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NEW ZEALAND PERMANENT F O R C E OLD COMRADES A S S O C I A T I O N I N C 

PO BOX 33 7 1 0 , TAKAPUNA. AUCKLAND 1309 

N E W S L E T T E R No 87 

S e p t e m b e r . 1 9 9 5 A R e g i s t e r e d P u b l i c a t i o n 

L A S T P O S T : 

"1685 F . J . ( F r e d ) P r i o r , 11 J u l 9 5 , a t W h a n g a m a t a . 
1 8 0 6 E . G . ( E r i c ) R o l l e M B E , 17 J u l 9 5 , a t N e l s o n . 

CHANGES OF A D D R E S S : 

S g t D . F . B u r t o n t o 2 Q u e r e e D r i v e , W a i o u r u . 
N.M. F i s h e r t o 124 H i l t o n D r i v e , W h a n g a m a - t a . 
C a p t . J . J . H a n v e y t o U n i t f., 3 K a w e r a u A v e , D e v o n p o r t , A u c k l a n d 1 3 0 9 . 
R. H a r m a n t o 9 S t e _ v e n s o n R d , C l a r k e s B e a c h , R D 4 , P u k e k o h e . 
D . J . H u g h e y t o 43 D e l a w a r e C R e s c e n t , C h r i s t c h u r c h 4 . 
H . J . Macown MBE t o 45 L i s a C r e s c e n t , R o t o r u a . 
M a j o r R . G . S t e p h e n s t o PO Box 6 5 6 , B l e n h e i m . 
L t C o l R . H W i l l i a m s t o G r e e n a c r e s R d , R D 1 , R i c h m o n d , N e l s o n w e f 30 S e p . 
NEW MEMBER: 

Mrs B e r y l P r i o r , 316 S y l v i a R d , W h a n g a m a t a ( A s s o c i a t e ) . 

R E U N I O N S : 

NZPF0CA - S e e l a s t two p a g e s o f t h i s n e w s l e t t e r . 

N . Z . K o r e a V e t e r a n s A s s n - N e l s o n a n d M a r l b o r o u g h . Top o f t h e S o u t h 
r e u n i o n , 3 - 6 May 1 9 9 6 . F o r f u r t h e r i n f o c o n t a c t S e c r e t a r y , L e s P y e , 
P0 Box 2 1 , B l e n h e i m , P h o n e 0 3 / 5 7 8 0 6 8 6 , o r S e c r e t a r y N Z P F 0 C A . 

6 F i e l d R e g i m e n t NZA. R e u n i on 7 — 9 O c t o b e r 9 5 , a t P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h . F o r 
f u r t h e r i n f o c o n t a c t S e c r e t a r y , 6 F i e l d R e g i m e n t A s s n , P0 Box 6 9 , 
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h . 

163 B a t t e r y , 16 F i e l d R e g i m e n t RNZA, 1 9 5 8 - 6 4 . L a b o u r w e e k - e n d 2 1 - 2 2 O c t 
1 9 9 5 a t M a r l b o r o u g h R S A . C O n t a c t N e v i l l e D a v e y , Box 3 6 , S e d d o n , 
M a s l b o r o u g h , 0 3 / 5 7 5 7 7 9 2 o r B a r r y H a r d y , 5 2 4 H a m m e r i c k s R d , R D 2 , 
B l e n h e i m , P h o n e 0 3 / 5 7 7 6 3 2 2 . U R G E N T L Y . 

AUCKLAND S t BARBARAS DAY S O C I A L : W i l l be h e l d a t t h e B x r k e n h e a d RSA 
a t 1 1 0 0 h r s , T h u r s d a y 14 D e c e m b e r 9 5 . A l l m e m b e r s a n d p a r t n e r s w e l c o m e . 
I f a t t e n d i n g c o n t a c t S e c r e t a r y no l a t e r t h a n MOnday 11 D e c 9 5 . 

COMMITTEE M E E T I N G : T h e n e x t m e e t i n g w i l l be h e l d on S a t u r d a y 14 O c t 95 
a t t h e B i r k e n h e a d RSA c o m m e n c i n g 1 0 0 0 h r s . N O n - c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s a r e 
w e l c o m e t o a t t e n d . 

