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NEW ZEALAND PERMANENT FORCE OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 33 710, TAKAPUNA, AUCKLAND 1309 

NEWSLETTER No 96 

December 1997 A R e g i s t e r e d P u b l i c a t i o n 

SEASONS GREETINGS: Our P r e s i d e n t and E x e c u t i v e extend to a l l members 
b e s t w i s h e s f o r the f e s t i v e season and a Happy New Year. 
LAST POST: 

1586 E . J . 
1859 G.J. 

327625 I.M. 
345674 B.M. 
CHANGES OF 

May 97, a t Auckland ( L i f e Member) 
Sep 97, a t L e v i n ( L i f e Member). 

21 Oct 97, a t Auckland. 
8 Nov 97, a t Auckland. 

. ( E d d i e ) Ryan, 29 
(Gordon) Thomas, 
(Mervyn) Hammond 

, (Ben) M i n h i n n i c k 
_ ADDRESS; 
HG Bigg-Wither to RD4, K a i t a i a 0500. 
L t C o l WBF McAllum to 8/9 B u r g e s s S t , Sumner 
CJ Mclsaac to 1/3 T a v i s t o c k Av, Papatoetoe. 
HGC S a l t MBE to c/o WJ S a l t , 13 Henry S t , Ringwood, 
Major RG Stephens to PDC, S t Arnand 7150. 

C h r i s t c h u r c h 8 

Melbourne, V I C 3134 

GONE NO ADDRESS: PREVIOUS ADDRESS 
AH B i s s e t t 119 S t M a r t i n s Rd, C h r i s t c h u r c h 2. 
L t C o l J L C a s t e l l 19 Weir Tee, Waiouru. 
Capt J E F i t z g e r a l d 32 Chapman S t , I n v e r c a r g i l l . 
W02 KC Solomon 12 T a i p i n g Tee, L i n t o n MC. 
Anyone knowing new l o c a t i o n s p l e a s e i n f o r m S e c r e t a r y . 
NEW MEMBERS: 
1240 W. ( W i l l i a m ) McKenzie, 86 C h u r c h i l l Rd, M a i r a n g i Bay, Auckland 10. 
Mrs DM (Dawn) N i c h o l s o n , 147 V i c t o r i a Rd, Devonport, A'uck. 9 ( A s s o c . ) 
L I F E MEMBERSHIP: 
When members r e a c h the age o f 80 y e a r s they a u t o m a t i c a l l y become L i f e 
Members and no l o n g e r need t o pay the a n n u a l s u b s c r i p t i o n . However, we 
do not have b i r t h d a t e s f o r a l l members. T h e r e f o r e , i f you have t u r n e d 
80 but we a r e s t i l l c h a r g i n g you $5 per annum PLEASE LET US KNOW! 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
The next Committee Meeting w i l l be h e l d i n the Board Room, Papakura RSA, 
E l l i o t t S t , Papakura, a t 1000 h r s S a t u r d a y 14 Feb 98. Any member who 
i s i n t e r e s t e d may a t t e n d . 
ST BARBARAS DAY SOCIAL: but 
S t B a r b a r a ' s Day f a l l s on 4 December,, we have to v a r y the day o f 
c e l e b r a t i o n a c c o r d i n g to t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y of p r e m i s e s . T h i s y e a r i t 
w i l l be c e l e b r a t e d a t the Papakura RSA on S a t u r d a y 13 Dec 97 commencing 
a t 1100 h r s . I t i s e s s e n t i a l t h o s e a t t e n d i n g i n f o r m S e c r e t a r y ( J i m R o s s ) 
on 09/416 8662 no l a t e r t h a n 6 Dec 97. 
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SOCIALS ETC IN OTHER DISTRICTS: We r e a l i s e t h a t the g r e a t e r numbers 
of members r e s i d e n t i n the Auckland a r e a f a v o u r the h o l d i n g of s o c i a l 
f u n c t i o n s t h e r e , w h i l e the fewer numbers i n o t h e r d i s t r i c t s do not. We 
a r e t h e r e f o r e prepared to a s s i s t Reps i n d i s t r i c t s n o r t h or s o u t h of 
Auckland who w i s h to o r g a n i s e such f u n c t i o n s . Contact S e c r e t a r y . 
GUNNERS DAY LADIES DINING-IN: F o l l o w i n g the o u t s t a n d i n g s u c c e s s of the 
d i n n e r h e l d i n the Papakura RSA on 26 May 97 another i s planned f o r 
2 6 May 98, probably under the a u s p i c e s of the NZPFOCA. Watch the March 
n e w s l e t t e r f o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s . 
PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR 1996-97 d e l i v e r e d a t AGM: "Gentlemen, I would 
l i k e to thank you a l l f o r making the e f f o r t t o come to the 1997 AGM. 

