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‘Now is the Time for all Good Gunners to come toPRlagty’

Yes, our 78 Anniversary reunion is shaping up to be outstanding — but opbwifurn out for it!

It's easy to registeReturn the fornfbelow)or go online tdViuzzle Flashes today

Your committee is preparing to ) o )
give you, your partner and mates Z€aland soldiers from Gallipoli to the beachfront memorial. 11/4

great time. through Flanders to PasschendaeleBattery joins us, two Light Guns in

) highlighting the memories that live ontow, with the Band setting the pace.
You will be welcomed at Eastjn Belgium today.

Coast Bays RSA, Browns Bay, Friday _ _ ~ During the Memorial Service,
afternoon 30 October, then enjoy the A leisure in the afternoon;a Minute Gun fires to mark the
mix-&mingle (light music in the bring your golf clubs if you want to minute of silence.

background) and buffet meal. play around. After morning tea with our

On Saturday morning 31 Saturday night, we have ouserving gunners and Band, there's the
October we visit Passchendaele: The sSemi-formal dining-in, with music AGM, ending at about 1100hrs.
Belgians have not forgotten from the Band of the Royal Regiment,

_ o and table service by members of the VERY IMPORTANT

This exhibition by thecity of North Shore Cadet Unit. See over for Notice of Annual

Passchendaele Memorial Museumpefore that, of course, you'll want togeneral Meeting and Election of

features photos, movies, musicgake tickets in our raffle, drawn right - ;
information and artefacts from the after dinner). g Officers a_nd Executive
battle fought 92 years ago. Committee, 2009
) On Sunday, 0830hrs, we
It follows the journey of Newmarch a short distance from the RSA [Newsletter Index on page 11]

Reqistration for 75th Anniversary Reunion and AGM

Your initials & name: Name for label:

| will be accompanied by: Name for label:

Address for mail/email:

Please get migomthe Airport hrs Thirri or Sat/Please get m the Airportby hrs Sunday
| have arranged accommaodatior(Rlease state, if public) Phone:

| require transport to all events: [YES] [NO] arh able to transport visitors to events: [ ]

Due with registration$80per person. | haveghclosefi[paid on-ling a total of $

Notes
e If you are unable to be at the buffetfemday night, deduct $20.00
¢ Mail: RNZA Association Reunion 37a Palliser Lane BrowagBorth Shore 0630
* Internet Banking : The RNZA Assn Inc Account # 38 9007 0694501 00 e(malk you are identified as the payer).




1. NOTICE OF ANNUAL 2. LAST POST

GENERAL MEETING

The Royal New Zealand Artillery
Association (Inc), East Coast

\ The Committee is
not aware of the

Bays RSA, Bute Road, passing of any of
Browns Bay, North Shore City gutr mgnl”nber?j
etween July an
Sunday, 1 November 2009 August 2009

Agenda

]
[

. President's report
. 3. NEW
. Presentation of accounts MEMBERS
. Election of President,
Secretary and Treasurer
. Election of Executive BOTICA, John
Committee F. JBserved the
. guns  between
. General business 197/1974 (RF)
7~ and 1974/1976
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND (TF). He was

posted to 161 Bty and 22(D) Bty
Since leaving the Army JB has had
variety of jobs including spending
time in Australia and Tonga.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 2009

The affairs of the Association are
administered by the Executive

Committee elected at the AGM: Auckland.

President;

Vice President glected by

: i BOYD, Archie Altona. Pipi
the Executive Committge

Served with the RNZ Navy betwee

Treasurer;

Secretary; and serving with the corp of RNZ Sigs.

Up to six members
Vietnam in 1966 as the Tpt NCO.

See the back page for a list of current O" 1€@ving the Army he working as

a teacher
overseas

The Committee, at its meetingNorfolk Island. Pipi lives in
on 27 August, recorded its concerrlenheim.
at the rising average age of its

members. The age range is 64-83 _
years, with an average close to 76{OLTHAM, Arthur James. Jim

committee members and has spent tim

years. Health of some members i§Red in Korea) served in the Army
twice, 1946 to 1948 with J Force

also a concern.
and between 1950 and 1952 with th

The Committee recommends thafuns (162 Bty) in Korea .He was the,

younger members come forwarddriver for the Bty Captains of
now to ensure continuity andvehicle K1. On leaving the Army
familiarity with the Association's Jim worked on a number of powe

affairs. Nominations are accepted aprojects here and in Australia. H
the AGM. and Lorraine live in Palmersto

North.

n

Note: Mike Dakin is not available for

re-election as Secretary/Treasurer, bLFtOLEY’ Norman Edward. Little
is available for the Committee. Barbed Wire joined the Army in

in South Africa and

he was posted to the School of
Military Engineering and into the
Corp of Engineers. He remained in
the Army until 1985. Little Barbed
Wire served the guns with 161 Bty
in Vietham in 1968 as a Fd
Engineer. He and Irene live in
Oamaru

NATHAN, Richard Alfred . Rick
was in the NZ Army between 1966
and 1986, serving the guns from
1966 to 1968 including a tour with
161 Bty to Vietnam (67/68) on
Echo Gun. He then joined the
infantry (RNZIR). He played
softball for the Army and Combined
Services. He currently plays golf
and has a handicap of 15. Post Army
he has worked in the building
industry, including working on the
Springhill Prison. He and Janet

gurrently live in Te Kauwhata.