AUCKLAND/NORTH SHORE R E P : Mr A . J . ( A l f ) S m i t h , . who h a s b e e n o u r 
A u c k l a n d / N o r t h S h o r e Rep o r h a s a s s i s t e d i n t h a t c a p a c i t y f o r o v e r 30 
y e a r s , h a s b e e n o b l i g e d t o r e l i n q u i s h t h a t o f f i c e f o r h e a l t h r e a s o n s . 
S u c h d e d i c a t i o n t o t h e s e r v i c e o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n i s d e s e r v i n g o f t h e 
h i g h e s t t r i b u t e , a s a l l m e m b e r s m u s t a g r e e . AS A l f c a n no l o n g e r d r i v e 
and m u s t s p e n d a g r e a t d e a l o f t i m e a t h o m e , he w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e c o n t a c t 
w i t h m e m b e r s . H i s a d d r e s s i s 10 E a s t c l i f f e R d , C a s t o r B a y , A u c k l a n d 9 , 
P h o n e 0 9 / 4 1 0 4 5 6 4 . 
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AUCKLAND/NORTH SHORE R E P . ( C o n t . ) : O u r new R e p . a n d V i c e P r e s i d e n t i s 
C a p t a i n J . J . ( J o e ) H a n v e y , U n i t 1 , 3 K a w e r a u A v e , D e v o n p o r t , A u c k l a n d 9 , 
P h o n e 0 9 / 4 4 5 8 0 4 4 . 

V J D A Y : To c o m m e m o r a t e t h e 5 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e c e s s a t i o n o f 
h o s t i l i t i e s d u r i n g 1 9 3 9 - 4 5 , a l l who h a d s e r v e d i n t h e f o r c e s o v e r t h a t 
p e r i o d a n d now l i v i n g on A u c k l a n d ' s N o r t h S h o r e , w e r e i n v i t e d t o a c i v i c 
r e c e p t i o n by H i s W o r s h i p t h e M a y o r , Mr P a u l T i t c h e n e r J P a n d t h e 
C o u n c i l l o r s o f N o r t h S h o r e C i t y C o u n c i l . H e l d on 25 A u g u s t 95 a t t h e 
N o r t h S h o r e S p o r t s a n d L e i s u r e C e n t r e , S i l v e r f i e l d , G l e n f i e l d , t h e 
f u n c t i o n w a s w e l l a t t e n d e d by m e m b e r s o f o u r A s s o c i a t i o n . E a c h p e r s o n 
who a t t e n d e d w a s p r e s e n t e d w i t h a v e r y a t t r a c t i v e m e d a l l i o n t o m a r k 
t h e o c c a s i o n . 

WEARING OF B E R E T S E T C : T h e CGS h a s a u t h o r i s e d e x - N e w Z e a l a n d Army 
p e r s o n n e l t o w e a r c u r r e n t o r o b s o l e t e b a d g e s on r e g i m e n t a l b e r e t s a t 
a p p r o p r i a t e m i l i t a r y f u n c t i o n s a n d c o m m e m o r a t i o n s , e . g . A n z a c Day p a r a d e 

WEARING OF M I N I A T U R E S : No d o u b t m e m b e r s who r e c e i v e t h e RSA R E V I E W h a v e 
r e a d t h e l e t t e r t o t h e E d i t o r i n t h e A u g u s t e d i t i o n P a g e 2 d e p l o r i n g 
t h e w e a r i n g o f m i n i a t u r e m e d a l s a n d d e c o r a t i o n s w i t h m u f t i . 

Some y e a r s a g o t h e same a r g u m e n t w a s p u t t o t h e B r i t i s h Army m a g a z i n 
S O L D I E R , w h o s e e x p e r t on s u c h m a t t e r s e x p l a i n e d t h e p o s i t i o n . To c u t 
a l o n g s t o r y s h o r t he c o n c l u d e d , " T h e Army d o e s n o t make r u l e s f o r 
c i v i l i a n s ; t h e r e f o r e e x - s o l d i e r s p a r a d i n g i n m u f t i c a n w e a r w h a t 
t h e y l i k e - f u l l - s i z e m e d a l s o r m i n i a t u r e s . " 

T H A N K S : We w i s h t o e x p r e s s o u r h e a r t - f e l t t h a n k s t o t h e many m e m b e r s 
who g a v e d o n a t i o n s t o w a r d s t h e p u r c h a s e o f o u r new c o p i e r w h i c h w a s 
d e l i v e r e d t o u s on 25 A u g u s t . I T i s a v a s t i m p r o v e m e n t on t h e o l d 
m a c h i n e . A l t h o u g h S e c r e t a r y h a d t o l e a r n a new s e r i e s o f s t o p p a g e d r i l l s 
he h a s n o t h a d t o u s e t h e m y e t ! 