F i r s t , I would l i k e to thank the D i s t r i c t Reps f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s , 
e s p e c i a l l y those who have kept i n touch w i t h the members who a r e l e s s 
mobile than the r e s t of u s . 

Membership i s c u r r e n t l y a worry. A l t h o u g h Wally and J e f f Waters 
d i d a b i g push, p r e s s - g a n g i n g 27 new members i n one month our member
s h i p i s s t i l l d e c r e a s i n g s t e a d i l y . I t c u r r e n t i y s tands a t A s s o c i a t e s 46, 
L i f e 40, Honorary 5, O r d i n a r y 271, making a t o t a l of 362. 

The l a s t meeting i n Auckland was h e l d i n the Papakura RSA. We d i d 
t h i s to t r y and i n c r e a s e the number of members a t t e n d i n g . T h i s d i d pot 
work. We w i l l c o n t i n u e to have them i n t h e B i r k e n h e a d RSA i f a f t e r _e 
t r i a l p e r i o d t h e r e i s no change t o a t t e n d a n c e . 

B e f o r e I c l o s e I would l i k e t o thank Des O'Connor f o r h i s e f f o r t 
and time as T r e a s u r e r , 21 y e a r s i n a l l . I would l i k e to thank Wally 
R u f f e l l who s e r v e d as S e c r e t a r y f o r 13 y e a r s . Without t h i s champion 
e f f o r t by t h e s e two gentlemen I do not know where the A s s o c i a t i o n woulc 
be. On b e h a l f of the A s s o c i a t i o n , Gentlemen I thank you." 

(Sgd) I . S . F o s t e r . 
R e p o r t s were a l s o r e c e i v e d from D i s t r i c t Reps as f o l l o w s : Joe Hanvey 
(Auckland/N. S h o r e ) , J e f f Waters ( S . A u c k l a n d ) , J i m G i l b e r d (Bay of 
Plenty/Hawkes B a y ) , Angus R i v e r s (Wanganui/Manawatu) and Roger Newth 
( W e l l i n g t o n / M a r l b o r o u g h ) . 
S e c r e t a r y to be Major J . McL.(Jim) Ross, 143 K a u r i Rd, Whenuapai, Phone 
09/416 8662, T r e a s u r e r to be Mr D. ( B a r n e y ) Harrop, 2B Wolseley Ave, 
M i l f o r d , Auckland 1309, Phone 09/410 3702. 
E x e c u t i v e were r e - e l e c t e d except HGC S a l t MBE who has moved to A u s t r a l i 
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Annual s u b s c r i p t i o n and S e c r e t a r y 1 sjhonorarium to remain as f p r 1996-97. 
A p o l o g i e s were r e c e i v e d from 63 members. Names w i l l accompany minuteo 
a t n e x t AGM. 
REUNION DINNER: Our Guest of Honour t h i s y e a r was the Mayor of Taupo. 
Mrs Joan W i l l i a m s o n . I n a d d i t i o n the f o l l o w i n g a t t e n d e d : Doug Adams, 
'Tommy' A t k i n s , S e l B r y a n t , Tom Chapman, Matt Crawley, I a n F o s t e r , 
L e r o y F o r r e s t e r , J i m G i l b e r d , B i l l and Emma G i l e s , Ron and 'Mike' 
H a s s e t t , Joe Hanvey and f r i e n d , T e r r y HUghes, J a c k Kearney, Bob and 
B e t t y K e r s l a k e , Frank and Denise Lupo, V i c and Audrey Meyle, B i l l 
Morland, N e i l and Helen McMahon, George and P a t t i M i l n , Roger Newth, 
Des and Bunty O'Connor, B i l l and J o y c e P o w r i e , Dave and Marie R o b e r t s , 
J i m and Ruby Ross, W a l l y R u f f e l l , Rupert and Joyce Robinson, B i l l and 
Ruth Thornton, Jock T a y l o r , Tony T u s t i n , Roger and Jean Wylde, J e f f 
Waters. U n f o r t u n a t e l y J B i l l and T u i McLeay c o u l d not be w i t h us as they 
had both been badly i n j u r e d i n a motor a c c i d e n t p r i o f to the r e u n i o n 
which put T u i i n h o s p i t a l . We s i n c e r e l y hope you a r e now f u l l y r e c o v e r e 
T u i . B i l l and Jasmine B e v e r i d g e a l s o m i s s e d the d i n n e r because B i l l 
became i l l and had to go to h o s p i t a l . We hope you a r e now w e l l , B i l l . 
Angus R i v e r s attended the AGM but c o u l d not make i t to the d i n n e r . 
B e t t e r l u c k next t i m e , Angus. 