Currently he and Reena reside if’!TA, Te Ra. Ray served the guns

between 1965 and 1975 (TF) with 1
Loc Tp. He tells of being detailed on
one exercise to dig the toilet hole so
he dug the deepest and biggest hole

nhe could and it was used instead as

1943 and 1957, then he joined th&'® Command Post for 1 Loc Tp.
NZ Army from 1961 to 1969, Ray and Edith live on the North

Shore

Pita served the guns with 161 Bty in

4. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
e

Parts for a L5 Wanted

Just a quick note to ask the
membership again for help in the

restoration on an L5 Pack Howitzer
that followed me home, and
befriended my Jeeps. The old girl is
missing many parts so if any Old
Sunners know  where any L5
omponents can be obtained (Short
of robbing an RSA Gate Guard)

rplease contact me. Also any

associated gun stores and equipment

&ound on the gun position that may

have been liberated as a souvenir
and now surplus to your
requirements are required to
complete the display of the L5 as
seen in use by 161 in South
Vietnam. | can be contacted on

1965 as a RF Cadet, on graduating

Muzzle Flashegiwigunners.blogspot.com)
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0274-512-068 Thanks, Roger Pearce hostilities because there was no
. . Social Welfare on which to retire as
(r::at rc]ez-mall worldwarZJeep@orcon.2-Sggsgla$l\gl\?|: THE RNZA we do today. The NZPFOCA
’ continued to gather ex-regular
gunners during and after the Second
orld War and published regular
newsletters to spread the word and
promulgate the proceedings of their
quetings.

| must admit it is wonderful fun The first meeting of this
getting to know the L5 again after so o 9
many years, and even though it’ association of gunners was on 1
been 20 or’so years since 16 I%/Iune .1934 n Devqn_port,_ i the
ceased using them, it's all com asonic Hall. The original title, the

flooding back as if | had beenhaSt and Present New Zealan
N . Artillery Association reflected the In 1948 the three branches of
stripping and assembling them the, . o .
- . desire to form an association ofthe army were abolished and
whole time except that now it all . .
. serving and recently releasedeformed as seventeen functional
seems heavier. )
gunners. There was a need foCorps, one of which was the
Regards Colin Jansen organised welfare for those whoRegiment of New Zealand Artillery.
were not already provided for asThe association was incorporated in
= élﬁ]g_ll?.s;STORY_ Now WW?1 veterans. There were also ahis year. The referendum of 1949
' : significant number of policemenwas followed by an expansion of the
From the early 50s until latewho had previous Armed regular elements to cope with the
70s a number of NZ Army officers Constabulary service but were nadnflux of Compulsory Military
trained as light aircraft andlonger inthe Armed Forces. Trainees under the Army Act 1950.
helicopter pilots. In the mid 60s a This was also the first time that the

. . . . Withi th the Def
unit called the Light Aircraft Flight Officials’ Iosgozit?;(r)\nto seﬁ/inge :g;eterm The New Zealand Army was
was established (as part of 3 BSSD

. - sed officially. The resulting
RNZAF). The only reference to this eing part of an organisation led bgrtillery units within the Divisional
rather unique band of aviators is

rganisation provided the

very short paragraph on AOP pilots,'\IeW Zealand Permanent Eorce Ol ZPFOCA with a huge pool of

in the history of the RNZA. Comrades Association. As many o‘potentlal members. The Army Act
Unless something is done

1950 set service engagements at 20
now this rather special bit of NZ =

Army’s history will be lost so | am *
trying to construct a roll of pilots ;
(and the ground crew who supported e :
them) as a first step to writing a o
brief history.

ex-servicemen, the meeting on 1
%uly 1934 saw a name change to th

So, to any former pilots or
ground crew out there: please email =
me your name, regimental number &' i i
and dates you were posted to flying -
duties and, if appropriate, your ! N
attachment to 1 Light Aircraft
Flight. If you can, please add the

s

v [l

names of others who served with |, o o x Attendees at one of the many AGM’srq;e:(atanSi\(/)vir:r;

you (and their contact details if yoUgaricemen at the meeting had alsBeyon d retiring age for rank in most
have them). If you have any photogeen jn - permanent ~ Forces andenior NCO brackets. Welfare was
or other material you think might Armeq Constabulary this name Wasow rarely required and although a
help please mail it to me at 47chosen to include as many a%eneration of members was created
Simla Crescent, Khandallah,jossiple. The emphasis was still Ofhy the support of CMT [1950 to

Wellington, 6035. those who needed help in thegsg] and National Service [1962 to

depression SO _that. fund raising anq972], regular service remained a
welfare distribution were the prerequisite to membership.

My email address is agqaciation’s main activities ; ;
rojann@paradise.net.nz - . ?amar?derle.contmued to be the
Telephone: 04 970 2113. ocus of meetings.

This is a first step. Having a list ofOld Comrades was a British term Many members still had

names I'll be in touch to ferret outfor past comrades in arms. It wag/VW2 service but that predominance
any anecdotes that could addised to emphasise the bond opegan to c_:hange with the addition of
interest. service amongst those who wershort service Vietnam War veterans,

released from service at the end o#965 to 1972. Besides the political
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moves, the 1960’'s had seen many been most fortunate in having had a

changes in conditions of service . -
including shorter contracts. By the6' 75th ANNIVERSARY most dedicated, proficient and

mid 1970's TEV units were at VeryREUN|O|\| GREETINGS enthusiastic set of editors over the

. . _ ears.
low manning and gradual reductionMy greetings to you all and best’

of artillery units led to a number of wishes for an enjoyable reunion in | thank them all for the long
changes including female recruits tAuckland next month. | hope to seéours of voluntary work they have
both RF and TF. The exception was lot of familiar faces there. put in to producing such fine
4 (G) Medium Battery with more publications that keep us in touch
gunners at Annual Camp in 1974 About 1971/72 when | WaSyith our mates as well as covering

than the total TF component of 16DRNZA | was asked to a meetingpisiorical matters, updating us on

Field Regiment. That year 4 Mdmf)f The Old Comrades' AS‘SOCiaﬁOnwhat the serving Regiment is up to,
and general Association matters.