AMENDMENT TO T H I S N E W S L E T T E R : I n t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n s e c t i o n on t h e l a s t 
p a g e u n d e r ARMY MOTEL U N I T S HQ S u p p o r t Command p h o n e n u m b e r should r e a d : 
0 4 / 5 2 7 5 8 2 3 . 

ROYAL A R T I L L E R Y CEREMONY OF REMEMBRANCE: T h e s e r v i c e , on 13 Nov 9 4 , 
w a s a t t e n d e d by o u r A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y , I r i s B o y t e r , who i s p i c t u r e d 
i n t h e m a r c h p a s t . We r e g r e t we c o u l d n o t p r o d u c e a b e t t e r p i c t u r e b u t 
t h e o r i g i n a l l e f t much t o be d e s i r e d . 

NEW MEMBERS N Z P F O C A : R e c e n t l y we r e c e i v e d two a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r 
m e m b e r s h i p f r o m p e r s o n s who d i d n o t q u a l i f y , i . e . w e r e n o t e x - R F . B o t h 
s t a t e d t h e y h a d a p p r o a c h e d m e m b e r s o f NZPFOCA who a d v i s e d t h e m t o a p p l } 
When s o a p p r o a c h e d m e m b e r s s h o u l d e n d e a v o u r t o c h e c k a p p l i c a n t s ' 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s b e f o r e a d v i s i n g t h e m t o a p p l y . 
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NEWS FROM M E M B E R S : 

C a p t a i n S . L . ( S h a y ) B a s s e t t w r i t e s , " I r e c e n t l y r e t u r n e d , w i t h t h e f i r s t 
( O p ) R a d i a n c o n t i n g e n t , f r o m B o s n i a a n d H e r z e g o v i n a ( B H ) a n d t h o u g h t 
t h a t m e m b e r s may be i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f G u n n e r s w i t h t h e 
New Z e a l a n d F o r c e U n i t e d N a t i o n s P r o t e c t i o n F o r c e o r NZFOR UNPROFOR. 

To d a t e 19 m e m b e r s , , o r a t t a c h e d p e r s o n n e l , o f t h e RNZA h a v e d e p l o y e d . 
S e v e n on Op R a d i a n ? f r o m S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 4 t o M a r c h 1 9 9 5 , a n d 12 on Op 
R a d i a n I I , f r o m M a r c h t o S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 5 . As I w r i t e t h e f i n a l e x e r c i s e 
i s b e i n g c o n d u c t e d i n W a i o u r u f o r t h e 2 5 0 Op R a d i a n I I I p e r s o n n e l , i n 
l e s s t h a n i d e a l c o n d i t i o n s , w h i c h i n c l u d e s a n o t h e r 13 G u n n e r s . 

T h e a p p o i n t m e n t s h e l d by RNZA p e r s o n n e l h a v e v a r i e d w i t h e a c h d e p l o y ­
m e n t . T h e S e n i o r N a t i o n a l O f f i c e r s ( S N O ) o f t h e f i r s t two d e p l o y m e n t s 
h a v e b e e n G u n n e r s . F i r s t l y L t C o l G r a e m e W i l l i a m s , CO o f 16 F d R e g t a t 
t h e t i m e , a n d s e c o n d l y L t C o l B a r r y V r y e n h o e k n o t a b l y a c c o m p a n i e d by 
o u r v e r y own W01 I a n F o s t e r a s t h e c o n t i n g e n t RSM. T h e SNO w o r k s a s t h e 
S t a f f O f f i c e r G r a d e One C i v i l A f f a i r s a t HQ S e c t o r S o u t h W e s t , l o c a t e d 
a t G o r n i V a k u f , w h i c h a c t s a s a de f a c t o B r i g a d e HQ. T h e S N O ' s j o b i s 
a n e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t o n e a s t h e UN's p r i m a r y m i s s i o n i n BH i s t h e 
p r o v i s i o n o f h u m a n i t a r i a n a i d . 