TOAST TO THE REGIMENT: By Leroy F o r r e s t e r . 
Mr P r e s i d e n t , d i s t i n g u i s h e d g u e s t s , l a d i e s and gentlemen. 

During the l a s t two y e a r s , s i n c e we l a s t saw each o t h e r , the 
RNZA has had some d e a l i n g s w i t h the Singapore Armed F o r c e s ( S A F ) . 

The SAF i s a w e l l - e q u i p p e d o r g a n i s a t i o n t h a t can boast some of 
the most modern p i e c e s of equipment i n the r e g i o n . I n J u l y of 96,163 
B t y , 16 Fd Regt, went to Singapore and t r a i n e d on the SAF FH2000 
155-mm Gun. The FH2000 i s a s t a t e of the a r t gun t h a t was the f i r s t 
5 2 - c a I i b r e towed gun i n o p e r a t i o n a l s e r v i c e anywhere i n the w o r l d . 
I t weighs some 12 tonnes and when connected to i t s prime mover i t 
measures some 22 metres i n l e n g t h . I n a s h o r t time they had mastered 
the gun and were smashing the SAF times f o r g e t t i n g the gun i n t o and 
out of a c t i o n . They d i s p l a y e d the K i w i gunner a b i l i t y of h a v i n g a 
good gunnery f o u n d a t i o n *°learn and master new p i e c e s of equipment w i t h 
v e r y l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y . A 

T h i s c o n t a c t has made me r e a l i s e t h a t no m a t t e r how w e l l equipped 
a defence f o r c e i s , i t i s o n l y as good as the people who o p e r a t e t h a t 
equipment. 

With t h a t i n mind you can f i n d the REGIMENT i n good form. 
P l e a s e charge your g l a s s e s and be upstanding f o r the t o a s t to 

The Regiment. 
REPLY: By J i m Ross. 
Mr P r e s i d e n t , d i s t i n g u i s h e d g u e s t s , l a d i e s and gentlemen. 

Thank you f o r honouring the t o a s t to the Royal Regiment of N.Z. 
A r t i l l e r y , and to L e r o y f o r the manner i n which he proposed i t . We a r e 
g r a t e f u l to him, as a s e r v i n g s o l d i e r , f o r g i v i n g us the b e n e f i t of 
h i s r e c e n t e x p e r i e n c e and knowledge of t e c h n i c a l developments under 
way i n the f i e l d o f gunnery. 