: Taupo. | asked the WO1 RNZA

Bty had also attested the first" .
. who were the Old Comrades - his

women into the TF and beganreply "Gunner Mafia run by retired In addition to the newsletter we

tsriglr?eilr;grs ﬂé)ene C;fu ?hneegsrigigve\ﬁ)s V\?;SWarrant Officers”. Since that timehave the splendid website mastered
subseque.ntly commissioned we have seen many changes and Ry Catherine and Angus Rivers and

new name for the organisation, Théhe more recent blog sitéluzzle
From the demise of the officeRNZA Association. We have Flashes coordinated by Mike
of Director Royal New Zealand come a long way from those earlyPakin. These methods of
Artillery in 1990 the NZPFOCA days and | trust that the organisatiogommunication breathe new life
newsletter became the only sourcevill go from strength to strength. into our Association and go a long
of periodic Regimental news for Remember - once a Gunner alwayway to maintaining its relevancy.
non serving gunners. Add widea Gunner.
changes in society to the usual
military reorganisations and by the

A grateful acknowledgement
Regards, Don Kenning, Patron also goes to our Committees, past

turn of the century it was clear that and present, for their ensuring the

the Association also needed tg well being of the Association.
. i jiationWithout their efforts over the past
change. Numbers were droppin Congratulations to our AssociationWithou [ s p

n achieving this milestone75 years we would not have
and some Old Comrades had beeanniversary. The past 75 years haveurvived as we are today. To our
part of the Association longer than h—, Presidents. S tari T
they had been in the service of thé)een ones of continuity andPresicents, Secretaries, Treasurers,

0Old took . gvolution. Committee Members and Regional
guns. ook'on a new meaning S Representatives over the years, a
at the AGM in November 2003 the What started out as a ;

o o . reat big thank you and very well

name of the Association wasassociation of ex-servicemen draw one
changed to Royal New Zealandfrom the Armed Constabulary Field '
Artillery Comrades Association. Force, the Torpedo Corps, the | look forward to catching up
Membership was extended to all eXSubmarine Mining Corps and thewith many of you at our
gunners and to the personnel wh&®&NZA Permanent Force, primarily Anniversary Reunion at Browns
had been attached to RNZA unitswith a welfare focus, (the GreatBay later this year, and joining you
in recognition of the mixed natureDepression was at its height) ha# celebrating this occasion.
of post war unit establishmentsevolved into a much wider i
This included non regular personnemembership base encompassing all Quo faset gloria ducunt
such as Territorial gunners whogunners and attached personnel;  Graham Birch,Brigadier (Rtd)
were also admitted for the first time.serving and retired, regular,

At the AGM on 3 Nov 2007 €mergency force and territorial.

the name again changed fobhe With this has come the name-

Royal New Zealand Artillery change to the much more inclusivé wonder how many of the 30

Association (Incorporated in the RNZA Association. Interestingly people who attended that inaugural
expressed hope of attracting mor¢he Association has also movedneeting in Devonport on 10th July
serving gunners now thatback into the welfare field through1934 to form the ‘Past and Present
Regimental manning is low both inits linking up with the RNZRSA, RNZA Association,” (later changed

territorial and regular units. So theand its recent initiating of to ‘The New Zealand Permanent
intent of the original group of submissions on members concernsorce Old Comrades Association’.)

gunners has been fulfilled and thdo relevant government agencies.
RNZA Association is now a focus

for all serving and non—servingthe
gunners.

Colonel Commandant RNZA

ever thought that a later President
What has not changed has beemould be sending greetings and that

Association’s Newsletter, a 75th Reunion would be held. Even
published occasionally since 1934more significant is the fact that 149
Article supplied by Kerry Lee. and regularly since 1968. We haveanembers attended the first reunion
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later that year, especially as ladies didize or location of the enemy force. remained effective. Although we

not attend until the early 1970’s. The rain started late in theEOUId not hear all messages, all our

ansmissions were heard at Nui
How many of you readers areday as usual, but soon develope

planning to attend this year? into a tremendous storm. This at. My operator, Willie Walker,

Your Committee continues todelu_ge and the fact that our final"®> ableto keepthe et 0|c.)(.erat|onal
struggle to recruit new members Position was on a slight reverseunder the most trying conditions

and although 24 have joined us 1 lope were wo fa_ctors N OUr il the battery collapsed at the end
others have gone to God's Gu avour. Ra_m and the intense gunflr(_eOf the battle. He seemed to be
Park. Even more of concern is th&dused this area to be shrouded

ke. st df 'Concerned only with the radio and |
fact that we only have Smoke, steam and 1og. with my map.

approximately 7 serving members This helped me because my :
with none joining us this year. Onlyjudgement of distance was assisted | wondered whether the fire

VR | : -\ _Which was called down was an
1 of your committee is under 65! by the ob§ervat|qn (or lack of it) of over-violent reaction to the situation
lash against this screen and th

Please put your thinking caps or{ inouetted Because there was no way of
how we can remedy this problem sghemy were siihouetied, as were OLﬁnowing the total size of the enemy

that the President in 2034 (NOTOWn troops. force at the time. | had seen several
ME) will be wishing our successors | realised how important itgroups 20 to 50 strong moving
100" Birthday Greetings. was that my communicationsabout between the rubber trees. |
remained effective and that the gundave since found out and now
you all again at the reunion putvere able to mgintain the constanbelieve that the fire was justified.
please remember to excuse my pocﬂnd accurate fire that they werel08 men of D Coy had engaged
memory for names. called upon to produce. | needed thabout 1500 VC.

comfort of knowing that my Battery
Frank Hopkinson, President Commander (Harry Honnor}, an

experienced gunner, was on the en ) .
P 9 ’ ssential that | knew my location,

of a radio, and could provide L2
' and that | knew the direction of the
7. GUNFIRE AT LONG constant support for me. On one latoons and roughly how far away

'2I'AN: The FO’s Story (Part 2 of (r:gf[:a?;]o;t I ;Ztuas!:%/u;tei%?}rtev(\j/azn 'E[r;?) hey were. | tried to have my map
) oriented with the

It was in that plac north point on the
where the wounde ' map facing north,
and members of thl. then looked

other platoons we towards the noise
gathered tq “of contact and
establish a compan : . . 1 small arm fire. That
defended area. M .= 1L S -9 , @iy L |was the only way |
most intens —— oy < had at that time of
recollections are determining the
that final position. grid reference at
| which to open fire
Jon. It was difficult

| to tell the distance
d the leading troops
~Awere from me, so

| look forward to meeting

| have been asked how | was
ble to direct the fire. It was

Soon aft L3
initial contact,f-
Harry Smith and | = 2
agreed on the grif--=z8
reference of ou