G u n n e r s h a v e a l s o p r o v i d e d t h e b u l k o f t h e F o r w a r d A i r C o n t r o l ( F A C ) 
P a r t y . A c t i n g v e r y much l i k e a F 0 P a r t y t h e y a r e u s e d a s a d e t e r r e n t , 
t o t h e v a r i o u s f a c t i o n s , by c a l l i n g i n NATO a i r c r a f t t o p r o v i d e C l o s e 
A i r S u p p o r t a s r e q u i r e d . T h e f i r s t T A C P ( F A C ) w a s m a n n e d by m y s e l f , 
B d r J O h n n y M a k a k e a a n d L BDr J a s o n H o u i a . We h a n d e d o v e r t o C a p t K e v i n 
S c o t t , L BDr M Y r o n P r e n d e r g a s t a n d L BDr L e i g h t o n T h o m p s o n i n M a r c h 
1 9 9 5 . T h e y w i l l , i n t u r n , h a n d o v e r t o C a p t B r e t t R a n k i n , L B d r A a r o n 
T a y l o r a n d L BDr A l a n M i t c h e l l i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 5 . To d a t e t h e NZ T A C P s 
h a v e b e e n l o c a t e d i n t h e M u s l i m t o w n o f M a g l a j a p p r o x i m a t e l y o n e a n d 
a h a l f h o u r s N o r t h o f S a n t i c i , w h e r e t h e m a i n body o f K Coy i s l o c a t e d . 
T h e y w o r k i n d i r e c t s u p p o r t o f B R I T C A V E A T , a b a t t a l i o n s i z e d o r g a n i s a t i o n 
b a s e d on a B r i t i s h A r m o u r e d R e c o n n a i s s a n c e R e g i m e n t w i t h a n I n f a n t r y 
e l e m e n t . I t t a k e s a w h i l e t o g e t u s e d t o e a t i n g m u s h i e p e a s b u t t h e 
e x p e r i e n c e i s w o r t h i t . 

T h e RNZA h a s a l s o s u p p l i e d a L i a i s o n O f f i c e r ( L 0 ) P a r t y f o r e a c h 
c o n t i n g e n t . T h e f i r s t w a s manned by C a p t B e n G r e e n a n d L B d r S T e v e 
M a t h e s o n . T h e y w o r k e d o u t o f B R I T C A V E A T HQ i n Z e p c e , l i a i s i n g w i t h 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s a n d o r g a n i s i n g a i d t o t h e c i v i l p o p u l a t i o n w h i c h 
i n c l u d e d t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f r e f u g e e s a n d d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s . O n c e 
a g a i n a n e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t t a s k . W i t h t h e h a n d o v e r t o C a p t J e r e m y 
S m i t h a n d G n r H a r d y t h e P a r t y r e l o c a t e d t o T o m i s l a v g r a d i n B R I T B A T l ' s 
a r e a o f O p e r a t i o n s . L i e u t e n a n t J o s h W i n e e r a , L B d r Damon M i t c h e l l a n d 
G n f S e a n S t e p h e n s w i l l t a k e o v e r f r o m C a p t S m i t h ' s p a r t y i n S e p t e m b e r 
1 9 9 5 . Op R a d i a n I I a l s o s a w t h e RNZA p r o v i d i n g t h e D r i v e r / O p e r a t o r s 
f o r t h e o t h e r L 0 P a r t i e s . T h e s e w e r e : G n r Mathew A k u h a t a , G n r P H i l l i p 
M a x w e l l a n d G n r J e r e m y P i r i h i . 

P r o b a b l y t h e g r e a t e s t a r e a o f c o n c e r n , t o UN f o r c e s , i n BH i s 
l o g - i s t A c _ _ s u P P o r t . . I n t h i s a r e a 16 F d R e g t h a s a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d w i t h 
B d r D a v i d M a c l n t y r e a n d S g t D a r y l B u r t o n s e r v i n g w i t h t h e Q C e l l on 
Op R a d i a n I a n d I I I r e s p e c t i v e l y . T h e 16 F d R e g t Wksp a l s o s u p p l i e d 
a n A r m o u r e r , S g t D e a n Dew, a n d a V e h i c l e M e c h a n i c , C p l D e r e k B r e n c h l e y 
f o r Op R a d i a n I I . 

