , .Ter ry and Joan 
." .a l rans 'om, -Fr auk' • Whi t ing . , . Graeme . W i l l i a m s , - . Les and,. Joan W i l s o n , 

Yog i Young. 
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THE GUN 

Con t inued from N e w s l e t t e r No 81 By Wa l l y R u f f e l l 

MECHANISATION ( C o n t . ) 
I n B r i t a i n , as w e l l as i n most o the r c o u n t r i e s , the changeover proceeded 
s l o w l y du r i ng the 1920s and e a r l y 30s because l i t t l e money was a v a i l a b l e 
f o r d e f e n c e . F u r t h e r m o r e , the dragon was not p r o v i n g an u n q u a l i f i e d 
s u c c e s s . 
A l though i t s c r o s s - c o u n t r y per fo rmance f u l f i l l e d e x p e c t a t i o n s i t was 
s l o w ; the Mk 1 cou ld manage on ly 12 mph ( 1 9 k p h ) . The Mk 2 , f i r s t 
produced i n 1933 was f a s t e r a t 30 mph ( 4 8 k p h ) . However, dragons were 
e x p e n s i v e , and l o n g - d i s t a n c e road t r a v e l - to be expec ted i n Europe -
proved hard on t r a c k s , w i t h u n e x p e c t e d l y s t e e p r e p a i r b i l l s . Consequent ly 
the RA con t i nued to seek l e s s e x p e n s i v e methods of moving i t s guns . 

Dur ing the l a t e 1920s the RA exper imented^ w i t h a number of wheeled 
t r a c t o r s - i n c l u d i n g some 4 x 4s - and even t r i e d the F r e n c h po r tee 
sys tem as shown i n F i g . 34 . 
I n 1935 the RA adopted the Model 1935 M o r r i s Commerc ia l 6 x 4 to r e p l a c e 
Dragons Mks 1 and 2 . Des igned as a gun t r a c t o r , i t was f i t t e d w i t h a 
w i n c h , s e a t s f o r the de tachment , and l o c k e r s f o r t h e i r g e a r , t o o l s e t c . 
For a t ime the M o r r i s was u n o f f i c i a l l y known as a ' d r a g o n , ' but i t s 
c o r r e c t name was F i e l d A r t i l l e r y T r a c t o r - or FA T r a c t o r f o r s h o r t . 
An example i s shown i n F i g . 3 8 . 

F i g . 38 : M o r r i s 6 x 4 FA T r a c t o r hooked i n to an 18-pr Mk2 P ( ' P ' = 
p n e u m a t i c - t y r e d ) , t o g e t h e r w i t h t r a i l e r c o n v e r t e d u s i n g the M a r t i n P a r r y 
k i t d e s c r i b e d be low. Note how c l o s e the p o i n t of the spade i s to the 
ground; i t was found n e c e s s a r y to f i t an adap te r r a i s i n g the p o s i t i o n 
o f the spade on the t r a i l e r hook to p reven t i t d i gg i ng i n d u r i n g c r o s s ­
c o u n t r y movement. The consequent r e d u c t i o n of we igh t on the t r a i l e r hook 
tended to reduce the s t a b i l i t y of the c a r r i a g e on the move. A f t e r a l l , 
the t r a c t o r was des igned to tow the 18pr Mk 4 , not the o b s o l e t e Mks 1 
and 2 s t i l l i n use i n New Z e a l a n d . 