; TRy N & : : =g the safety factor
location and h 3 f . Ml e ! L.\ T lwas that fire was
requested fir ﬁ" : RS, < e~ opened some
Support. ~ Batter i L ay 1 i ; considerable
lljlf% Missions wg_re' . H _ ) distance, even up to 1,000 metres,
klre at some |s':cance r<|)m t Loading a L5 into an APC. away from where we were.
nown position of 11 Platoon: — Adjustments were made to move
Later, | upgraded the fire toconfused to use the guns and it Wage gun fire closer. O n on e

Regimental Fire Missions when theHarry who suggested | eNgage - asion | was told on the company
situation had deteriorated and ther@nother grid reference and adjusf.: ihat it was too close. | actuall

were obviously large numbers ofthe fire from that position. That screamed a number of 'times ngr
VC confronting us. At the time my stabilised me at the time. the radio net the word "stop". This

response was instinctive and not Fort tel diowas because | could not hear man
based on firm information about the ortunately my radio y
communications on the artillery netof the acknowledgements from the
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gun area when transmitting fireknew what was required and that isvasting it. When they did build up
orders. Normally the artillery how he did it. and move in quickly it was always
observers will give fire orders and the artillery that kept them out of

will receive the acknowledgement It was just at that time, infaCtour way."
" " 9 gust after Jack Kirby had collected Y-
When | screamed "stop", the gun

) ammunition, that | was very | am proud to have been with
had to stop and they did. Another concerned because the VC ha@® Company 6RAR on that day.
occasion when the guns had to stogtarted attacking from a different Article written by Maj M.D
and they were stopped for me, waslirection. | ordered the removal on (Morrie) Stanle MBE
when a helicopter was despatchedne battery from the Regimental Y, ’
to resupply small arms ammunitionFire Mission and applied it in that
into the company area. area. Jack Kirby saw it as well and8 Lt Col

Sergeant Bob Buick took"'© we:e \k/)erydworrlelij (tjh;t Wf ;v?[rec OS NZ Provincial
command of 11 Platoon after hing|r:<g ho . et onet. : d nOII i.eaq econstruction Team,
platoon commander was Kkilled. ack, he just went around cofiectin

i+ strihnting i Afghanistan reports in:
When he requested artillery fire Onammunltlon and distributing it

his own position | spoke with him The arrival of the relief force

directly on the company radio netseemed to signal the end of thet the time of writing the the 14th

He had apparently assessed thdattle and, later Harry Honnorrotation of the NZPRT has reached
with about 10 men left out of 28, the five month mark of the

they could not survive more tha deployment. From an operational
another 10-15 minutes. perspective we have successfully
completed the security Conops for
the Afghan Presidential and
Provincial Council elections held 20
August. We did experience several
security incidents including small

arms and RPG attacks however in
relation to other provinces ours was
a relatively quiet day.

NICK GILLARD,

Even though he insisted,
declined. He advised me later th:
the fall on shot continued to be 5
100 metres from him and amongs
the VC.

Everyone in the compan
was running short of small arm
ammunition. | had some for thg
Armalite and Willie had some, bu
we did not have a particular use fd
it. We were too busy. Jack Kirby, 4
very fine Company Sergeant-Majo ¢ )
came to me and said, "Excuse m&® Directorate of Security (NDS) and
Sir, have you any sparesuggested that harassing fire i€ [ndependent Election
ammunition?” | could not depth continue throughout the nightcommission (IEC). These Afghan

understand why he should act in wh e battlefield agencies had_ the lead 'for sec_urity
such a polite way. | told him to help . then ? atienield - wasand we provided planning advice,
himself from my pack and he digc'eare € next morning an er outer cordon security and basic
that. He said, "I am leaving you oneohcN'c€ Pervaded a scene of utmoségistic support. The result of the
magazine”. He also left Willie devastation. The men may haveslection remains in the balance

Walker with one. been mentally and physicallygiven the need to finish couting
exhausted after their ordeal but theyallots and investigating claims of

In the later stages of theontinued their duties at Long Tanglectoral fraud. A Presidential Run-
battle when we were all in this baseuntil it was time to return to the Off remains an option and we are
of ours with the wounded, membersTask Force base at Nui Dat. postured to support this. We have

of the platoons had joined us, and A Digger from D Coy later had our rehearsal. Unfortunately so

there were far more people aroundy 0. g got to the stage where@ve the insurgents!

in the Company Headquarters areé.
But it was F;t t)r/1at timg there were'"© allthought that there was no Autumn has arrived literally

two incidents, one which impressed"'2Y We could get out of there. Thegyernight. Here in the Hindu Kush
and one which worried me. 2Ny help we seemed to get wag2600m of elevation) day time
Most of the men were youngfrom the artillery. Every time the_temperatures have dropped from
of the age 20 or s0. One man | heargn€My troops got close to us ifover 30 degree's to 20 degree's on
saying "steady, aim, fire", | think Sc€Med that a salvo of artilleryaverage. It is getting close to zero at
that was an example of what make ould land amongst them, just innight. The first snows are probably
a soldier tick. After thorough 'Me- We didn't have all that muchonly a month away. It certainly is a

training and even under stress p@mmunition anyway, and we wereland of extremes. The wind blows a
Using our fire properly and not

Our Conops was conducted
in co-operation with the Afghan
National Army (ANA), Afghan
National Police (ANP), National
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lot so its often like being in Linton! Nick Gillard their first early morning sunlight for

WO1 Bushy McLean remain9. U-BOAT FAR FROM fﬁg’es'fﬁ:fa"zzeﬁimm‘fg’k ﬁ&ﬂ”ggveﬂ”
deployed in Yakawlang District asHOME - The epic voyage of reappeared and the danger of
the LO. He now has the nick nameJge2 to Australia and New surprise attack from the air drove
of the Mayor of Nayak (the district zegjand. (Part 1 of 2) by David