T h e r e m a i n i n g s e v e n m e m b e r s o f t h e R o y a l R e g i m e n t t o be d e p l o y e d w i t h 
NZFOR UNPROFOR a r e b e i n g e m p l o y e d a s M113 A r m o u r e d P e r s o n n e l C a r r i e r 
c r e w m e n . G n r Mark A s h w o r t h on Op R a d i a n I I a s a d r i v e r a n d , on Op 
R a d i a n I I I , B d r G r e g o r y M o l l o y , B d r B R i a n W e l l s , B d r M a r c u s P o m p e y , 
L B d r N a t h a n F a l w a s s e r , L B d r L i n d s a y R o b e r t s o n a n d L B d r S c o t t L e e v e y 
a s c r e w c o m m a n d e r s . T h e y a r e t o be e m p l o y e d w i t h i n t h e K Coy 
o r g a n i s a t i o n on s u c h t a s k s a s p a t r o l l i n g , m a n n i n g c h e c k p o i n t s a n d 
o b s e r v a t i o n p o s t s a n d a s s i s t i n g i n t h e p r o v i s i o n o f c i v i l a i d . 



4 

A l t h o u g h o n l y a s i x - m o n t h t o u r , B o s n i a h a s b e e n t h e h i g h l i g h t o f my 
15 a n d h a l f y e a r s ' s e r v i c e a n d g i v e n t h o s e o f u s f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h t o 
d e p l o y t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f w o r k i n g i n a r e g u l a r d i v i s i o n s l e n v i r o n m e n t 
a n d s e e i n g t h e d e s t r u c t i o n a c i v i l w a r c a n c a u s e , a t f i r s t h a n d . 

AS a l w a y s , I l o o k f o r w a r d t o 
a l l m e m b e r s t h e b e s t f o r t h e 

t h e n e x t A s s o c i a t i o n n e w s l e t t e r a n d w i s h 
f u t u r e . 

( S g d ) S . L . B a s s e t t , C a p t a i n , 
A d j u t a n t . 

Tom C h a p m a n , o u r W e l l i n g t o n / H u t t R e p . s e n t t h e p i c t u r e a n d a r t i c l e 
b e l o w , w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n t h e E v e n i n g P o s t o f 17 J u l y 9 5 . T h e o r i g i n a l 
p i c t u r e i n t h e p a p e r w a s i n c o l o u r w h i c h u n f o r t u n a t e l y o u r c o p i e r i s 
u n a b l e t o r e p r o d u c e . 

War art exposes Mclntyre's true grit 
\'"hen Qarmci Mclntyre wen( 

to war in 1939, lie packed his 
sketchbook and his poinis. 

Mel ill \. :l -. niing I limoriin 
;irt Rhidenl who ItiirJ arrived in 
1/'IKlun I I I the spring of J 9 3 0 . 
was destined to become Major 
Peter Mclntyre. official war 
art is! to the New Zealand Divi­
sion in the Middle East, North 
Africa and Italy. 

He will be reunited with 
some of ids works and with sol­
dier colleagues when lie attends 
the opening of the first retro­
spective exhibition of his war 
art in the City Gallery on Fri­
day night. Sir Leonard Thornton, 
himself a gunner, will open the 
show. 

Mclntyre was the only offi­
cial war artist attached to Brit­
ish forces who had five years ol 
uninterrupted service during the 
war." Sir Leonard said. 

Sir Leonard, the general 
whose illustrious military ca­
reer concluded on his retire-
men! as Chief of Defence Staff 
in 1971, said there were special 
elements in Mcln'vre's work. 

"He has this very good and 
consistent focus on New Zea­
land's military men and women. 
They are true New Zealand 
faces, and not. your usual hero 
types. He captured that strong, 
sometimes naive simplicity of 
the New Zealanders working in 
all sorts of military areas." 

Sir Leonard said the oil 
painting 25 pounder in Italy in 
the Kia Kaha show at the Na­
tional Library showed how Mc­
lntyre was close to the action. 

"This is a very accurate pic­
ture of the gun crew, and you 
can feel the effort of the men. 
The man loading the shell, 
stripped to waist, is uncannily 
accurate. "The other element 
which interests me in this work 
is that it's never been cleaned 
up. It has the grime of the bat­
tlefield in its paint. You can see 
airborne dust, mixed with the 
paint in the clouds - it's beau­
tiful." ONE GUNNER to another 

pounder in Italy. 
Sir Leonard Thornton with Peter 

Picture: 
Mclntyre's I 
C R A I G SIMCC 

L t C o l R . H . W i l l i a m s ( s e e c h a n g e s o f a d d r e s s ) , w r i t e s : " I ' v e 1 / 2 p i e 
r e t i r e d t o a f a r m l e t , w e f 30 S e p , i n t h e m a i n l a n d home t o w n a t l o n g l a s t 
M a r g a r e t s a y s i f I w a s a n y more r e l a x e d I ' d f a l l o v e r ! C h o o k s , d e e r 
a n d f o u r - l e g g e d h e i f e r s - w h o o p e e ! 