I t i s f i t t i n g t h a t we c o n s i d e r the h e a l t h of the r e g i m e n t , which 
appears a t the moment to be a t a low ebb. The whole Defence Force has 
s u f f e r e d from d i m i n i s h i n g r e s o u r c e s f o r some y e a r s now, and t h i s has 
most s e v e r e l y a f f e c t e d the a r t i l l e r y branch. 

The b a s i c cause of t h i s d e c l i n e i s f a u l t y defence p o l i c y . 
For example, we no l o n g e r have a Defence Department, but a Defence 

F o r c e on one hand and a M i n i s t r y of Defence on the o t h e r . The F o r c e 
comprises the Army, Navy and A i r F o r c e , and has a M i s s i o n Statement 
remarkable on two c o u n t s . F i r s t l y , i t does NOT mention "Defending" 
a n y t h i n g . Secondly, t h e o n l y m i l i t a r y aim i t l a y s down i s "To d e a l 
w i t h s m a l l c o n t i n g i n c i e s a f f e c t i n g NZ and i t s r e g i o n . " Note the 
" s m a l l c o n t i n g i n c i e s . " 

The M i n i s t r y , on the o t h e r hand, i s the p o l i c y - m a k i n g body, and 
i s s t a f f e d by c i v i l i a n o f f i c i a l s w i t h no apparent c r e d e n t i a l s f o r t h i s 
r b l e . I t s M i s s i o n Statement l a y s down i t s purpose as b e i n g to "provide 
h i g h q u a l i t y a d v i c e and make a v a i l a b l e r e s o u r c e s , " i . e . a d v i s e and 
p r o c u r e , the r o l e of t h e p r o c u r e r ( t o use a p o l i t e term) through the 
ages. 

T h i s i s NO way to o b t a i n e f f e c t i v e defence. 
No wonder the M i n i s t e r , the Hon. P a u l E a s t , was r e p o r t e d r e c e n t l y 

as s a y i n g , "We might f i n d o u r s e l v e s r e i n v e n t i n g departments t h a t we 
e x t r a c t e d from the p u b l i c s e r v i c e w i t h much e f f o r t and a n g u i s h o n l y 
a few y e a r s ago." I agree w i t h him, he w i l l be g l a d to h e a r , and the 
sooner he g e t s on w i t h i t the b e t t e r . 

W e l l , what's wrong w i t h c u r r e n t p o l i c y ? 
I t i s based on f o u r f a l l a c i e s . The f i r s t i s t h a t t h e r e i s "no 

t h r e a t . " T h i s seems f a i r enough, but c a r r i e s w i t h i t the unspoken 
r i d e r "and t h e r e i s n e v e r going to be any." We a l l hope t h i s i s t r u e , 
but i t i s i n e x c u s a b l y r e c k l e s s to gamble the f u t u r e of NZ on i t , when 
the n a t i o n s of the A s i a P a c i f i c r e g i o n , i n the main, a r e s u b j e c t to 
tremendous p r e s s u r e s of p o p u l a t i o n and p o v e r t y , and a r e armed to the 
t e e t h . 
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"our f i e l d regiment would be c o m p l e t e l y outranged. Without hope 
of r e t a l i a t i o n , those l i g h t guns would be blown to s m i t h e r e e n s , 
and t h e i r detachments w i t h them. 

But, we have none of t h i s equipment, and the reason i s not f a r to 
seek. NZ has opted f o r a l i g h t i n f a n t r y army because: 

F i r e power i s p r i c e y ; manpower i s cheap. 
I may have been too gloomy. NZ has a u n i q u e l y K i w i s e c r e t weapon, 

of which you won't f i n d mention i n the media. I t i s the t a i a h a . As you 
know, t h i s i s s i m i l a r to a p i c k h a n d l e , but l i g h t e r . I am not j o k i n g , 
but w i l l quote from an a n n u a l r e p o r t of the Defence F o r c e : 

" S o l d i e r s c o n t i n u e to undergo t a i a h a t r a i n i n g i n t r a d i t i o n a l 
Maori c l o s e - q u a r t e r combat t e c h n i q u e . " 

Now mind t h a t the Maori i n the 19th c e n t u r y had the w i t s to l a y 
a s i d e t h e i r t a i a h a when they c o u l d l a y hands on muskets. T a i a h a s ! Words 
f a i l me, y o u ' l l be g l a d t o know. 