: ; . them down again. On"7January
cen_tre). His enthu_s,lasm and passiogeyens 1945 the U-boat rounded the tip of
for improving the lives of the people

there is evident. His beard is In late 1944, with its U- New Zealand's North lIsland and
suitably wise looking with lots boats defeated in the Atlantic the'eaded southeast to follow the
of grey showing through. With the German Navy sought new areas i§NiPPing  route.Reiffenstuhl made
Afghan association of beardwhich to deploy — distant watersSure that the torpedo mechanics
length to wisdom he has fitted inwhere defences might be weakefhecked the remaining torpedoes
well. For those of you who areand successes easier to achievloroughly, for ‘for it may be that
unaware he has recently beeﬁ\ustra"a was on such location. U-We will need them in the next few
selected to be the next Formatiofpoat Far From Home reveals for thg
RSM at 2 LFG in Linton. first time the full extent of the
) , . German plan for an underwate
_ Given likely RTNZ dates this stfensive against the souther
will be my last post from Bamyan. | continent. In an account that i
have enjoyed sharing some of OUpneth entertaining and enlightening
experiences with you. It_ has beemhsyid Stevens describes th
my pleasure to work with a vastyperajton’s strategic rationals, it
array of service personnel on thigyactical implementation and hov|
mission. | have even enjoyedhe Aystralians and other allie
working with the infantry again. Ourresponded. Of all the U-boat

Prime Minister has just announced &),gcated to the mission. U862 wa
further commitment of 3-5 years forie only one that survived.

the PRT in Bamyan. There is no _ _

doubt its size and composition will David Stevens is a forme
change. The provision of securitynaval officer who served for twent
remains paramount but the scope tyears in the Royal Australian Na
include civilian and military On retiring from the RAN in 1994,
specialists in such diverse areas d¥ was appointed Director of Nava
agriculture, law, education etc isHistorical Studies within the
how Afghanistan will grow. We Department of Defence (Navy).
have helped create the environment days’. For a change the sea was
to build a lot of schools, health o mirror-smooth and while the
clinics, government buildings and The following is an extract \yoather remained calm Timm
police stations now we have to helg@ken from the above book tha%atrolled some 40 miles from North

fill them with the right staff, relates directly the time the U-boa ape, using the lighthouse to fix

For example, we now have as New Zealand waters. their position. The crew listened

attached to the PRT a US MP “The boat is proceeding intently for any sign of the expected
Platoon. These soldiers specialise iWith difficulty in the rough sea. traffic. Detecting nothing they
training the ANP in such diverseLunch is a catastrophe; in themoved closer to the coast and 10
areas as rules of engagement t@allery the pots hop around and jusdanuary 1945 were presented with
traffic duties. A mixture of at the moment theKommandant their next opportunity to strike.

community policing and paraWishes us a “Happy New Year” on We are close to the shore in
military skills will provide the basis the loudspeaker, the last pot Oty anoroaches to Auckland. At
of increasing ANP competence.Va”'”a sauce overturns. Here's tohight the Cape Brett Light is a good
With that will come the trust of the the New Year! We dive and have 8,14 continuing navigational aid.
people of Bamyan that their po|icesmall celebration in the forwgrdAgain a very dark night, wind from
force is capable and credible. ;:_ompartmen'][c, wheITe flc?f htthetr‘:'rs"the east which becomes stronger at
Ime we tormally g © midnight. Nothing to hear, nothing
On RTNZ | am posted tochristmas tree. to see. One hour later the

London as one of our military X .

advisors. It is a three year posting For the next weekJ862 hydrophones detect an engine noise.
that my wife says she fully Struggled on through poor visibility Surfaced and looked out - it is a
deserves! | will look forward to @nd heavy seas. Finally the weathenedium size steamship which is
reading the NZ Gunner whenever iP€9an to clear and on 6 Januarunning parallel to the coast. Heavy

is published 1945 those on the bridge basked isqualls, it is very hard to see it. We

THE EPIC
VOYAGE |
iy ETTTORY
AUSTRA
AND NEW

ZEALAND
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have positioned ourselves out ofarly morning of 13 January theChristmas. Our hopes however are
sight of the steamship and then losGermans had reached a position afot fulfilled, there are no
him again. Either we have eitherEast Cape. Here at last they founavorthwhile steamships at anchor or
miscalculated, or the steamship isnother target. It was a mediumin the dock, for us to sink. Yes, the
only part of the coastal traffic andsized vessel heading southeast alongeople here are all so unsuspecting.
has gone into a small harbour nortlthe coast and Timm tried hard toReversed course; carefully we creep
of Cape Brett. Still, we dive aheadmanoeuvre into an attack positiorout of the harbour and unseen we
of the calculated interception point;before dawn. He failed. His ordersare swallowed up by the open sea
however nothing found. There is aprohibited him from making an again.
strong westerly and because of thiattack close to an enemy coast if

we approach to within 8nm of thethere was any risk of being see
mainland. from land.

The value of Timm’s
"Lxcursion was questionable to say
the least, and with only a few metres

Timm positioned the U- After nine weeks at seaof water to spare U862 could not
boat off Cape Brett Light againexcessive caution had allowed yehave escaped easily if discovered.
briefly waited for the next passinganother steamship to escape. Sooithey had seen only one ship
steamship. But still nothing camehowever, Timm would demonstrateunderway, the SS Pukeko of 742
so he moved further south. By thea more reckless side to his characteGRT, which had passed them at
evening of 11 January 1945 theyOn 15 January 1945, with nomidday just outside the harbour
were travelling close to ansighting of defensive patrols andentrance. Judging it not worth a
unfamiliar coast dotted with severalwith New Zealand merchant traffictorpedo, Timm had also decided
small islands. It was a perfectly darkseemingly unwilling to come from against using his deck gun because,
night, and the sky remainedthe coast, he decided to take his Uas in the attack orllissos this
overcast, preventing a fix ofboatas close as he could to the towwould only have given their
position. Heavy rain squalls madeof Gisborne.Reiffenstuhlrecorded position away. ‘Let it run,’ he
matters worse, at times reducinghat their excursion was simply todecided. It is like the others in there,
visibility to less than a metre. Assee whether any ships were anota thousand tons.’
dawn approachedReiffenstuhlwas anchor or alongside, but it is easy to . . .
horrified to see land directly aheadelieve that Timm also intended ar, De§p|te the dlsappomtme_n b