We* h a d a w o n d e r f u l 1 6 1 B t y ( S - V N ) r e u n i o n a t L i n t o n 1 4 - 1 5 J u l y . 16 F d 
R e g t d i d u s p r o u d a n d t h e c a m a r a d e r i e w a s v e r y s i n c e r e . 

R e g a r d s t o a l l who c o u l d n ' t make i t , 

Y o u r s s i n c e r e l y , 

R i c k W i l l i a m s , BC 1 9 8 3 

L e s P y e h a s a s k e d u s t o p r i n t r e m i n d e r s o f t h e K F o r c e r e u n i o n n e x t 
y e a r ( s e e P a g e 1 ) a n d s e n d s an a c c o u n t o f a t o u r he made o f K o r e a 
e a r l i e r t h i s y e a r ( s e e p a g e 5 and 6 ) . He f u r t h e r a s k s t h a t "we g i v e 
Y o g i a g e n t l e n u d g e a n d s t e e r h i m s o u t h o f t h e B o m b a y s . " Y o g i , p e a s e 
n o t e ! 

AMENDMENT TO ACCOMMODATION G U I D E : A c a p u l c o M o t o r I n n : D e l e t e T a r i f f 
$ 5 6 a n d d e t a i l ; s u b s t i t u t e S p e c i a l r a t e f o r RSA M e m b e r s $ 4 5 i n c l G S T . 



Veteran finds big 
changes in Korea 

A "revisit" trip In Korcn is 
iny, to Lcs I'yc. of lllciilicim. 

by Helen Hill 
Along wild fmir nlhcr 

Mnrlborough veternos of (lie Ko­
rean war, Mr Pye went In Korea 
Inst mould on a regular nmmni trip 
organised through the New Zealand 
Korea Veterans Association. The 
oilier local men were Ralph 
ilutchcson and Hill and Arthur 
Pncey. Snnw Gilmnre attti Ids wife 
l-jiralicih marie a private visit aimtif 
Ihc same litne. 

"1"ni glad I went," savs Mr I'yc. 
a retired major from Ihc regular 
nnny. 

"It's an esntrstmt lltal mi veteran 
should miss. The sheer difference 
in Ihc cniinlry fnmi what it was 
when ! Icfl amnrcd roc. tiir exam­
ple, over Hie River Han in 1953 
there was one mad-rail bridge, mil 
today there are 27 and they're still 
being built." 

However, lie admits it was im­
possible to reiate lo more Ihan rme 
or twn specific places in Semi I be­
cause everything hml changed so 
much. He was struck by (he fact 
Ihal Hie residents were "neatly 
dressed in western style clothes" 
whereas previously ail lie saw Ihcm 
wearing were "white national 
clothes". 

Their stantlard of living had in­
creased nut nf sight: Ihc ens! of 
most ileitis was very high and I 
didu'l buy anything In bring 
home," he says. 

Ilie tour party was led liv Doug 
, Burgess and inciittictl ihc president 

of Ihc NZKVA. Trcvnr Lynch. Mr 
Pye said he knew very few mem­
bers of (he group other Ihan his 
friends from Marlborough but II 
was a different story once Ihcy met 
up wllli contingents fnnn Australia, 
Qmada nnd the United Kingdom. 
Ills first question wns 'are there 
any lankics In the llrillsh party?" 

"1 heard (here were two or three 
but the chances of Ihcm having 
been from my squadron with which 
I had served were pretty remote — 
but tlierc they were and we nil rec­
ognised each other on sight." 

The t w o men he knew • hnd 
served with Mr Pye In the 1st 
Royal Tank Regiment, lo which he 
was posted from Ihc New Zealand 
Army's Id l-ichl Regiment. They 
were Harry Morris, Ids former ra­
dio operator, nnd Jim Owens. Ihc 
driver of the first lank lie wns 
posted tn. Until were (mm Wales 

it pilgriiit:iy.c flisil no veteran of Cluit w:ir should miss, nccnnl -

ntnl Ixilli were on their first return 
visit to Korcn. 

On (he evening of their first day 
all the former servicemen were pre­
sented with a revisit veteran's 
medal by the Korean War Veterans 
Association. 