To summarise, then: * 
( a ) NZ needs a c o h e s i v e Defence Department. 
(b ) NZ d e s e r v e s a defence p o l i c y which does NOT depend on s e l f -

i n d u l g e n t s e l f - d e l u d i n g f a l l a c i e s . 
( d ) NZ needs more guns! 

What can we do about i t ? Spread the word, lobby the Government, and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r t a c k l e your MPs and see i f they can understand the r i s k s of 
n e g l e c t i n g defence. When danger i s imminent ( w h i c h i s l i k e l y w i t h i n 
5 to 10 y e a r s , and c e r t a i n w i t h i n 20) New Z e a l a n d e r s w i l l be HORRIBLY 
s u r p r i s e d to f i n d t h e i r Army i s an under-gunned p o l i t i c a l t o y. 

AN UNDER-GUNNED POLITICAL TOY. 
When day dawns, they may w e l l say' 

"Where a r e those o l d gunners? 
We spent a l o t of money t r a i n i n g the r u f f i a n s 
They s h o u l d have warned us - why d i d n ' t t h e y ? 

We don't want t h i s to happen do we? T h a t ' s a l l I have f o r you f o l k s . 
"O be j o y f u l i n the Lor d . 
May God defend New Zealand." 

PATRON: Omitted from s e c t i o n on e l e c t i o n of O f f i c e r s above. Our p r e s e n t 
P a t r o n , G e n e r a l Ron H a s s e t t , was r e - e l e c t e d f o r another term. » 
CHURCH PARADE: Held i n the h i s t o r i c meeting house, T i k i o t e Tamamutu, 
the parade was v e r y w e l l a t t e n d e d . Our t h a n k s , as w e l l as our a d m i r a t i o n , 
go t o our Padre, Rev. B i l l McLeay, who conducted the s e r v i c e d e s p i t e a 
badl y i n j u r e d c o l l a r bone. We missed h i s good l a d y , T u i , who so a b l y 
l e a d s the s i n g i n g . 
ONE FOR THE ROAD: D r i n k s f o r t h i s p a r t of t h e r e u n i o n were purchased 
w i t h the proceeds of the r a f f l e f o r the model gun. They were enjoyed 
e s p e c i a l l y by those who s t a y e d the Sunday n i g h t and made a ' r e a l ' 
week-end of the r e u n i o n . 
TRANSPORT: Members who s t a y e d a t the Spa H o t e l o r the Army Leave Centre 
at A c a c i a Bay were t r a n s p o r t e d to and from t h e RSA and Yacht Club d u r i n g 
the r e u n i o n so had no need to worry about d r i v i n g o v e r the l i m i t . 
NEWS FROM MEMBERS: P a u l Galloway ... i s a t t e n d i n g 
a c o u r s e a t the Royal Canadian A r t i l l e r y S c h o o l and w i l l be r e t u r n i n g 
to New Zealand i n J u l y 1998. H i s address i s : 11 Restigouche Rd, Oromocto, 
New B r u n s w i c k E2V 1T6, Canada. 
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A l o n g l e t t e r from Daphne and F r e d ( Z i g ) Schroder d e s c r i b e s t h e i r ups 
and downs w i t h o p e r a t i o n s e t c but t h a t they a r e both now OK. Although 
they both l i k e l i v i n g i n A u s s i e t h e y s t i l l have a s o f t spot f o r NZ -
and g r e a t l y e njoyed s e e i n g the A l l B l a c k s beat the W a l l a b i e s . But 
Daphne s a y s they d a r e n ' t v o i c e t h e i r o p i n i o n s - o r t h e y would be t o l d 
to get back to NZ! T h e i r a d d r e s s i s : 2/21 Diggers Beach Rd, C o f f s 
Harbour, NSW 2450. 
Roger Wylde, 1/13 R a n f u r l y S t , Upper H u t t , i s busy making models of 
19th c e n t u r y a r t i l l e r y p i e c e s . 
Joe Panoho's photo f e a t u r e d i n a l o c a l paper of 11 Sep 97 a t a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n of s i l v e r G e n e r a l S e r v i c e Medals by Major G e n e r a l Les 
Pearce to s o l d i e r s who had s e r v e d i n Malaya d u r i n g the 1960s - medals 
f o r which they had been w a i t i n g o v e r 30 y e a r s ! U n f o r t u n a t e l y our copie: 
would not reproduce t h e photo w e l l enough f o r the n e w s l e t t e r . Our b e s t 
w i s h e s , J o e . H i s a d d r e s s i s 8 Beeche P l a c e , North Shore C i t y . 5 
Bob H a r r i s , 3/3 Telopea S t , Booker Bay, NSW 2257, c o u l d not a t t e n d our 
reu n i o n owing to h i s h a v i n g to undergo .an o p e r a t i o n f o r the removal of 
c a t a r a c t s , but hopes to make i t i n 1998. 
Red P o t t s , prompted by our remarks about servicemen b u i l d i n g l e a v e 
c e n t r e s w i t h money earned by s e r v i n g as ' w h a r f i e s ' i n 1951, w r i t e s : 
"As I mentioned to you on the phone, we r e c e n t l y r e t u r n e d from a v i ' s x t 
to Queensland where I had a good y a r n w i t h Dan F o l e y who seems most 
content w i t h l i f e on the Sunshine Coast. He asked me to pass on h i s 
g r e e t i n g s to everyone back h e r e , as d i d Margaret P o l l a r d who s e n t h e r 
r e g a r d s t o a l l h e r and D a r c y ' s f r i e n d s on the Shore. She i s busy w i t h 
her b o wls, l i k e most of t h e l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n i t a p p e a r s , a l t h o u g h Dan 
has become i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e Coastguard which I thought v e r y apt f o r 
an o l d 4 - s t a r RNZA Coxswain. 