. ) . ._Timm decided to repeat the exercise
of the U-boat and only a mile away.display of bravado to impress his . :
. ) , .“the following day. After rounding
It had been a close brush withweary crew. Gisborne’'s port is
. S ; Portland Island he ordered the U-
disaster, and the continuing lack okhallow, and larger ships must b% .
) , ; . oat to run in to Hawke Bay to
targets only added to Timm'sunloaded with tenders in the bay . . .
- . ) . . . “examine a coaling pier. A heavy sea
problems. Perhaps intending to plaputside. Whether Timm had visited . .
) ) L . was running, and with the water less
on words, Reiffenstuhlwrote that the harbour during his time in the
. AR ) . . than 30m deep they found
night in his journal that it was ‘the merchant navy is unknown, but a b d steeri difficult
morale of the crew that had sunk’. submerged approach in daylighSl.J merge steering  difficult.
' would _still require careful tDlscoverlng no ship coaling, Timm

Timm discussed the Manoeuvring: 9 that night moved on to the town of
situation with his officers. They had g Napier on the southwest shore of the
two apparent options. The first The navigation is indeed abay. He kept the U-boat on the
would be to go back north, continuematter of groping about, since wesurface as they approached, there is
on past New Guinea, and attempt tonly have a little water under theno darkening .......................
intercept Allied traffic from keel. During the day you can see, . : .

i L . To be continued in the next issued
Australia to the Philippines theatrethrough the periscope, people of The NZ Gunner
before taking the U-boat on towalking down the street. A man
Japan. The second option was tmakes a fire on the beach. At dusgk
continue south, rounding Newwe are outside the harbour entrange,, . .

Zealand's South Island beforenothing is to be seen, the night sGNOW IS t?e Time Iortﬁ” (F;‘)ootd,
making a further raid on the Sydneyagain very dark. Surfaced and unners to come fo the Farty .
area and returning to Java. This lastharged the batteries outside the
proposal was closer to the plandiarbour. Went into the harbour. Th
discussed before their departure andocks were brightly illuminated
Timm decided to stick with it, since behind them a large factory.

fuel and above all provisions were
already short.

®Yes your 75th Anniversary reunioh

is shaping up to be outstanding - but

only if you turn out for it.

You can see the cars with

their headlights driving along th¢

During the day U862 streets. The street lighting itself islt's easy to register. Return the foim

skirted submerged along the edge dadlso very bright, we are blinded by on page 1 or go online {duzze
Great Barrier Island and crossed ththem. The houses are all brightly Flashes - today.

Bay of Plenty that night. By theilluminated, it looks to us like
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10. BAND OF THE ROYAL focus for a number of months andin  VANZ's client group includes
REGIMENT OF NEW the last financial year the Band had/eterans of a recognised war or
ZEALAND ARTILLERY been reaping the benefits of thisemergency; partners, dependant
Numbers are good, and the musicathildren and orphans; children of
output, particularly ensemble musicVietham and Operation Grapple
The Band would very muchis growing monthly. Veterans; civilians in the pay of NZ
appreciate any support that Gunner A lot of you will have heard Govern_ment who ha_lve their service
readers may like to give by way ofine Band at its various engagementEcCdMised as being part of a
membership to the Bandins year around the Auckland ccOgMised war or emergency.

Association Committee, which reqinn and further South. They have War Disablement Pensions are
meets monthly and acts as aReen jnyolved in public concerts,compensatory, a tax free lifetime
interface between members and thepecialist days, military paradesentitlement, paid in addition to other
Band itself. dining nights and general publicentittements or income — including

Although the Band is aappearances. They are a very goofiCC. They are for any current
Territorial Force unit and both therepresentative face of both thedisabilities related to Service;
local Infantry unit and our Royal Regiment and the Army. Inclaims are individually determined
Regiment provide as much supporfur terms Army gets a really goodand awarded in percentages for
as possible, it gets little supportbang for their buck. specific disabilities.

from the system foranything other The Band is about to go Veterans’ Pensions, in lieu of

through another instrumentNZ Superannuation, are managed
replacement phase with a granby MSD. A Veteran qualifies for a
& from their major sponsor the MountVeterans’ Pension if they are in
Wellington Trust. Recentreceipt of a War Disablement
recruitment advertising has boughPension of 70% or more, or if the
in four new competent players toVeteran is under 65 years and
the Corps. unable to work due to accepted

The Band welcomes anyd'sab'“t'es'

# Gunner support. Come along and One should note here that if a

have a look at the Band RoomVeteran who is under 65 years of

listen to the Band play and do a bitige receives a Veterans’' Pension,

thé:jn territorial force pay, uniforms, of socialising. and has any earnings, the Veterans’

i cions i e . g i suptedty oo s absed (o ofst
Barry Dreyer, President €arnings.

instruments and music, which are RNZA Band A it .
worth hundreds of thousands of and Association If a Veteran_ opts to receive a
Veterans’ Pension then his wife

dollars, have to be paid for by the may also transfer from NZ Super to
S:rr;%ina-[irgﬁ c;fS indc?)rsr?e tfrr](r)%:jggla; L. PENSION ~AND aveterans Pension.
WELFARE NEWS