The RNZA r e c e i v e d s i x FA T r a c t o r s l a t e i n 1938. 
As p r e v i o u s l y s t a t e d , e x p e r i m e n t s by the RA w i t h o the r t r a c t o r s had 
c o n t i n u e d , and r e s u l t e d i n 1937 i n t h e i r adop t ion of the 'Guy Quad A n t , ' 
s o - c a l l e d because i t was f i r s t made by Guy Motors L t d , Wolverhampton, 
UK. i t became u n i v e r s a l l y known as the ' Q u a d . ' The Quad was a 4 x 4 
t r a c t o r , s h o r t e r and h a n d i e r than the M o r r i s , and w i t h p r o v i s i o n f o r 
c a r r y i n g the 25 -p r gun p l a t f o r m on i t s r o o f . Wi th l a r g e r whee l s than the 
M o r r i s g i v i n g i t g r e a t e r ground c l e a r a n c e , and w i t h ' t r a k - g r i p ' t y r e s 
over wh ich c h a i n s cou ld be f i t t e d , i t was a b e t t e r c r o s s - c o u n t r y 
p e r f o r m e r . The Quad was made c h i e f l y by M o r r i s and G e n e r a l Mo to rs , 
Canada , as w e l l as by Guy, and was s t i l l i n s e r v i c e w i t h Commonwealth 
a r t i l l e r i e s u n t i l the e a r l y 1 9 6 0 s . A t y p i c a l example i s shown i n F i g . 39 . 



F i g . 3 9 : The Quad. T h i s 
i l l u s t r a t i o n i s t aken from a 
16 F i e l d Regiment RNZA photo 
t aken d u r i n g the campaign i n 
Korea ( 1 9 5 0 - 5 3 ) 

By 1939 m e c h a n i s a t i o n of f i e l d 
a r t i l l e r y i n B r i t a i n was 
v i r t u a l l y comp le te . Howevr, the 
a r t i l l e r y of c o n t i n e n t a l a r m i e s 
i n c l u d i n g those of Germany and 
R u s s i a remained to a l a r g e 
e x t e n t h o r s e - d r a w n u n t i l a f t e r 
World War 2 - d e s p i t e propaganda 
to the c o n t r a r y . 

As u s u a l New Zea land lagged bad ly behind B r i t a i n i n the upda t ing of 
armed f o r c e s ' equipment . The l a s t R e g u l a r F o r c e e q u i t a t i o n c o u r s e was 
he ld l a t e i n 1937. I n J a n u a r y 1938 r e c r u i t s of 14 Wing RNZA were 
in fo rmed t h a t ' . . . as the a r t i l l e r y was now m e c h a n i s e d . . . ' they would 
see no h o r s e s - but over f ou r months l a t e r were s t i l l do ing gun d r i l l 
on ho rse -d rawn equipment and had not seen a gun t r a c t o r ! 
When the same r e c r u i t s were posted to F o r t Do rse t i n June 1938 they 
were asked whether or not they had a t t ended an e q u i t a t i o n ^ c o u r s e ! On 
r e p l y i n g i n the n e g a t i v e they were t o l d , " W e l l y o u ' r e going to ' d o ' 
one now!" They then underwent s u f f i c i e n t t r a i n i n g to enab le them to 
hand le and take c a r e of the h o r s e s - wh ich were s t i l l the s t a t i o n ' s 
s o l e means ( o f f i c i a l l y a t l e a s t ) , of moving f i e l d guns . 
To be f a i r , some p r o g r e s s was be ing made i n the m e c h a n i s a t i o n p r o c e s s ; 
l a t e i n May 1938 the r e c r u i t s a l r e a d y ment ioned were p e r m i t t e d - as a 
g r e a t p r i v i l e g e - to w i t n e s s the f i r s t c o n v e r s i o n of f i e l d guns from 
ho rse to m e c h a n i c a l draught a t the Armament and G e n e r a l (A & G) 
Workshops i n T ren tham. 
Guns c o n v e r t e d were 1 8 - p r s Mks 1 and 2 , and 4 . 5 - i n h o w i t z e r s . . C o n v e r s i o n 
i n v o l v e d removing the o ld wooden w h e e l s , b rake g e a r , e t c , and r e p l a c i n g 
them w i t h p a r t s from k i t s made up by the Amer ican f i r m of M a r t i n P a r r y . 
P r o d u c t i o n of t hese k i t s came about because the U . S . Army a l s o had 
numbers of o b s o l e t e equipments i d e n t i c a l to our 1 8 - p r s , e x c e p t t h a t they 
had been made to t a k e the F r e n c h M1897 75-mm ammuni t ion . 