Your comments on t h e 1 5 1 Wharf S t r i k e reminded me of a l i t t l e 
i n c i d e n t on the Auckland w h a r f , when I was a young L Bdr from Papakura. 
We were q u a r t e r e d a t North Head and taken a c r o s s t o Auckland each day 
on a N a v a l L i b e r t y Boat. I was a member of the gang l e d by H a r r y 
Anderson, the " D a l l y from D a r g a v i l l e , " and one of our e a r l y t a s k s was 
to l o a d b u t t e r on the P o r t A u c kland. The 5 6 - l b c a r t o n s of f r o z e n b u t t e : 
were brought each morning by r a i l from W e s t f i e l d , about 24 waggon loadt 
on the f i r s t day. We soon got i n t o the swing of t h i n g s , and had the 
whole l o t stowed i n the h o l d by 3 pm, which l e f t us hanging about f o r 
the L i b e r t y Boat to l e a v e a t k n o c k - o f f t i m e . 

The n e x t day we a r r i v e d t o f i n d about 30 waggons w a i t i n g f o r us 
some s o r t of compliment I suppose, s i n c e the w h a r f i e s o n l y loaded about 
a dozen a day. We f i n i s h e d t h a t day r a t h e r weary but j u s t i n time to 
c a t c h our boat back t o North Head. Harry informed the powers t h a t be 
1»hat the q u a n t i t y now seemed to be about r i g h t , but the f o l l o w i n g day 
t h e r e were 34 waggons w a i t i n g f o r u s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e news t h a t we'd 
have to l o a d i t a l l , because they c o u l d n ' t s c h e d u l e a t r a i n to r a i l 
any back to W e s t f i e l d ! 