outs and money from various If you are on a Veterans’
charities and individuals. InOn 1 July 2008 Veterans’ Affairs Pension then anything to do with
addition, the Band owns its ownNew Zealand (VANZ) became awWork & Income payments e.g.
freehold premises. fully operational unit of the New Disability Allowance,
These activities take a%efaland Defence Force (NZDF).Accommodation Allowance, Living
his change saw the integration intgA\lone Payment
reasonable amount OfVANZ of War Pension Services
administration, and this is really thefrom the Ministry of Social
focus of the committee that we ar : .
. . %evelopment (MSD). VANZ has its 1. If you do not already qualify for
seeking support for. If you're L S ; )
; own Minister, the Minister of a Community Services Card
interested contact Barry Dreyer on, : . . .7
eterans’ Affairs, Hon Judith (Gold Card) then this is
b.dreyer@clear.net.nz ; . .
Collins. The Chief of Defence Force  automatically granted to you
Now for a summary on the(CDF) Lt General Jerry Mataparae  and your spouse.
Band in the last year. They have hat VANZ's employer.Brigadier Rick
a good year. Last year they travelle®ttaway (Rtd) was appointed a
to Queensland representing Newseneral Manager of VANZ and
Zealand at the Australian DefenceSecretary for War Pensions. Since
Force Reserve Army celebrationsthen Mr Greg Crott has been
Preparing for this and undertakingappointed as Deputy Secretary foB8. Upon the death of the Veteran,
the trip provided a musical and unitWar Pensions. the spouse will receive a lump

g. If you should be hospitalised in
a public hospital for more than
13 weeks then your Veterans’
Pension will continue
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sum payment of aboutl2. A VIETNAM WAR the Wellington area and myself, a
$4,000.00. If the spouseSTORY, with a Kiwi flavour. naive country lad from Whangarei,
predeceases her husband thenterally ! whose job was the radio.

he will receive about $2,000.00. o .
This payment is over and abovel "€ Long Hai hills in the comer of The night of the 17/18 was

i ' i t in the open and in the dawn
anv other pavments that may be/ietnam’s Phuoc Tuy ProvincesSpent in
dug. pay y could be the Waitakeres incommotion to leave, Gus, to my

miniature, the difference being theysurprise, said “You come with me
VANZ now has ten Case Managersyere smaller, steeper, spectacularf{pday Bro”, and so it was that |

in Wellington and ten Caserygged, but rocky and without soended up in one Armoured
Managers in Hamilton. Every much lush greenery. They ran nortf’ersonnel Carrier and MacDonald
Veteran can have a Case Managefsom the South China Sea aboufind Arnold in another, a fortuitous
whose job is to focus onogkm and were in turn 11 km southtwist of fate as events were to prove.

coordinating the delivery o_f servigesof the sprawling ANZAC Base at With APC’s and Centurion
to the Veteran and their family, Nuj Dat. tanks we were a formidable force

provide access to entitlements, | was one of a Kiwi moving down the eastern side of

rovide some discretionary fundin
gnd provide one point of c)(;ntact fo?Forward Observation Team attacheée range, steep rocky outcrops to
ongoing support. to Charlie Company twRattalion of our right and flat wasteland to the

the Australian Infantry. On forep left. Inside the APC | was oblivious
The War Pensions Act 1954970, as part of Operationto much going on outside but after

is currently under review by the Hammersley, we deployed to a20 minutes and a sudden burst of
Law Commission. Hon Sir Geoffrey place we called Isa. There was gunfire we captured a young enemy
Palmer heads this project. Until aquarry there and our objective wagoldier who ended up sitting next to
new Act is in place then the old Actto secure and develop it in theme as we proceeded. Still only 20,
remains for all intents and purposesinterests of pacification and helping2nd still quite stupid, | had recently

Article supplied by  the Vietnamese. bought a large flashy watch and

decided to try my luck. | held m
Margaret Burke A successful ambush by ongy st in fror){t o?‘/ his face “Youy

Pensions Advocate Aucklz%nd of our platoons on the night ofbuyn | said. He gave me the blank

15/16 meant a sudden change Qi treatment and because he

priority and emphasis for the wholegelt like he hadn't washed for a
Operation.

STOP PRESS - Pension and month, | was glad when we stopped
. In the spirit of ANZAC briefly and he was taken up in a

Welfare Late News: i T . )
_ cooperation we Kiwis were there tohelicopter by the Vietnamese
1. Rick Ottoway, GM of VANZ, provide NZ artillery support if Speaking Battalion Commander

advised RNZRSA on 9 called on, although in this eventwhere he very agreeably pointed out
September that VANZ is up to none was within range. There werdis comrades bunker positions.
date with refunds of most4 of us. Lieutenant Angus Rivers
claims, especially travel. He hagGus) was our leader, Se'valley

overturned the paymentsMacDonald  from Auckland
process system inherited frorg —

MSD and now expects claimg
to be processed for payment o
the same day they are receivedfs

We soon turned west in to a
and straight into intense

| g

2. The new Act may be some tim@iEs-U
off, as the Law Commission ig _}A B i
waiting on Treasury costings oge < # ‘F/
possible schemes. In th ol
meantime, the Commission h 2
researched Canadian an g‘,.f
Australian law and practice S
The Australians have a set d
principles that may be useful td
NZ vets, while the Canadian
holistic approach to
rehabilitation would also be
beneficial.

Left to right: Foreground, Wayne Radavanovich, Michael Brunton, Rod
Simpson and Lt. Angus Rivers with NZ produced Condensed Milk

(whose previous attempts 0 get {Qmga|| arms and RPG fire from

Vietnam had been thwarted bygnemy in well entrenched bunkers.
illness or injury), Neil Arnold from
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(I learned in 1988 this was thehospital in Malaysia and finally Did You Pass the Test??

training camp for the enemy’s D445returned to NZ. | have never seerburing a visit to a mental asylum
Battalion) A book called ‘Combatthem again.  Sel MacDonald, = ""5. o oo ooied by a
ion’ i i deemed unfit for the Army joined. . Y
Battalion’ published in 2000 covers y | elrouma“St “show do you determine
the next sequence of events in th&t- John Ambulance and days aftet, ..~ =~ o patient should be

eyes of an Australian infantrymanl! returned home 8 months later was_ . /"
who like me was down inside anknocked off his motor scooter andmstltutlonahzed.