Each k i t c o n s i s t e d b a s i c a l l y of two p n e u m a t i c - t y r e d s t e e l d i s c whee l s 
on s tub a x l e s c a r r i e s on a c ranked a d a p t t e r wh ich f i t t e d over the end 
of the o r i g i n a l a x l e t r e e . I n c l u d e d were the n e c e s s a r y r a d i u s r o d s , 
b rake g e a r , l a y e r s ' s e a t b r a c k e t s e t c . C o n v e r s i o n enab led the guns to 
be s a f e l y towed a t speeds up to 30 mph (48 kph) on good r o a d s , but 
i n c r e a s e d the preponderance of we ight on the t r a i l s i n a c t i o n . T h i s 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t i c e a b l e w i t h the 1 8 - p r , making i t r a t h e r h a r d e r to 
h a n d l e . 
The l i m b e r was a l s o c o n v e r t e d by the f i t t i n g of s i m i l a r s t e e l w h e e l s . 
For some unknown reason i t then became known as ' t r a i l e r . ' For some 
i d e a of what a c o n v e r s i o n i n v o l v e d compare F i g s . 4 0 and 4 1 . 
S h o r t l y a f t e r the ou tb reak of World War 2 New Zea land r e c e i v e d a 
number of t r a c t o r s produced -b-y—tiie_Marmon-Herrington Co I n c of 
I n d i a n a p o l i s , USA. These were r e a l l y c o m m e r c i a l - t y p e Ford V8 1-ton 
naucks w i t h FWD and f i t t e d w i t h s e a t s i n r e a r . A l though t h e i r c r o s s -

count r y ^ e r l ^ a r j n a j i c e was r e a s o n a b l e they were not p o p u l a r ; l i t t l e space 
was a v a i l a b l e , and" t i re—&?«i-««ajawas u n s a t i s f a c t o r y i n bad w e a t h e r . 
See F i g . 4 2 . 



F i g . 4 0 : QF 18 -p r Mk 
b e f o r e c o n v e r s s i o n . 
The Mk 1 , f i r s t 
approved i n 1903 , 
was i d e n t i c a l to the 
Mk 2 e x c e p t i t was 
f i t t e d w i t h a s p r i n g 
r e c u p e r a t o r , w h i l e 
the Mk 2 r e c u p e r a t o r 
was h y d r o - p n e u m a t i c . 

Both 1 8 - p r s , Mk 1 and Mk 2 , were s u p e r s e d e d by the Mk 4 of 1920 but 
New Zea land c a r r i e d on w-,.th o b s o l e t equ ipments u n t i l 1941 when 2 5 - p r s 
were r e c e i v e d . 

. .. 

F i g . 4 1 : 18 -p r Mk 2 a f t e r c o n v e r s i o n w i t h M a r t i n P a r r y k i t 

As .World War 2_p rog ressed the Quad r e p l a c e d o t h e r t r a c t o r s i n the 
B r i t i s h Commonwealth a r t i l l e r i e s . Wi th the end of the 25 -p r e r a the use 
of the t r a i l e r was d i s c o n t i n u e d . 
Today towing v e h i c l e s v a r y i n power and c a p a c i t y from the 1-tonne 
L a n d r o v e r up to 6 x 6 t r a c t o r s , depending on the equ ipments to be 
hand led and the ammuni t ion e t c to be c a r r i e d . The term ' l i m b e r ' has 
been ' r e s u r r e c t e d ' i n the B r i t i s h s e r v i c e but i t r e f e r s to a v e h i c l e 
i d e n t i c a l to i t s accompanying gun- tow ing v e h i c l e e x c e p t t h a t i t i s 
des igned s o l e l y to c a r r y ammuni t ion and o t h e r equipment but no 
de tachment . 

m i _ 