Hie following ilay the ceremonies 
began in earnest. 'Hie New Zen-
landcrs went lo the British Com-
monweallh Memorial and laid a 
wrcnlh, n procedure which wns re­
lieved lalcr in Ihc tiny at (he Aits-
India-New Zealand Imtllc mmiimicitl 
in Kapynng-gtin. They also pre­
sented 11 pupils of Ihc Knpymig 
Middle School with bursaries lo 
secondary school. Arthur I'accy. the 
gtnt sergeant of Ihc last gmi In 
support the withdrawal from this 
valley in 1951, presented one of the 
bursaries. 

These are presented by the New 
Zealand veterans every year, Pour 
are funded by the NZKVA (towards 
which the Marlborough branch con­
tributes S250 annually), three by 
the Korea-New Zealand Association, 
two by the Asia 2IXM) Inundation 
and one each by the ANZ Bank 
and the hilernational Development 
Corporation, nin by John Gcddes, 
a New Zealandcr witn lives in Ko­
rea. Mr Pye said Air New Zealand 
alsn provided return air tickets tn 
Iwo students, who were hosted 
while in New Zealand by members 
of Ihc Korea-New Zealand Associa­
tion. 

On Aprii 2J lite grnup visited 
Soimari. Ihc scene nf a bailie in 
April 195! in which the (jlnticcs-
Icrsliire Battalion was over-nin by 
the Chinese and lost 525 of its 
members as prisoners nf war. There 
they were given a blow by blow 
account of the fighting by (he bat­
talion's former adjutant. General 
(retired) Sir Anthony Pnrrar-
llocklcy, a member of the British 
parly. 

Mr Pye said Soimari was still n 
buffer zone on the southern shle of 
Hie demilitarised looe. On April 24 
they visited I'anmunjoni and Free­
dom House. Pnnmunjom is the 
complex where United Nations nnd 
North Korean delegates met tn dis­
cuss Hie terms of the 42-yenr-old 
ceasefire. It is still heavily garri­
soned on 1ml li sides and no one Is 
normally allowed lo cross Ihc line 
hclivccn north and sooth. 

lie said Die trip lo Mnnmunjorn wns "almost like a slaee show" l>c-

Itn; so well managed nod with sitch 
n smooth cnnimemary, but t he 
place Itself was no m o r e Ihan a 
collection of conference huts and 
"one upmanship" actions. 

"The landscape is much the 
same as II was 40-odd yenrs ago. 
Because it's part of lite military 
buffer rone there's no development 
as such, although penpie are al-
Imvcti In crop some of Ihc area. 

"I'.vcn III miles from PaimmnjVnn 
one begins hi sec various defences 
including floating mines in Ihc riv­
ers and estttarics. We iiidn'1 feel in 
any tlangcr nllhnugh in Ihc |»revi-
nus year i( hml liccn rather lense. 
We saw no evidence of n mililary 
aiert other than Ihcsc fortificr.tiorK." 
lie added, however, thai it now 
appeared, unbeknown tn them at 
the lime, that Nortii Korean line 
crossing incidents m i April I? and 
23 heightened military alertness. 

On the evening of litis visit to 
Panmuninm the New Zealand con­
tingent presented She New Zealand 
amhassador in Senui w i t h the 
plaque identifying the RNZN and 
major New Zealand Anny units 
which served in Korea, lite piacme 
(Hie Express. April 17. 1995) was 
designed by Mr Pye and the insig­
nia made by Martin Nicnll of 
Blenheim. II now hangs in (he 
embassv's entrance foyef. 

On Aii7.:ic Day Ihc ; r m t p at­
tended a dawn ceremony in the 
grounds of Ihc United Nations 
compound in Scmti. 'Hie sendee 
was led by an RAP padre. .Squad­
ron Leader I S Ward and lite of­
ficiating officer was Colonel Gerry 
McCormick. Hie Australian defence 
attache. A visit In the Suwan folk 
village, together with more Ihan 
1500 school children, ended the 
KWVA-fmidcd lour but not before 
a day trip on April 26 lo the port 
city of Ptisan. 

Here the group had lunch with 
the Auckland-Pusnn Friendship As­
sociation, followed by an honour 
guard reception at the United Na­
tions War Cemetery where a 
wreath and poppies were laid in 
the New Zealand section. 