To our a s t o n i s h m e n t , the D a l l y ordered a "Go Slow," and we spent 
the day b e i n g t o l d to t a k e smoko b r e a k s u p s t a i r s , not to work t o g e t h e r 
so w e l l , and to move s l o w l y i n c a s e we h u r t o u r s e l v e s . The shipowner 
r e p s , s t e v e d o r e s and p o r t a u t h o r i t i e s were b e s i d e t h e m s e l v e s , w h i l e oui 
o f f i c e r s s t u d i o u s l y a v o i d e d i n t e r f e r i n g i n any way. The D a l l y remained 
calm and u n r u f f l e d i n h i s w i s e o l d way. At day's end t h e r e were about a 
dozen f u l l waggons l e f t on the w h a r f , and f r a n t i c e f f o r t s were b e i n g 
made to get R a i l w a y s t o t a k e them back to the f r e e z i n g works. 

For the remainder of t h a t j ob on the Port Auckland we found 28 
waggons of b u t t e r w a i t i n g f o r us each morning. The i r o n y of s t r i k e 
b r e a k e r s t a k i n g i n d u s t r i a l a c t i o n caused g r e a t merriment around the 
wharves, and I remember t h i n k i n g t h a t perhaps the w h a r f i e s might not 
have been e n t i r e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a l l the t r o u b l e s on the w a t e r f r o n t . . 

Reds address i s : " Whajremoana , " «4-A North Ave, Devonport. 
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B i l l - B e v e r i d g e came to Taupo but became i l l b e f o r e he was a b l e to t a k e 
p a r t i n r e u n i o n a c t i v i t i e s and was t a k e n to h o s p i t a l . We s i n c e r e l y hope 
you have now r e c o v e r e d , B i l l . 
At time of w r i t i n g B l a c k i e Burns was i n I t a l y v i s i t i n g people who h i d 
him a f t e r h i s escape from a POW camp d u r i n g World War 2. He was 
accompanied by h i s daughter who a c t e d as i n t e r p r e t e r . 
E r i c A u t r i d g e and Les Wilson have both been ' i n the wars' owing to 
a c c i d e n t s and have both s u f f e r e d s h o r t s p e l l s i n h o s p i t a l . They a r e 
now on the mend. 

CHANGE IN THE ASSOCIATION ADDRESS: F o l l o w i n g the e l e c t i o n of new 
S e c r e t a r y and T r e a s u r e r the p o s t a l a d d r e s s of the A s s o c i a t i o n from 
1 J a n 98 w i l l be: PO Box 79 371, R o y a l H e i g h t s , Massey, Auckland. 

THE GUN 
. 