APC. killed. “Well”, the Director, “we fill up a

) . athtub, then offer a teaspoon, a
There was so much going on We returned to Nui Dat ana{)eacup and a bucket to the patient

it was incredible .....You justthat night and BS2's plastered the  “~ = = "o empty the

couldn’t keep control of what Long Hais. When we returned thebathtub.”

was going on........ You wergext day the valley was like a
yelling at guys who could seemoonscape, devoid of vegetation:Oh, | understand”, said the

and they were too taken up’Veapons caches and food stock®urnalist. A normal person would
with their jobs....... You try to Were found and destroyed. Amongstise the bucket because it's bigger
shoot - you know you've gotthe food was a supply of condensethat the spoon or the teacup”.

to shoot - but youre soMilk.- We mow had 2 Kiwi . oaiq the Director, “a normal
wound up its incredible” replacements to our team and we

_ L sat down for a well needed cuppa. person would pull the_plug. Do you
| saw things a bit differently, stydied the milk can. Most of the' 2Nt & bed near the window.

but the noise was deafening, angyiting was Chinese or VietnamesePays to listen carefully and not
after a loud explosion close by Iyt clearly visible on the bottommake any assumptions before
learned that the APC  withyas  “Canned in Singapore. Mademaking a decision.

MacDonald and Arnold had beengom finest New Zealand Dairy

hit by a RPG, kiling two and proqucts” News got to the GOOD EDUCATION

wounding all the others, so |aystralian CO who ribbed Gus _
focussed on my attempts to contacipoyt it. We were accused in good®: ~ Name the fouseasons

our fellow Kiwis in 161 Battery pymour of ‘aiding the enemy’. ... A:  Salt, pepper, mustard and
(deployed to the north) to advise 0ft made excellent coffee, but todayinegar
our team'’s casualties. I'm a tea drinker, and am right off

By now we had helicoptercondensed milk. How isdew formed?

gunships circling overhead, tanks aricle supplied by Rod Simpson A The sun shines down on the

using their main armament at point Dvr Op, 161 Bty, SVN, 1969 leaves and makes them perspire.
blank range and the situation was

becoming a bit surreal. | recall Q:  What happens to yobody
looking up to see Gus, a radio as you age?

handset in each hand directing A When you get old, so do

American artillery and Naval
gunfire simultaneously (from a
Australian Warship off shore). All
the time he seemed to be smiling. ;

The battle ebbed and flowe!
for much of the day and the enemy
although outgunned gave as good

m@ your bowls and you get
4 intercontinental.

INDEX
Notice of AGM Page 2
Last Post Page 2

they got. In the event we broke e New Members Page 2
contact, but other Infantr LT L . he Edi 5 g )

- i etters to the Editor age
Companies deployed as blockir 1936 3 Bty NZFA @ Rotorua _ 9
forces ran into all sorts o History of the Assn Page 3
problems, and with the enemy

75th Anniversary Greetings Page 4

taking the initiative, probably tool '~ The Time for all Good

more casualties than we did. O;Le GNOW Is the Time Or‘;‘ 0o , Gunfire at Long Tan Page 5
of them was a young Australian || GUNners to come to the Party’. Lt Col Nick Gillard Pade 6
had got to know well. He was killed Yes your 75th Anniversary reunion |s g

that day by a booby trap. You would shaping up to be outstanding - buf U-Boat from Home Page 7
not have met a nicer young man. only if you turn out for it. Band of the RNZA Page 9
During a lull _MacDonaId and It's easy to register. Return the form Pension and Welfare Page 9
Arnold were helicoptered from th¢ on page 1 or go online Muzde .

area, eventually recuperated |n Flashes - today. A Vietnam War Story Page 10
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Behind the Lines: The Editor's Page

Patron Col (Rtd) Donal R KENNING MBE 06 352849
Colond Commandant Brig (Rtd) Graham BIRCH MBE 07 58 1193

The Patron and Colonel Commandant areex officio, members of the Committee

President Frank HOPKISION 09 446 0944

Secretary/Treasurer Mike DAKIN 09 475 5227
37a Palliser Lane 021 078 5850
Browns Bay RNZA.Association@gmail.com

NORTH SHORE CITY 0630

Committee Barry DREYER (VP)
Kelvin ‘Spike’ JONES
Joe PANOHO
Bill STEWART
Alan TAYLOR
Jeff WATERS

Committee Members at Large Graeme BLACK
Bob KERSLAKE
John MASTERS
Brian Jerry MEYER (Australia)
Paul O'CONNOR

The NZ Gunner Editor Marie ROBERTS 07 348 4659
PO Box 5118 Fax 07 348 4639
ROTORUA WEST 3044 dgroberts@xtra.co.nz
Webmagters Angus RIVERS arivers@riv.co.nz
Catherine RIVERS crivers@riv.co.nz
Website riv.co.nz/rnza/ Blog MuzzeFlashes kiwigunners.blogspot.com

Subscriptions: Accounting policy- The 2008 AGM endorsed the Committee's policy of acceptihg'full
year' payment of subscriptions, that $0 or multiples thereofThis action is necessary because the
accounting process does not cater for fractional y€zad sums will be credited to the Welfare Fund in the
donor's name.

Donations: All charitable and welfare donations over $5 are now taductible as the Association is a
Registered Charity.

Receipts: Receipts are issued for all incoming monies and serjuarterly with the next issue ®he New
Zealand Gunner

Email Addresses:Are you on the Internet? The Secretary may not be awayeuo address. If you are not
getting messages from the RNZA Association and wisHateo, let him have your address. Have you
changed ISPs? Have you updated your Internet address? Sonsebeail returned.

Input into The New Zealand Gunner: Short stories, especially with accompanying photogaph always
welcome for inclusion. The Editor’'s email addresdgsoberts@xtra.co.nz

New Members: New members are most welconfd.L. Gunners with a minimum of 3 years servarean
Operational Tour are eligible for Full Membership. AsateiMembership is available to anyone who has
been attached to an RNZA Unit or has had a closeadiffiti therewith, and to close family of RNZA
Gunners. Membership application forms are on-line at wiwwo.nz/rnza/folk/join.htm, bMuzzle Flashes
(kiwigunners.blogspot.com

Death of a Member:If you know of the passing of someone who was a Gunner or a melease fell
the Secretary. Where possible a representative of the Assoaidlt attend the funeral.
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