Two nf Ihc groti'p had lieeu' 
members nf burial parties for (hose 
interred there. Mr 1'ye liclicves that 
the renewed and shared memories 
will remain life lone noes and is 
sincerely grateful In (he Korea War 
Veterans for their generosity and 
e r n r r s t i n o * nf prnlitode. 
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L e s P y e ( c e n t r e ) met two 
o f h i s f o r m e r c o m r a d e s f r o m 
t h e 1 s t R o y a l T a n k R e g i m e n t 
w h i l e on a v e t e r a n s r e t u r n 
v i s i t t o K o r e a i n A p r i l . 
On t h e l e f t i s h i s f o r m e r 
r a d i o o p e r a t o r , B a r r y M o r r i s 
a n d on t h e r i g h t , t a n k d r i v e : 
J i m O w e n s , b o t h f r o m W a l e s . 

U N O F F I C I A L H I S T O R Y : D e t a i l s o f t h e t r i a l d e s c r i b e d b e l o w a p p e a r e d i n 
an o l d h i s t o r y o f t h e W o o l w i c h A r s e n a l . Y o u p r o b a b l y w o n ' t f i n d th 'em-
i n a n y h i s t o r y o f T h e R o y a l R - e g i r a e n t . 

B e l i e v e i t o r n o t a r o u n d 1 8 8 7 a l i g h t m o u n t a i n gun a d a p t e d ! t o f i r e f r o m 
a m u l e ' s b a c k was t e s t e d ! T h e gun w a s p r o b a b l y an RML 2 . 5 - i n c h s c r e w -
gun ( i m m o r t a l i s e d by K i p l i n g ) , t h e n i n c u r r e n t u s e , o r a m o d i f i e d v e r s i o n 
As no m u l e w a s a v a i l a b l e a d o n k e y w a s s u b s t i t u t e d . 

H a v i n g b e e n b r o u g h t i n t o a c t i o n w i t h t h e d o n k e y t i e d t o a p o s t a n d t h e 
gun p o i n t e d i n a s a f e d i r e c t i o n , i t w a s l o a d e d , w h i l e t h e s p e c t a t o r s 
r e t i r e d t o a s a f e d i s t a n c e t o w a t c h t h e e f f e c t o f t h e r e c o i l u p o n t h e 
u n f o r t u n a t e q u a d r u p e d . A l o n g p i e c e o f s l o w m a t c h w a s i n s e r t e d i n t o t h e 
v e n t t o e n a b l e t h e f i r e r s i m i l a r l y t o r e t i r e . 

Now i t s o h a p p e n e d t h a t no one h a d t h o u g h t t o s e c u r e b o t h e n d s o f t h e 
d o n k e y ; i t h a d b e e n t i e d up by t h e h e a d o n l y ! T h u s when t h e s l o w m a t c h -
s t a r t e d t o b u r n t h e a n i m a l , i n t r y i n g t o f i n d t h e c a u s e o f t h e f i z z i n g 
w h i c h r e s u l t e d , ' t r a v e r s e d ' i t s h i n d - q u a r t e r s t o s u n d r y p o i n t s o f t h e 
c o m p a s s , t o t h e u t t e r c o n s t e r n a t i o n o f t h e s p e c t a t o r s who p r o m p t l y 
hug»ged m o t h e r e a r t h w i t h t h e i r s t o m a c h s . 

When t h e gun f i r e d t h e r e c o i l ' b o w l e d ' t h e d o n k e y h e a d o v e r h e e l s ( t o 
p u t t h e m a t t e r p o l i t e l y ) . W h e r e t h e s h o t l a n d e d no one k n o w s . 

A p p a r e n t l s no f u r t h e r t e s t s w e r e c a r r i e d o u t ! 

A G u n n e r o u g h t t o be a s o b e r , w a k e f u l , l u s t y , p a t i e n t , p r u d e n t a n d 
q u i c k - s p i r i t e d m a n , he o u g h t a l s o t o h a v e good e y e s i g h t , a j u d g m e n t , 
a n d p e r f e c t k n o w l e d g e t o s e l e c t a c o n v e n i e n t p l a c e i n t h e d a y o f s e r v i c 
t o p l a n t h i s o r d n a n c e w h e r e he may do m o s t h u r t u n t o t h e enem i e s , a n d 
be l e a s t a n n o y e d by t h e m , a n d w h e r e h i s o r d n a n c e may n o t be s u r p r i s e d 
by t h e m . 

C y p r i a n L u c a r , 1 5 8 8 . 