Continued from N e w s l e t t e r 95 By Wally R u f f e l l 

F i g . 83: Whitworth p r o j e c t i l e s 
Although Whitworth amply demonstrated the advantages of a s t r e a m l i n e d 
p r o j e c t i l e d u r i n g the 1860s the i d e a was not t a k e n up f o r another 60 
or 70 y e a r s . Why t h i s was so i s hard to u n d e r s t a n d . 
I n t r i a l s a g a i n s t armour he demonstrated t h a t the shot shaped l i k e 
a punch ( F i g . 83C) was the most e f f e c t i v e f o r the purpose. The p r i n c i p l e 
s t i l l h o l d s good, but of course modern p r o j e c t i l e s a r e f i t t e d w i t h 
b a l l i s t i c caps to reduce a i r r e s i s t a n c e . 
Thfe c a l i b r e o f Whitworth p r o j e c t i l e s was measured a c r o s s two opposite 
f l a t s . 
The p r e c i s i o n of t h e i r manufacture was p r o b a b l y the c h i e f reason why 
h i s guns d i d not become pop u l a r . P r o j e c t i l e s were v e r y a c c u r a t e l y 
p l a ned to shape, a more d i f f i c u l t p r o c e s s than t u r n i n g , and f i t t e d the 
bores e x t r e m e l y c l o s e l y . O b v i o u s l y n e i t h e r bores nor p r o j e c t i l e s were 
s u i t e d t o mass p r o d u c t i o n . Furthermore r e p o r t s from America i n d i c a t e d 
bores had to be kept s c r u p u l o u s l y c l e a n a t a l l t i m e s , not always 
p o s s i b l e on the b a t t l e f i e l d , o t h e r w i s e p r o j e c t i l e s were i n c l i n e d to jam. 
Whitworth's system a p p l i e d to s m a l l arms worked v e r y w e l l as a l r e a d y 
shown. Some of h i s r i f l e s found t h e i r way to New Zealand and examples 
may be seen i n the Army Memorial Museum, Waiouru. Outwardly they 
c l o s e l y resemble the P a t t e r n 1853 E n f i e l d . 
THE ARMSTRONG GUN: As h i s system was i n i t i a l l y adopted i n 1858 ' f o r 
s p e c i a l s e r v i c e i n the f i e l d , ' a t f i r s t Armstrong produced the s m a l l e r 
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equipments o n l y , i . e . the 6-pr ( 2 . 5 - i n ) mountain o r l i g h t f i e l d , 9-pr 
( 3 - i n ) f o r horse a r t i l l e r y , and 12-pr ( 3 - i n ) f o r f i e l d . Although he 
d i d not c o n s i d e r h i s system s u i t a b l e f o r h e a v i e r guns defence c h i e f s 
l a t e r p r e v a i l e d upon him to produce a 20-pr ( 3 . 7 5 - i n ) , a 40-pr ( 4 . 7 5 - i i 
and a 110-pr ( 7 - i n ) , b e i n g f i e l d , s i e g e , and heavy p i e c e s r e s p e c t i v e l y 
A l l except the 20-pr saw s e r v i c e i n New Zealand , and a l l were used 
by the Navy i n v a r i o u s s e a - s e r v i c e r o l e s . Apart from s i z e they a l l 
looked v e r y much a l i k e and worked i n t h e same way. AS the 12-pr was 
w i t h o u t doubt the most s u c c e s s f u l and saw e x t e n s i v e s e r v i c e i n t h i s 
c o u n t r y we s h a l l t a k e i t as an example f o r d e t a i l e d s t u d y . 

F i g . 84B: Top of vent F i g . 84C: System of F i g 84D: S e c t i o n of 
p i e c e . o b t u r a t i o n . r i f l i n g . 

« 

The term 'RBL 1 was g i v e n to Armstrong guns i n l a t e r y e a r s to 
d i s t i n g u i s h them from the 'BL 1 t y p e s i n t r o d u c e d from 1880. 
ORDNANCE: The gun was of ' b u i l t - u p ' c o n s t r u c t i o n c o n s i s t i n g of an 'A' 
tube c o m p r i s i n g the bore over which were shrunk a breech p i e c e , 
t r u n n i o n r i n g , and s m a l l e r tubes as shown i n the drawing. M a t e r i a l was 
wrought i r o n . 
R i f l i n g was a w e l l - d e s i g n e d poly-groove 'hook s e c t i o n ' type as shown 
i n F i g . 84D. I t c o n s i s t e d of 38 grooves w i t h a uniform t w i s t of one 
t u r n i n 38 c a l i b r e s . C a l i b r e was 3 - i n c h (76.2 mm). 
A f e a t u r e u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h World War 2 guns was i t s 'squeeze 
bore' which Armstrong c a l l e d a ' g r i p . 1 The l a s t s i x i n c h e s of the bore 
a t the muzzle was s l i g h t l y reduced i n d i a m e t e r , the purpose b e i n g to 
ensure p r e c i s e c e n t r i n g of the p r o j e c t i l e b e f o r e i t l e f t the gun. At 
t h e same time i t swaged down the l e a d s h e a t h i n g s l i g h t l y r e d u c i n g 
the diameter and t h u s improving i t s b a l l i s t i c shape. 

To be c o n t i n u e d . 


